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VA AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING CERTIFICATION FOR BUILDERS





1.	 This circular restates and updates DVB Circular 26-77-13.





2.	 In accordance with 38 CFR 36.4363, any request for an MCRV (Master Certificate of Reasonable Value) on proposed or existing construction, or a CRV (Certificate of Reasonable Value) on individual proposed, or existing construction not previously occupied, will not be assigned for appraisal prior to receipt of a certification from the builder, sponsor, or other seller, that neither they nor anyone authorized to act for them will decline to sell any property included in such requests for appraisal, to a prospective purchaser because of his or her race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.  This certification will not be required on individual proposed construction if the veteran owns the lot or is acquiring the lot from a seller other than the builder and there is no identity of interest between the builder and the seller of the lot.





3.	 VA Form 26-8791, VA Affirmative Marketing Certification, contains the required certification and must be submitted by each builder, sponsor, or other seller on a one-time basis prior to requesting the above-mentioned appraisal services from VA.  A signed VA Form 26-8791 will be maintained in each builder's file and applicants who request appraisals from more than one VA field station must have a signed certification on file with each field station.





4.	 VA Form 26-8791 sets forth the affirmative marketing requirements of the VA pursuant to Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended.  This certification is designed to complement HUD (Housing and Urban Development) affirmative marketing requirements, the HUD-National Association of Home Builders voluntary marketing agreement, and local voluntary areawide affirmative marketing agreements.  As a complement, the VA certification constitutes basic requirements which applicants may build upon in voluntary areawide agreements.





5.	 VA Form 26-8791 requires each applicant to display VA Poster 26-77-1, Equal Housing Opportunity, in each place of business where housing is offered for sale.  At the initial VA compliance inspection, inspectors will observe whether the required poster is in place.  Failure of the applicant to prominently display the poster will be noted as a noncompliance item.  When noncompliance with the poster requirement is found, the field station will immediately inform the builder that no further inspections will be made until the poster is properly displayed.  In all areas with significant concentrations of Spanish-speaking people, VA Poster 26-77-1(S), printed in Spanish, will be displayed next to the VA poster in English. (See DVB Circular 26-85-13, exhibit A, for Spanish-American population distribution by State.)
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6.	 Should information concerning a participating builder's noncompliance with or violation of the affirmative marketing certification be brought to the attention of the field station, the Loan Guaranty Officer will take immediate steps to investigate, as outlined in M26--l, paragraph 2.39. The Loan Guaranty officer must make every effort to secure the participating builder's conformity with the certification.  Should the builder continue to fail to comply with the certification, the Loan Guaranty officer will forward all pertinent information concerning the case and his/ her recommendation as to whether or not the builder should be suspended to Central Office (264).





7.	 A supply of VA Posters 26-77-1 and 26-77-1(S) will be distributed to builders when the builder's performance file is initially established.  Sufficient posters will also be issued to builders with every MCRV to allow for posting in each proposed model home.  Supplies of VA Form 26-8791 and VA Posters 26-77-1 and 26-77-1(S) may be ordered through normal channels from the Forms and Publications Depot.





8.	Rescission:  DVB Circular 26-77-13.

















					R. J. VOGEL


					Chief Benefits Director
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