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Important Information 

about this 

Looseleaf Regulations Service





	Users of this looseleaf service should read this information in order to better understand how the regulations are presented, indexed, and supplemented.  It is parti�cularly important to understand the supplementing process so that errors in filing supp�le�ments do not render the book useless.



	Presentation.  Each page contains information in six different locations, as indicated on this sample page:

�

	¨, Æ — Page numbers.  Page numbers have three parts: 



		(1) the section number (e.g., §4.30), 

		(2) a hyphen, and 

		(3) the page number within that section (e.g., 4.30-4).  



	The page number appears in both the upper left-hand corner and the upper right-hand corner of the page.  If there is only one section on the page, these numbers will be identical.  However, if the page contains two or more short sections (e.g., §4.40 and §4.41), then the number in the upper left-hand corner indicates the first section on the page (e.g., 4.40-1) while the number in the upper right-hand corner indicates the last section on the page (e.g., 4.41-1).



	The page number(s) will always tell you what section(s) are on that page, so that if you know the section number you can find that section simply by flipping through the pages until you come to the appropriate section number.



	? — Section number and name.  In the top center of each page you will find the section number and the title of that section.  This is useful for sections that are two or more pages in length because you can glance at the top center and know the number and name of the section you are reading.



	Ø — Text.  The text of the regulation occupies the bulk of the page.  The text is as it appears in the official government publication, the annual bound volume of the Code of Federal Regulations, as amended by final rules published in the daily Federal Regis�ter.  By using the looseleaf format, we are able to make changes in response to amend�ments as they appear in the Federal Register and send you those replacement pages in a very short time.  Thus these materials remain current at all times.  Relying on the bound volume of the Code of Federal Regulations can be hazardous since it is three to four months out of date when initially published, and sixteen to seventeen months out of date when replaced a year later.  Reading the Federal Register every day in order to update the CFR can be a time-consuming and tiresome process.  Our service does all the preparatory work for you—leaving you free to read and apply the regulations.



	8 — “Next Section Is.”  For whatever reasons, promulgating agencies do not always number their regulations consecutively (e.g., 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4).  Sometimes the skips are at regular intervals (e.g., 4.10, 4.15, 4.20, 4.25) while other times the skips are just at the end of subparts (e.g., 4.74, 4.75, 4.76, 4.100).  In any case, when you move directly from §4.31 to §4.40 it is not possible to know if this is the actual order of the regulation numbers, or if there are missing pages.  To solve this problem—and to provide you with a means of determining at any time if your set is complete—whenever there is a skip in section numbers we provide information on what the next section number should be.  On the last page of the preceding section, in the place on the page indicated by the “8” on the diagram, you will find the words “Next Section is” followed by a section number.  That tells you what the next section number should be.  If there is no “Next Section Is” reference, then the next section is in normal sequence.



	± — Source.  In the lower left-hand corner of every page you will find an entry that looks like one of these two formats:



		(Original  3/25/92)	or	(No. 2  10/25/92)



The first form is on every page when the book is initially published.  It means that the original book was issued on 25 March 1992.



	The second form is used for replacement pages sent to you because an amend�ment (or a new regulation) has been published.  It indicates the number of the supple�ment in which it was transmitted (e.g., No. 2), and the date of mailing of that supple�ment (e.g., 25 October 1992).  This allows you to check your set for accuracy against our master set by calling us at any time.  It also allows you to know exactly when certain changes in the regulations were made, and whether you have the appropriate changes filed in your book.





	Indexing.  This looseleaf service has two indices.  



		Index 1 is arranged by Code of Federal Regulations section number and presents the contents in the order in which they appear in the Code of Federal Regulations.  Since our page numbering system uses the section numbers, this index serves primarily as a table of contents for the book.



		Index 2 is unique to Book C and consists of an alphabetical listing of key words, including disabilities (with diagnostic code numbers), conditions, tables, plates, figures, and other material from Part 4,  indexed to the section number where they appear.   





	Supplements. By far the most important feature of this service is the supplement process. Supplements are prepared at the end of each month during which at least one final rule modification in the parts of Title 38 included in this book occurs. If no such change occurs in a particular month, then no supplement is provided for that month. The supplement will contain the following parts:



1. Title page

2. General instructions

3. Filing instructions

4. Highlights



	The title page will tell you to which Book (A through H) the supplement applies, so if you have more than one of our looseleaf services you will have no problem in identifying the one addressed by a particular supplement.



	The general instructions explain how the supplement process works in more detail than provided here, and gives specific guidance for making the changes.



	The filing instructions tell you exactly which pages to remove and which pages to add.



	The highlights section gives a brief summary of the nature of each change made by the pages in that supplement so that you will be aware of significant alterations in the regulations that might affect your responsibilities.



	Further instructions concerning supplements will be found in the following section. The most important piece of information about the supplement process, however, is the instruction to check the Supplement Filing Record to make certain that all prior supplements have been properly filed before beginning to file the current supplement. This will prevent filing materials out of order. Nothing will wreck a book of looseleaf regulations faster—and more irrevocably—than filing a later supplement before an earlier one. What you have likely done in such a case is to take out good, current material and insert old, outdated material. To avoid this error, simply check the Supplement Filing Record before filing each supplement. If there are missing supplements, call the VA for replacements and do not file the current supple�ment until those back issues are received and filed in proper order.



	Supplement frequency. The frequency note at the bottom of page C-7 is no longer valid. Beginning on 1 August 1995—as noted above—supplements are prepared at the end of every month during which at least one final rule modification to the parts of Title 38 included in this book occurs. 
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sources of assistance can be found on page C-2































Note: All references in the text of the regulations to Title 38, United States Code, are to redesignated section numbers as established in 1991 by P.L. 102-40, P.L. 102-83, and other sources, as compiled by the Office of General Counsel, Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Instructions for Filing Supplements



Book C—Schedule for Rating Disabilities





	This compilation of federal regulations affecting the Veterans Benefits Administration is provided for persons requiring easy access to current regulatory information.  By using the loose-leaf format, changes in the form of final rules published in the Federal Register can be incorporated at regular intervals following publication.  You will receive supplements on a periodic basis reflecting new regulations and amend�ments to existing regulations.  Filing instructions will provide you with an easy to follow routine for removing old pages and inserting new pages.  Once such supple�mental materials are filed, the set will reflect the current regulatory regime at that time.  



	To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page C-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page C-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page C-8)—the date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.











This Book C—Schedule for Rating Disabilities is supplemented Quarterly







�Supplement Filing Record



Book C—Schedule for Rating Disabilities





Note 1:  	The original set of regulations was issued on March 25, 1992, and was 	current through final rules published in the Federal Register of March 24, 	1992.  Data on updates since issuance of the original set is indicated below

	by the individual responsible for filing supplemental materials.



Note 2:	The information below should be entered immediately after filing supp-�	lemental materials.  If you receive a supplement, and the filing record 	indicates that one or more prior supplements has not been filed, you should 	contact the appropriate persons (see page C-2) for assistance.  Do not file 	supplements out of numerical order.
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Part 4 — Schedule for Rating Disabilities





	Page numbers have three parts: (1) the section number, (2) a hyphen, and (3) the page number within that section—e.g., 4.26-4.



	This looseleaf book has two indices.  



	• Index 1 (by section number)	begins on this page

	• Index 2 (by key word)	begins on page C-16



	The first is arranged by section number and presents the contents of Part 4 in the order in which they appear in the Code of Federal Regulations. The second—unique to this Book C— is arranged by key word, and provides an alphabetical listing of disabili�ties (with diagnostic code numbers), conditions, tables, plates, figures, and other material from Part 4.







Index 1 — by Section Number





Subpart A—General Policy in Rating





4.1 	Essentials of evaluative rating	4.1-1

4.2 	Interpretation of examination reports	4.2-1

4.3 	Resolution of reasonable doubt	4.3-1

4.6 	Evaluation of evidence	4.6-1

4.7 	Higher of two evaluations	4.7-1

4.9 	Congenital or developmental defects	4.9-1

4.10 	Functional impairment	4.10-1

4.13 	Effect of change of diagnosis	4.13-1

4.14 	Avoidance of pyramiding	4.14-1

4.15 	Total disability ratings	4.15-1

4.16 	Total disability ratings for compensation based on unemployability 

		of the individual	4.16-1

4.17 	Total disability ratings for pension based on unemployability and 

		age of the individual	4.17-1

4.17a 	Misconduct etiology	4.17a-1

4.18 	Unemployability	4.18-1

4.19 	Age in service-connected claims	4.19-1

4.20 	Analogous ratings	4.20-1

4.21 	Application of rating schedule	4.21-1

4.22 	Rating of disabilities aggravated by active service	4.22-1

4.23 	Attitude of rating officers	4.23-1



Subpart A—General Policy in Rating (cont.)



4.24 	Correspondence	4.24-1

4.25 	Combined ratings table	4.25-1

4.26 	Bilateral factor	4.26-1

4.27 	Use of diagnostic code numbers	4.27-1

4.28 	Prestabilization rating from date of discharge from service	4.28-1

4.29 	Ratings for service-connected disabilities requiring hospital 

		treatment or observation	4.29-1

4.30 	Convalescent ratings	4.30-1

4.31 	A no-percent rating	4.31-1







Subpart B—Disability Ratings



	The Musculoskeletal System



4.40 	Functional loss	4.40-1

4.41 	History of injury	4.41-1

4.42 	Complete medical examination of injury cases	4.42-1

4.43 	Osteomyelitis	4.43-1

4.44 	The bones	4.44-1

4.45 	The joints	4.45-1

4.46 	Accurate measurement	4.46-1

4.47 		[Reserved]

4.48 		[Reserved]

4.49 		[Reserved]

4.50 		[Reserved]

4.51 		[Reserved]

4.52 		[Reserved]

4.53 		[Reserved]

4.54 		[Reserved]

4.55 	Principles of combined ratings for muscle injuries	4.55-1

4.56 	Evaluation of muscle disabilities	4.56-1

4.57 	Static foot deformities	4.57-1

4.58 	Arthritis due to strain	4.58-1

4.59 	Painful motion	4.59-1

4.60 		[Reserved]

4.61 	Examination	4.61-1

4.62 	Circulatory disturbances	4.62-1

4.63 	Loss of use of hand or foot	4.63-1

4.64 	Loss of use of both buttocks	4.64-1

4.65 		[Reserved]

4.66 	Sacroiliac joint	4.66-1

4.67 	Pelvic bones	4.67-1

4.68 	Amputation rule	4.68-1





	The Musculoskeletal System (cont.)



4.69 	Dominant hand	4.69-1

4.70 	Inadequate examinations	4.70-1

4.71 	Measurement of ankylosis and joint motion	4.71-1

4.71a 	Schedule of ratings—musculoskeletal system	4.71a-1

4.72 		[Reserved]

4.73	Schedule of Ratings—Muscle injuries	4.73-1







	The Organs of Special Sense 



4.75 	Examination of visual acuity	4.75-1

4.76 	Examination of field vision	4.76-1

4.76a 	Computation of average concentric contraction of visual fields	4.76a-1

4.77 	Examination of muscle function	4.77-1

4.78 	Computing aggravation	4.78-1

4.79 	Loss of use of one eye, having only light perception	4.79-1

4.80 	Rating of one eye	4.80-1

4.81		[Reserved]

4.82     	[Reserved]

4.83 	Ratings at scheduled steps and distances	4.83-1

4.83a 	Impairment of central visual acuity	4.83a-1

4.84 	Differences between distant and near visual acuity	4.84-1

4.84a 	Schedule of ratings—eye	4.84a-1









	Impairment of Auditory Acuity  



4.85 	Evaluation of hearing impairment	4.85-1

4.86 	Exceptional patterns of hearing impairment	4.86-1

4.87 	Schedule of ratings—ear	4.87-1

4.87a	Schedule of ratings—other sense organs	4.87a-1







	Infectious Diseases, Immune Disorders and Nutritional Deficiencies 



4.88 	[Reserved]

4.88a	Chronic fatigue syndrome	4.88a-1

4.88b	Schedule of ratings—infectious diseases, immune disorders

		and nutritional deficiencies	4.88b-1

4.88c	Ratings for inactive nonpulmonary tuberculosis initially 

		entitled after August 19, 1968	4.88c-1

4.89 	Ratings for inactive nonpulmonary tuberculosis in effect 

		on August 19, 1968	4.89-1

	The Respiratory System



4.96 	Special provisions regarding evaluation of respiratory conditions	4.96-1

4.97 	Schedule of ratings—respiratory system	4.97-1







	The Cardiovascular System



4.100 	Necessity for complete diagnosis	 4.100-1

4.101 	Rheumatic heart disease	4.101-1

4.102	Varicose veins and phlebitis	 4.102-1

4.103		[Reserved] 

4.104 	Schedule of ratings—cardiovascular	4.104-1







	The Digestive System



4.110 	Ulcers	4.110-1

4.111 	Postgastrectomy syndromes	4.111-1

4.112 	Weight loss	4.112-1

4.113 	Coexisting abdominal conditions	4.113-1

4.114 	Schedule of ratings—digestive system	4.114-1







	The Genitourinary System



4.115 	Nephritis	4.115-1

4.115a 	Ratings of the genitourinary system—dysfunction	4.115a-1

4.115b	Ratings of the genitourinary system—diagnoses	4.115b-1





	Gynecological Conditions and Disorders of the Breast



4.116	Schedule of ratings—gynecological conditions and 

		disorders of the breast	4.116-1

 



 



	The Hemic and Lymphatic Systems



4.117 	Schedule of ratings—hemic and lymphatic systems	4.117-1









	The Skin



4.118 	Schedule of ratings—skin	4.118-1







	The Endocrine System



4.119 	Schedule of ratings—endocrine system	4.119-1







	Neurological Conditions and Convulsive Disorders



4.120 	Evaluations by comparison	4.120-1

4.121 	Identification of epilepsy	4.121-1

4.122 	Psychomotor epilepsy	4.122-1

4.123 	Neuritis, cranial or peripheral	4.123-1

4.124 	Neuralgia, cranial or peripheral	4.124-1

4.124a 	Schedule of ratings—neurological conditions and 

		convulsive disorders	4.124a-1







	Mental Disorders



4.125 	Diagnosis of mental disorders	4.125-1

4.126 	Evaluation of disability from mental disorders	4.126-1

4.127 	Mental retardation and personality disorders	4.127-1

4.128 	Convalescence ratings following extended hospitalization	4.128-1

4.129 	Mental disorders due to traumatic stress	4.129-1

4.130	Schedule of ratings—mental disorders	4.130-1

 



  





	Dental and Oral Conditions



4.149	[Reserved]

4.150 	Schedule of ratings—dental and oral conditions	4.150-1







 

End of Section Number Index
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