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	Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this fileóHighlightsówill be on the disk. 





	The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.





	By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.








Modifications in this supplement include the following: 





1. On 19 December 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend VA medical regulations concerning ìreasonable chargesî for medical care or services provided or furnished by VA to a veteran:


�symbol 232 \f "Wingdings" \s 8�Ë� For a nonservice-connected disability for which the veteran is entitled to care (or the payment of expenses of care) under a health plan contract;


�symbol 232 \f "Wingdings" \s 8�Ë� For a nonservice-connected disability incurred incident to the veteran's employment and covered under a worker's compensation law or plan that provides reimbursement or indemnification for such care and services; or


�symbol 232 \f "Wingdings" \s 8�Ë� For a nonservice-connected disability incurred as a result of a motor vehicle accident in a State that requires automobile accident reparations insurance.


The regulations contain methodologies designed to establish VA charges that replicate, insofar as possible, the 80th percentile of community charges, adjusted to the market areas in which VA facilities are located, and trended forward to the time period during which the charges will be used. This rule amends the regulations regarding VA's reasonable charges methodologies for the following purposes: To establish charges for medical care, procedures, services, durable medical equipment (DME), drugs, injectables, medical items, and supplies for which we previously did not have charges; to replace certain charges previously based on VA costs with charges based on community charges; to establish separate charges for medical care, procedures, services, DME, drugs, injectables, medical items, and supplies whose charges were previously combined with other charges; to bring our charge structures and associated billing practices closer to industry standard charge structures and billing practices; and to provide certain clarifications. Changes:


		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 14�∑� Revised ß17.101.





	2. On 7 January 2004, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend VA medical regulations with respect to charges used for the purpose of recovering from tortiously liable third parties the reasonable value of medical care and services provided by VA. Changes:


		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 14�∑� In ß17.101, added a note preceding the information collection parenthetical; and


		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 14�∑� In ß17.102, revised paragraph (h).





�symbol 80 \f "Monotype Sorts" \s 14�P�


