highlights

30 September 2001 

This disk update includes all amendments 

published in the Federal Register 

through September 25, 2001


Each time you receive a new updated disk of your Title 38 (C.F.R.) regulations, this file—Highlights—will be on the disk. 


The file will contain a brief, plain-language description of every substantive modification made since the last update.


By reading the Highlights file immediately upon receipt of an updated disk, you will know what changes have been made to the Title 38 regulations during the last supplement period.

Modifications in this supplement include the following: 


1. On 29 August 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 9 November 2000 (except for the amendment to §3.156(a), which is effective 29 August 2001), to establish clear guidelines, consistent with the intent of the Veterans Claims Assistance Act of 2000, regarding the timing and the scope of assistance VA will provide to a claimant who files a substantially complete application for VA benefits or who attempts to reopen a previously denied claim. Changes:



• Revised §§3.102 and 3.159;



• In §3.156, revised paragraph (a); and



• In §3.326, revised paragraph (a).


2. On 21 September 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 1 November 2000, to amend regulations—as necessary to reflect statutory changes contained in the Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000—concerning the definition of the term “active military, naval, or air service”; the payment limitation based on the value of certain incompetent veterans’ estates; the plot allowance for certain individuals buried in State veterans’ cemeteries; and the limitation on payment of pension for certain recipients of Medicaid-covered nursing home care. Changes:



• In §3.6, revised paragraphs (a) and (e);



• In §3.353, revised paragraph (b)(1);



• Revised the cross reference note following §3.452;



• In §3.501, revised paragraph (i)(7);



• In §3.551, revised paragraph (i);



• In §3.557, revised the section heading, paragraph (d), and the cross reference note following the section;



• In §3.558, revised the section heading and paragraph (a);



• Revised §§3.559 and 3.1007; 



• In §3.1604, revised paragraph (d)(1)(ii);



• In §13.70, revised paragraph (a)(2); 



• In §13.71, revised paragraph (b); and



• In §13.108, revised the section heading, and paragraphs (a) and (c).
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