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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through January 4, 2008


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 12 October 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective 10 January 2008, to amend regulations governing the accreditation of representatives of claimants for veterans’ benefits by requiring service organizations to recertify the qualifications of their accredited representatives every 5 years, and to notify VA when requesting cancellation of a representative’s accreditation based upon misconduct or lack of competence, or if a representative resigns to avoid cancellation of accreditation for misconduct or lack of competence; and to clarify that VA’s authority to cancel accreditation includes the authority to suspend accreditation. Changes:



( In §14.629, revised paragraph (a) introductory text; and



( In §14.633, revised paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e); redesignated paragraph (g) as (h); added a new paragraph (g); and revised redesignated paragraph (h).


2. On 4 December 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective 3 January 2008, to amend VA medical regulations concerning “reasonable charges” for medical care or services provided or furnished by VA to certain veterans for nonservice-connected disabilities. The amendment changed the process for determining interim billing charges when a new Diagnosis Related Group code or Current Procedural Terminology/Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System code identifier is assigned to a particular type or item of medical care or service and VA has not yet established a charge for the new identifier, and removed all of the provisions for discounts of billed charges. Changes:



( In §17.101, revised paragraphs (a)(8), (e)(5), (f)(4), (f)(5)(ii), and (g) introductory text.


3. On 5 December 2007, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to affirm an amendment to the adjudication regulation regarding compensation for disabilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses suffered by veterans who served in the Persian Gulf War that extended the presumptive period for qualifying chronic disabilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses that must become manifest to a compensable degree in order that entitlement for compensation be established. The original rule was published at 71 Fed. Reg. 75669, Dec. 18, 2006. Change:



( Added citation reference only.

(
