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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through December 2, 2008


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 4 November 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective 4 December 2004, to amend medical regulations for the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs to expand benefits by covering any non-dental prostheses determined medically necessary for the treatment of certain medical conditions; by removing the exclusion from coverage of enuretic (bed-wetting) devices; and makes changes in delegations of authority, technical changes, and nonsubstantive changes for purposes of clarity in VA’s regulations governing CHAMPVA. Changes:



( In §17.270, revised paragraphs (a) and (b), and the authority citation;



( In §17.271, revised authority citations;



( In §17.272, revised paragraphs (a)(44) and (a)(52), and the authority citation;



( In §§17.273–17.274, revised the authority citation;



( In §17.275, revised paragraph (b) and added an authority citation;



( In §17.276, revised the text, authority citation, and Note; and



( In §§17.277–17.278, added an authority citation.


2. On 5 November 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective 5 December 2008, to launch an initiative for accelerated claims and appeals processing at four VA facilities, based on voluntary participation by eligible claimants. Changes:



( Added a new §3.161; and


( Added a new Subpart P to Part 20 (§§20.1500–20.1510).


 3. On 10 November 2008, the VA published a final rule, effective 10 December 2008, to update the portion of the Schedule for Rating Disabilities that addresses disabilities of the eye in order to ensure that the Schedule uses current medical terminology, provides unambiguous criteria for evaluating disabilities, and incorporates pertinent medical advances. Changes:



( Revised §§4.75–4.79; removed and reserved §§4.80, 4.83, and 4.84; and removed §§4.83a and 4.84a.


4. On 26 November 2008, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance traumatic injury protection program regulations in order to add losses that would be covered under the program, to define terms relevant to these new losses, and clarify language in and reorganize existing provisions. Changes:



( In §9.1, revised paragraph (b) and removed paragraphs (k)–(q); and



( In §9.20, revised paragraph (b)(3), added paragraph (d)(5), revised paragraph (e), redesignated paragraphs (f)–(j) as (g)–(k), added a new paragraph (f), and revised newly redesignated paragraphs (h) and (j).

(
