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RETRIEVAL OF DEATH DATA FOR THE VETERANS MORTALITY STUDY








	1.  The Environmental Epidemiology Service (EES) is conducting mortality studies of Gulf era veterans, Vietnam era veterans, and other veteran populations possibly exposed to environmental hazards.





	2.  The study populations consist of deceased veterans with BIRLS records.  Until completion of its research efforts, EES will need death information about veterans.





	3.  Three by five cards containing the names and file numbers of the deceased veterans will be issued to the regional offices at irregular intervals.  The cards will be accompanied by computer listings and an Optional Form 41, Routing and Transmittal Slip, referencing this circular.





	4.  Upon receipt of the cards, the Adjudication Officer, Service Center Manager, or Chief of the Administrative activity, as appropriate, will designate a control point and an individual to control the processing of the cards using the computer listing as the control medium.





	5.  The veteran's XC-folder must be pulled for each card received, the death certificate or 


DD Form 1300, Report of Casualty, should be photocopied and stapled to the card (except as provided by par. 6) and the material forwarded to the control point within 10 workdays from date of receipt by the regional office. 





	6.  The following actions will be taken in cases where the death certificate or DD Form 1300 is not available:





	a.  Evidence of Death not in Claims Folders:  Annotate "No evidence of death" on the card if the file fails to establish the veteran is deceased and return the card to the control point.





	b.  Some Evidence of Death in Claims Folders:  Complete items 1 through 6 of VA Form


23-6547, Excerpts from Death Certificate, with any death information of record, staple the form to the card and return both to the control point.  It is important to provide at least the date and place of death in these cases when at all possible.





	7.  Undertake normal search procedures if the XC-folder is not in the file bank.  Annotate "No Record" on the card if the folder cannot be located and return it to the control point.
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	8.  If the XC-folder is "No Record" at the receiving station and BIRLS shows another regional office location, the control point will immediately send the card to the appropriate regional office for action.  The computer listing will be annotated accordingly.





	9.  If the XC-folder is determined to be located at an FRC (Federal Records Center), the card must be annotated giving the date retired, the FRC location and the name of the retiring station and returned to the control point.  Regional Offices are not to recall XC-folders from the FRCs for this project. 





	10.  The control point will ensure that all cards (except those forwarded to other regional offices), photocopies, VA Forms 23-6547 and computer listings are dispatched with an Optional Form 41.  The Optional Form 41 must summarize the material being transmitted by furnishing the number of cards received, the number of cards referred to other regional offices and the number of cards being transmitted to the EES at the following address:





				Environmental Epidemiology Service (EES) (135)


				1120 20th Street, NW


				Suite 950


				Washington, DC  20036-3406





	11.  End product code 692 will be assigned for all XC-folders reviewed under the provisions of this circular.





	12.  Questions concerning the project should be directed to Mr. Larry Stockmoe at


(202) 606-5420, or Mr. Robert Jones at (202) 273-7073.





	13. Circular 20-98-1, dated January 15, 1998, is rescinded.





	14.  This circular will self rescind December 31, 1999.














							Joseph Thompson


							Under Secretary for Benefits
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