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	Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 





	The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.





	By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.








Modifications in this supplement include the following: 





	1. On 9 November 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective 10 December 2001, to eliminate the requirement that beneficiaries advise VA in writing of changes affecting entitlement to benefits, in order to allow VA to increase or decrease benefit payments based on information submitted orally or by e-mail, facsimile, or other electronic means and make it easier for beneficiaries to submit information that they must provide. This rule also amends notice requirements to allow VA to reduce or terminate benefit payments based on information reported orally without issuing a 60-day advance notice, but only under certain conditions that ensure that claimants are not deprived of benefits without adequate notice. Changes:


		• In § 3.103, revised paragraph (b);


		• In §3.204, revised paragraph (a)(1);


		• Added a new §3.217;


		• In §3.256, revised paragraph (a) introductory text; and


		• In §3.277, revised paragraph (b) introductory text.





	2. On 9 November 2001, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date, to extend the period within which disabilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses suffered by Persian Gulf War veterans must become manifest to a compensable degree in order for entitlement for compensation to be established. Change:


		• In §3.317, revised paragraph (a)(1)(i) by changing the date from 2001 to 2006.








- 30 -


