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This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through October 21, 2003


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 25 September 2003, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date (applicable to deaths occurring on or after 11 September 2001), to allow the VA to furnish an appropriate Government marker for the grave of an eligible veteran buried in a private cemetery, regardless of whether the grave is already marked with a privately purchased marker. Change:



( Added a new §1.631.


2. On 26 September 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively as noted below, to amend the adjudication regulations to reflect provisions of the Veterans Benefits Act of 2002 with respect to entitlement to special monthly compensation for loss of breast tissue in a woman and increased pension payable to Medal of Honor recipients. Changes:



( In §3.27, redesignated paragraph (d) as (e), added and added a new paragraph (d), and revised redesignated paragraph (e) [effective 1 September 2003];



( In §3.350 revised paragraph (a) introductory text, and removed paragraph (a)(7) [effective 6 December 2002]; and



( In §3.802, added a new paragraph (c) [effective 6 December 2002].



3. On 26 September 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective 27 October 2003, to affirm without change – except for adding OMB information collection citations in part 61 – the provisions of an interim final rule originally published on 19 March 2003 that revised the regulations concerning the VA Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program. Changes:



( Added OMB information collection citations following §§61.11, 61.15, 61.17, 61.20, 61.31, 61.41, 61.51, 61.55, and 61.80.


4. On 16 October 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the adjudication regulations concerning presumptive service connection for certain diseases for which there is no record during service in order to establish presumptive service connection status for chronic lymphocytic leukemia based on herbicide exposure. Change:



( In §3.309, added “chronic lymphocytic leukemia” to paragraph (e).


5. On 17 October 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend regulations in order to reflect statutory changes: (a) in the Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion Act of 2001 which allows payment of Montgomery GI Bill—Selected Reserve (MGIB-SR) benefits for accredited independent study courses that lead to a certificate that reflects educational attainment; and (b) in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1998 which removed the language “in connection with the Persian Gulf War” and “during the Persian Gulf War” from certain sections in title 10, United States Code, regarding preservation of entitlement to MGIB-SR benefits for Selected Reserve members ordered to active duty in support of contingency operations. Changes:



( In §21.7540, revised paragraph (b);



( In §21.7550, revised paragraphs (a)(3) and (d)(1);



( In §21.7576, revised paragraph (e)(1)(i); and



( In §21.7620, revised paragraph (c)(2).

(
