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	Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this fileóHighlightsówill be on the disk. 





	The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.





	By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.








Modifications in this supplement include the following: 





	1. On 28 October 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 27 November 2002, to amend the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) adjudication regulations dealing with accrued benefits, those benefits to which an individual was entitled under existing ratings or decisions, or those based on evidence in the file at date of death, which were due and unpaid at the time the individual died. Evidence in the file at date of death is now interpreted as evidence in VAís possession on or before the date of the beneficiaryís death, even if such evidence was not physically located in the VA claims folder on or before the date of death. Further, evidence necessary to complete the application for accrued benefits is now interpreted as information necessary to establish that the claimant is within the category of eligible persons and that circumstances exist which make the claimant the specific person entitled to the accrued benefits. Changes:


		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 14�∑� In ß3.1000, revised the section heading, and paragraphs (c)(1) and (d)(4).





	2. On 7 November 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the adjudication regulations concerning presumptive service connection to reflect a statutory presumption that a chronic disease that preexisted the veteranís entry into military service but was first manifest to a 10-percent degree of disability within a specified period after service was aggravated by the veteranís military service. Changes:


		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 14�∑� In ß3.307, revised paragraphs (a), (c), and (d); and


		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 14�∑� In ß3.309, revised paragraph (a).
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