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Custom Federal Regulations Serviceô





Supplemental Materials for Book A



Code of Federal Regulations



Title 38, Parts 0, 1, 2, 12, 14-20, 25-26, 39-47



General





Veterans Benefits Administration



Supplement No. 26



25 March 1998



Covering the period of Federal Register issues

from November 22, 1997, through March 23, 1998











	When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supplemental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 	

	you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 	later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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 	old pages	new pages	Affected



Do not file this supplement until you confirm that all prior supplements have been filed





	A-29 to A-60	A-29 to A-58	Index to Book A



	2.6-4 to 2.7-1	2.6-4 to 2.7-1	ß2.6



	Part 17 (title page, 	Part 17 Title page, index, &

	   index, and all text)	   pages 17.30-1 to 17.905-2	Part 17





	

Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 

when you have finished filing this material.
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Book A, Supplement No. 26

March 25, 1998





	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. Part 17 (Medical) was revised as part of the ìreinventing governmentî regulatory initiative. However, a substantial number of errors were made in the initial publication, and no adequate corrections were published. Working from the Code of Federal Regulations, and amendments published in the Federal Register, we have now assembled the correct text for Part 17 as revised. Changes:

		ï Part 17 was revised in its entirety.



	2. On 6 March 1998, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to revise the delegations of authority concerning decisionmaking regarding complaints alleging discrimination on grounds of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability or reprisal. The delegations of authority are set forth in the regulatory text portion of this document and are consistent with the provisions of the Veteransí Benefits Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-114). Change:

		ï In ß2.6, revised paragraph (e)(6).
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	When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supplemental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 	

	you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 	later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�ponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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�	Remove these	Add these	Section(s)

 	old pages	new pages	Affected



Do not file this supplement until you confirm that all prior supplements have been filed





	A-55 to A-58	A-55 to A-56	Index to Book A



	47.title page	47.title page	Title page



	47.index-1 to 47.3-1	47.index-1 to 47.2-1	Part 47	

 













Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 
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May 25, 1998





	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 30 April 1998, VA published a final rule, effective 1 June 1998, to amend the VAís policy of reporting to State Licensing Boards any separated physician, dentist, or other licensed health care professional whose clinical practice so significantly fails to meet generally accepted standards of clinical practice as to raise reasonable concern for the safety of patients by providing that VA will also report to State Licensing Boards any currently employed physician, dentist, or other licensed health care professional (one who is on VA rolls) whose clinical practice so significantly failed to meet generally accepted standards of clinical practice during VA employment as to raise reasonable concern for the safety of patients. Changes:

		ï Revised the heading for Part 47;

		ï In ß47.1, removed paragraph (a), redesignated paragraphs (b)ñ(h) as (a)ñ(g), 			and added new paragraphs (h) and (i);

		ï Removed ß47.2; and

		ï Redesignated ß47.3 as ß47.2, and revised newly redesignated ß47.2.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	A-11 to A-12	A-11 to A-12	Index to Book A

 

	A-47 to A-48	A-47 to A-48	Index to Book A

 

	0.index-1 to 0.735-3-1	0.index-1 to 0.735-2-1	Index to Part 0



	20.index-1 to 20.index-2

		20.index-1 to 20.index-2	Index to Part 20



	20.610-2 to 20.611-1	20.610-2 to 20.611-1	ß20.611 (removed)





Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 

when you have finished filing this material.
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Book A, Supplement No. 28

June 25, 1998





	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 19 June 1998, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Standards of Ethical Conduct and Related Responsibilities (Part 0) by removing material regarding certain ethics determinations for agency employees. Changes:

		ï Removed ß0.735-2; and

		ï Redesignated ß0.735-3 as ß0.735-2.



	2. On 19 June 1998, the VA published a final rule, effective 20 July 1998, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals (Part 20) by eliminating a rule that automatically assigns a deceased appellantís representative to the appellantís survivor. Change:

		ï Removed ß20.611.
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�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corresponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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�	Remove these	Add these	Section(s)
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 14 July 1998, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date, to allow prescriptions to be filled by non-VA pharmacies in state homes under contract with VA for filling prescriptions for patients in state homes. Change:

		ï In ß17.96, revised the introductory text.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 
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	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)—the date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)—in these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading §3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: “Supplement Highlights references—6(2).” This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in §3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 23 July 1998, the VA published a final rule, effective 24 August 1998, to amend medical regulations concerning payment for non-VA physician services that are associated with either outpatient or inpatient care provided to eligible VA beneficiaries at non-VA facilities in order to establish reimbursement consistency among federal health benefits programs to ensure that amounts paid to physicians better represent the relative resource inputs used to furnish a service, and to achieve program cost reductions. Changes:

		• In §17.55, revised the introductory text, removed paragraph (h), and 			redesignated paragraphs (i)–(k) as paragraphs (h)–(j);

		• Redesignated §17.56 as §17.57, and added a new §17.56; and

		• Revised §17.128.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 
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	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading §3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: “Supplement Highlights references—6(2).” This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in §3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 9 September 1998, the VA published a final rule, effective 9 October 1998, to establish basic policies and procedures governing the administration of the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA), including CHAMPVA claims processing procedures, benefits and services. Changes:

		• Removed §17.84; and

		• Added a new center heading and new §§17.270–17.278.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 13 January 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective 12 February 1999, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals  to implement the provisions of section 1(b) of Pub. L. No. 105-111 (Nov. 21, 1997), which permits challenges to Board decisions on the grounds of ìclear and unmistakable error.î The amendments provide specific application procedures and establish decision standards based on case law which permit a claimant to demand review by the Board to determine whether clear and unmistakable error exists in an appellate decision previously issued by the Board, with a right of review of such determinations by the U.S. Court of Veterans Appeals. Changes:

		ï In ß20.609, added a new paragraph (c)(4); and

		ï Added a new Subpart O to 33 cfr Part 20, consisting of ßß20.1400ñ20.1411 			(Rules 1400ñ1411).
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	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading §3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: “Supplement Highlights references—6(2).” This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in §3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 12 February 1999, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals relating to challenges to Board decisions on the grounds of “clear and unmistakable error” in order to provide for notification of the party’s representative, and an opportunity for a response, when the Board receives a request for “clear and unmistakable error” review. Change:

		• Revised §20.1405(a).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 27 April 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective 1 September 1999, to amend medical regulations concerning collection or recovery by VA for medical care or services provided or furnished to a veteran for certain non-service connected disabilities in order to establish methodology for assessing ìreasonable chargesî consistent with the statutory amendment. 

		ï Redesignated ßß17.101 and 17.102 as ßß17.102 and 17.101, respectively; 			and

		ï Revised newly redesignated ßß17.101 and 17.102.



	2. On 7 June 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to change the name of the National Cemetery System to the National Cemetery Administration, and the title of Director, National Cemetery System, to Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs. Changes:

		ï Made nomenclature changes in ßß1.601, 1.602, 1.620, 1.630, 2.6, 26.3, and 			39.8.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corresponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 17 August 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the VA medical regulations by adding a new section to set forth reconsideration procedures regarding claims for benefits administered by the Veterans Health Administration. Change:

		ï Added a new ß17.133.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corresponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 30 August 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to (a) amend regulations regarding delegations of authority for determining and reconsidering claims under the Federal Tort Claims Act, and (b) make miscellaneous non-substantive changes to various provisions by revising or adding authority citations, updating titles of positions and VA subunits, correcting typographical errors, and making other non-substantive changes for the purpose of clarification. Changes:

		ï Redesignated ßß2.1ñ2.2 as ßß2.2ñ2.3, respectively, and added a new ß2.1;

		ï Made non-substantive modifications in ßß2.6, 14.601, 14.602, 14.604, 14.605, and 14.615; and

		ï Revised ß14.600.
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	When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supple�mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corresponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.



Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 6 October 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective 5 November 1999, to establish provisions consistent with the Veteransí Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 mandate to implement a national enrollment system to manage the delivery of healthcare services. Specifically: (1) Veterans will be allowed to apply to be enrolled in the VA healthcare system  at any time; (2) they will be eligible to be enrolled based on funding availability and their priority status; (3) in accord with statutory provisions, some categories of veterans are eligible for VA hospital and outpatient care even if not enrolled; (4) a ìmedical benefits packageî is established that sets forth, with certain exceptions, the hospital and outpatient care that will be provided to enrolled veterans and certain other veterans; and (5) VA will enroll all 7 priority categories of veterans for the period 1 October 1999 through 30 September 2000, unless it is necessary to change this determination by a subsequent rulemaking document. Changes:

		ï Revised the first sentence of ß17.34;

		ï Added new ßß17.36, 17.37, and 17.38;

		ï In ß17.43, removed paragraph (a) and redesignated paragraphs (b)ñ(e) as (a)ñ			(d);

		ï In ß17.47, removed paragraph (h), redesignated paragraphs (i)ñ(l) as (h)ñ(k), 			and revised newly redesignated paragraph (h);

		ï In ß17.93, revised paragraph (a)(2);

		ï Removed ß17.99; and

		ï In ß17.100, revised the third sentence.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:





	

Important Information about this Book A (General)

				



	Note: A new Book I (Medical) is being created. It will initially consist of:



		ï From this existing Book A (General) ó Parts 17, 46, and 47; and

		ï In the initial package of materials for Book I ó Parts 51 and 58.



	To make this change, you should first file in Book A all material contained in this 	supplement No. 38. Once you have completed that filing, remove the tab and all text 	for Parts 17, 46, and 47, and insert that material in your new binder for Book I 	(Medical). Book I will already contain appropriate introductory material, plus new 	Parts 51 and 58.







	1. On 30 December 1999, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 12 February 1999, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals with respect to ìclear and unmistakable error.î Change:

		ï In ß20.1400(b)(1), replaced ìThose decisionsî with ìDecisions on issues.î





	2. On 6 January 2000, the VA published a final rule, effective 7 February 2000, to amend the regulations concerning payment of per diem to State homes that provide nursing home care to eligible veterans. Changes:

		ï Added a note immediately preceding ß17.190;

		ï In ßß17.190ñ193 and 17.197ñ198, removed references to nursing home care; 

		ï Removed ß17.195; and

		ï In new Book I (Medical) added new Parts 51 (Per Diem for Nursing Home Care of Veterans in State Homes) and 58 (Forms) [see Note, above].



	3. On 11 January 2000, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to revise all references in Title 38, Ch. I, to ìOffice of Counsel to the Chairman (01C)î to read ìOffice of the Senior Deputy Vice Chairman (012).î Changes:

		ï The revision was made in ßß20.608, 20.609, 20.610, and 20.711.
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�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corresponding pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed without addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 17 March 2000, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date (applicable 10 November 1998, except for items following the 4th bullet, below), to update the Board of Veteransí Appealsí procedures to reflect changes made by ß1003 of the Veterans Programs Enhancement Act of 1998, and to reflect the change in the name of the United States Court of Veterans Appeals to the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims. Changes:

		ï Revised ß19.75;

		ï In ß20.704, revised paragraph (f), and the second sentence of paragraph (a);

		ï In ß20.900, revised paragraphs (b) and (c), and added paragraph (e); and

		ï Made nomenclature revisions in ßß20.609(i), 20.714(a)(5), 20.717(b), and 			20.900(d).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 
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	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 30 August 2000, the VA published a final common rule, effective 29 September 2000, to provide for the enforcement of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, by (among other Federal agencies) the Department of Veterans Affairs. Title IX prohibits recipients of Federal financial assistance from discriminating on the basis of sex in education programs or activities, and the regulations provide guidance to recipients of Federal financial assistance who administer education programs or activities. Change:

		ï Added a new Part 23 to Title 38.



	2. On 14 September 2000, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to provide that a Member of the Board of Veteransí Appeals may also be known as a ìveterans law judge.î Change:

		ï Revised ß19.2.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 			you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 	
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 8 December 2000, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to establish a mechanism for implementing statutory provisions that provide a monetary allowance for each new burial in a VA national cemetery where a privately-purchased outer burial receptacle is used in lieu of a government-furnished graveliner. Change:

		ï Added a new ß1.629.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.
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	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 6 March 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to rescind a rule originally published on 14 September 2000 which provided that a Member of the Board of Veterans' Appeals might also be known as a Veterans Law Judge. Because the amendment was published without providing an opportunity for notice and comment, and because subsequent objections were received, the VA has agreed to rescind the amendment and republish it as a proposed rule. Change:

		ï Revised ß19.2.

 -



�

Custom Federal Regulations Serviceô





This is supplemental material 



for Book A of your set of



Federal Regulations





Title 38, Parts 0, 1, 2, 12, 

14-16, 18ñ20, 25-26, 39-45





General



Veterans Benefits Administration





Supplement No. 43



Covering period of Federal Register issues 

from March 26, 2001, through May 23, 2001





Copyright © 2001 Jonathan Publishing

�



 

Need Assistance?







Printing for all supplements is performed by the United States Government 

Printing Office. Distribution is the responsibility of the 

VA Forms and Publications Depot. Accordingly:







Questions concerning missing supplements, need for additional books, and other distribution list issues for this loose-leaf service should be directed to:



Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Benefits Administration

Directives, Forms and Records Staff

Mail Code:  20S5

810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.

Washington  DC  20420

Telephone:  202/273-7080

Fax:  202/275-5947







Questions concerning the filing instructions for this loose-leaf service, 

or the reporting of substantive errors in the text, 

may be directed to:



Jonathan Publishing

3939 Bee Caves Road, Suite 200

Austin  TX  78746

Telephone:  512/328-2480

Fax:  512/328-5365

E-mail:  garyknight@ev1.net

Internet:  http://www.jonpub.com





Copyright © 2001 Jonathan Publishing

�

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS







Custom Federal Regulations Serviceô





Supplemental Materials for Book A



Code of Federal Regulations



Title 38, Parts 0, 1, 2, 12, 14-16, 18ñ20, 25-26, 39-45



General





Veterans Benefits Administration



Supplement No. 43



25 May 2001



Covering the period of Federal Register issues

from March 26, 2001, through May 23, 2001











	When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supple�mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 18 May 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 17 October 1998, to reflect changes made by The Strom Thurmond National Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year 1999 with respect to issuance of United States flags for burials of certain members of the Selected Reserve. Change:

		ï In ß1.10, added a new paragraph (a)(1)(v).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.



Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 10 July 2001, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals to provide that, when a motion to revise a Board decision on the grounds of clear and unmistakable error fails to provide specific allegations of error, the Board will dismiss the motion without prejudice to refiling. Changes:

		ï In ß20.1404, revised paragraph (b); and

		ï In ß20.1409, revised paragraph (b).



	2. On 17 July 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to adopt as a final rule the provisions of an interim final rule that amended the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals relating to challenges to Board decisions on the grounds of ìclear and unmistakable error;î this amendment provides for notification of the partyís representative and an opportunity for a response when the Board receives a request for CUE review. Change:

		ï In ß20.1405, revised paragraph (a).



	3. On 23 July 2001, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date, to clarify that the Board of Veteransí Appeals may obtain medical opinions from health care professionals in VAís Veterans Health Administration. Change:

		ï In ß20.901, revised paragraph (a).
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	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.







Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 28 September 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective 29 October 2001, to  adopt as a final rule amendments to a Board Rule of Practice concerning subpoenas. Changes:

		ï In ß20.711, revised paragraphs (c), (e), (f), (g), and (h), and added a new 			paragraph (i).



	2. On 3 October 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 11 February 1997, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals relating to the time limit for filing a substantive appeal in order to implement an opinion by the General Counsel of the Department of Veterans Affairs that, in some cases, when a claimant files additional evidence, the deadline for filing a substantive appeal may be extended. Changes:

		ï In ß20.302, revised paragraph (b); and

		ï Revised ß20.304.



	3. On 22 October 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective 21 November 2001, to clarify that the Board of Veteransí Appeals may address questions related to its jurisdiction in the first instance, and to provide for notice and an opportunity to comment when the Board raises jurisdictional questions on its own initiative. Changes:

		ï In ß19.35, revised the first sentence; 

		ï In ß20.101, revised paragraph (c), and added new paragraphs (d) and (e); and

		ï Removed and reserved ß20.203.
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Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 3 December 2001, the VA published a final rule, effective 2 January 2002, to amend a Board of Veteransí Appeal rule of practice pertaining to a type of notice given in simultaneously contested claim appeals, in order to eliminate an inconsistency between that rule of practice and an appeals regulation, and to update a presumption related to communication of the notice. Change:

		ï Revised ß20.502.
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	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 23 January 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 22 February 2002, to amend the Appeals Regulations and Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals to permit the Board to obtain evidence, clarify the evidence, cure a procedural defect, or perform any other action essential for a proper appellate decision in any appeal properly before it without having to remand the appeal to the agency of original jurisdiction; and to allow the Board to consider additional evidence without having to refer the evidence to the agency of original jurisdiction for initial consideration and without having to obtain the appellantís waiver. Changes:

		ï Revised ßß19.9, 19.31, 20.903, and 20.1304.



	2. On 24 January 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to  delegate to certain VA officials authority to supervise and control the operation of the administrative Equal Employment Opportunity Discrimination Complaint Processing System; to make procedural decisions to accept or dismiss discrimination complaints; to decide breach of settlement agreement claims; to resolve claims of dissatisfaction with the processing of previously filed discrimination complaints; to make under limited circumstances substantive final agency decisions; to take final agency action following an Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Administrative Judgeís decision; to monitor agency compliance with orders and decisions of the Office of Employment Discrimination Complaint Adjudication  and EEOC; to require that any complaint filed against the Secretary or Deputy Secretary based upon personal actions or decisions by these officials as opposed to ministerial actions will be transferred to another Federal agency for processing and adjudication on a cost reimbursable basis; and to make changes to reflect that the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Resolution Management is responsible for coordinating activities regarding allegations of discrimination on the basis of handicap in programs and activities conducted by VA. Changes

		ï In ß2.6, removed paragraph (e)(6) and redesigned paragraphs (e)(7)ñ(12) as 			(e)(6)ñ(11), and added new paragraphs (h)ñ(k); and

		ï In ß15.170, revised paragraph (c).
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Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 4 April 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to make nomenclature changes in Part 20 affecting the designation ìDirector, Management and Administration (01E).î These changes are non-substantive.



	2. On 5 April 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 6 May 2002, to amend the Rules of Practice at the Board of Veteransí Appeals to clarify that the general rule that the Board is not bound by prior dispositions during the veteranís lifetime of issues involved in the survivorís claim does not apply to claims for ìenhancedî Dependency and Indemnity Compensation. Change:

		ï Revised ß20.1106.
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Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 23 May 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 24 June 2002 (except for ß20.609(i) which is effective 22 July 2002), to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals by establishing safeguards in the case of ìdisinterested third-partiesî who pay a veteranís attorney fees, and by simplifying certain notice procedures. Changes:

		ï In ß20.3, redesignated paragraphs (n)ñ(p) as paragraphs (o)ñ(q), and added a 			new paragraph (n);

		ï In ß20.609, revised paragraphs (d)(2), (f), (g), and (i), and added a new 			paragraph (j); and

		ï In ß20.610, revised paragraph (d), and added a new paragraph (e).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 17 July 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to adopt as a final rule without change an amendment, originally published on 10 July 2001, that provided, when a motion to revise a Board of Appeals decision on the grounds of clear and unmistakable error failed to provide specific allegations of error, the Board will dismiss the motion without prejudice to refiling. Change:

		ï Added citation references to ßß20.1404 and 20.1409.





-



�

Custom Federal Regulations Serviceô





This is supplemental material 



for Book A of your set of



Federal Regulations





Title 38, Parts 0, 1, 2, 12, 

14-16, 18ñ20, 25-26, 39-45





General



Veterans Benefits Administration





Supplement No. 51



Covering period of Federal Register issues 

through August 18, 2002













Copyright © 2002 Jonathan Publishing

�



 

Need Assistance?







Printing for all supplements is performed by the United States Government 

Printing Office. Distribution is the responsibility of the 

VA Forms and Publications Depot. Accordingly:







Questions concerning missing supplements, need for additional books, and other distribution list issues for this loose-leaf service should be directed to:



Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Benefits Administration

Directives, Forms and Records Staff

Mail Code:  20S5

810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.

Washington  DC  20420

Telephone:  202/273-7080

Fax:  202/275-5947







Questions concerning the filing instructions for this loose-leaf service, 

or the reporting of substantive errors in the text, 

may be directed to:



Jonathan Publishing

3939 Bee Caves Road, Suite 200

Austin  TX  78746

Telephone:  512/328-2480

Fax:  512/328-5365

E-mail:  garyknight@ev1.net

Internet:  http://www.jonpub.com















Copyright © 2002 Jonathan Publishing

�

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS







Custom Federal Regulations Serviceô





Supplemental Materials for Book A



Code of Federal Regulations



Title 38, Parts 0, 1, 2, 12, 14-16, 18ñ20, 25-26, 39-45



General





Veterans Benefits Administration



Supplement No. 51



25 August 2002



Covering the period of Federal Register issues

through August 18, 2002











	When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supple�mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon 			receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page 		A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If 		you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits 		Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement 		Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of 		filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, 		you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain 		to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the 		back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference 		in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for 		removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion 		later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 31 July 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 27 December 2001, to remove the requirement that, in order for an agent or attorney to charge a fee for services provided in a case, there must have been a notice of disagreement filed in the case on or after November 18, 1988 (the change is required by a statute enacted in December 2001). Change:

		ï In ß20.609, revised paragraph (c).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 8 October 2002, the VA published a final rule, effective 7 November 2002, to amend regulations governing eligibility for interment or memorialization in national cemeteries and in State cemeteries receiving State cemetery grants from VA in order to ensure that the remains of certain persons who committed Federal or State capital crimes are not interred in such cemeteries and that the memory of such persons is not memorialized in such cemeteries. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Added new ßß1.600, 1.617, and 1.618; and

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß39.2, added a new paragraph (d);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß39.3, revised paragraph (b)(1).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 10 February 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Department of Veterans Affairsí appeals regulations to provide that a Member of the Board of Veteransí Appeals may also be known as a Veterans Law Judge. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised ß19.2.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 24 February 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to revise existing procedures and requirements regarding recognition of service organizations and accreditation of their representatives and of agents, attorneys, and individuals seeking to represent claimants for benefits administered by VA in order to improve clarity and to enhance VAís ability to assure high quality representation of claimants. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised ßß14.626, 14.630, and 14.632;

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß14.627, redesignated paragraphs (h)-(k) as (k)-(n); revised paragraph (g); and added new paragraph (h)-(j);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß14.628, revised paragraph (c) heading; removed paragraph (e); redesignated paragraphs (f)-(g) as (e)-(f); revised paragraphs (a)(2), (b), (d), and newly redesignated (e);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß14.629, revised the section heading and introductory text; removed paragraphs (a)(1)(i)-(iii); revised paragraphs (a) introductory text, (a)(1), (a)(2)(ii), (b), and (c); and added a note at the end of the section;

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß 14.631, revised paragraph (a) introductory text; removed paragraphs (c)(3) and (e); redesignated paragraphs (b)-(d) as (e)-(g); revised newly redesignated paragraphs (e), (f)(1), and (g); and added new paragraph (b)-(d);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß14.634, removed the cross references paragraph at the end of the section; and

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß14.635, revised the introductory text and paragraph (b).



	2. On 19 March 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective 18 April 2003, to amend a Board of Veteransí Appeals Rule of Practice to remove an unnecessary restriction on who may withdraw an appeal to the Board of Veteransí Appeals and to clarify appeal withdrawal procedures. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised ß20.204.
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�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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Book A, Supplement No. 55

April 25, 2003





	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 1 April 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective 1 May 2003, to provide a list of those individuals who are eligible for burial in a national cemetery. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised ß1.620.



	2. On 10 April 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to provide that VA employees are required to report information about possible criminal activity to the VA Police and the VA Office of Inspector General, who will receive such information, investigate those cases within their respective jurisdiction, and refer proper cases for prosecution. In addition, the final rule clarifies and more accurately states the investigative jurisdiction of the Office of Inspector General. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Added new ßß1.200 through 1.205;

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß14.560, removed paragraphs (a) and (b), and removed the designation (c) from paragraph (c); and

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Removed ß14.563.

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Also, in Book I, revised paragraph (c) of ß17.170.
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 13 May 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to set forth a delegation of authority to the Assistant to the Secretary for Regulation Policy and Management to manage and coordinate the Department of Veterans Affairsí rulemaking process. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß2.6, added a new paragraph (l); and

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß2.7, revised paragraph (b).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 13 June 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective 12 August 2003, to revise the regulation which exempts certain records from the provisions of the Privacy Act authorized under 5 U.S.C. 552a(j)(2) and (k)(2) in order to permit VA to exempt a new Privacy Act system of records, Police and Security RecordsóVA (103VA07B). Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß1.582, added a new paragraph(d).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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Book A, Supplement No. 58

September 25, 2003



	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.



Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 26 August 2003, the VA published a joint final rule, effective 25 September 2003, to incorporate the Civil Rights Restoration Actís definitions of ìprogram or activityî and ìprogramî into its  regulations, and to promote consistent and adequate enforcement of civil rights statutes. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß18.4, revised the heading of paragraph (b) and paragraph (d);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß18.13, Revised paragraph (f);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Made editorial changes in various sections in Subpart A;

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß18.403, added a new paragraph (m);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß18.404, revised the heading of paragraph (c);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß18.405, revised paragraph (c);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised the undesignated center heading preceding ß18.421;

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß18.422, revised the heading and first sentence of paragraph (a);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised the headings of ßß18.438 and 18.439

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Made editorial changes in various sections in Subpart D;

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß18.503, redesignated paragraphs (j)ñ(l) as (k)ñ(m), and added paragraph (j);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised the heading of Appendix B to Subpart E; and

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Made editorial changes in various sections in Subpart E.



	2. On 12 September 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veteransí Appeals relating to challenges to Board decisions on the grounds of ìclear and unmistakable errorî in order to provide for advancing CUE motions on the docket. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.1405, redesignated paragraph (a)(2) as (a)(3), and added a new paragraph (a)(2).



	3. On 12 September 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend a Board of Veteransí Appeals Rule of Practice to provide that a case may be advanced on the Boardís docket because of the appellantís advanced age. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.900, revised paragraph (c).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 25 September 2003, the VA published an interim final rule, effective that same date (applicable to deaths occurring on or after 11 September 2001), to allow the VA to furnish an appropriate Government marker for the grave of an eligible veteran buried in a private cemetery, regardless of whether the grave is already marked with a privately purchased marker. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Added a new ß1.631.
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�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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 	old pages	new pages	Affected



Do not file this supplement until you confirm that 

all prior supplements have been filed



	20.300-1 to 20.302-1	20.300-1 to 20.302-1	ß20.302



	20. 402-1 to 20.501-1	20. 402-1 to 20.501-2	ß20.501
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Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 
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Book A, Supplement No. 60

November 25, 2003





	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 17 November 2003, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the VA Board of Veteransí Appeals Rules of Practice to eliminate the requirement that an appellant must file a timely Substantive Appeal with respect to issues covered in a Supplemental Statement of the Case that were not in the original Statement of the Case. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.302, revised paragraph (c); and

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.501, revised paragraph (c).
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	When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supple�mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	All existing pages for Part 44	Part 44 Title Pageñ44.App-1	Part 44 (revised)

 

	None	New tab for Part 48	Part 48; insert after 

			   last page in Book A

			   (p. 45.App.B-4)



	None	Part 48 Title Pageñ48.670-1  	New Part 48; insert 

			   after new tab
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 26 November 2003, the VA participated in publishing a government-wide rule, effective that same date, to implement changes to the government-wide nonprocurement debarment and suspension common rule, and the associated rule on drug-free workplace requirements. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised Part 44 and added a new Part 48 to Title 38.
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�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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Book A, Supplement No. 62
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�	Remove these	Add these	Section(s)

 	old pages	new pages	Affected



Do not file this supplement until you confirm that 

all prior supplements have been filed



	A-41 to A-50	A-41 to A-54	Index to Book A



	1.630-1 to 1.631-1	1.630-1 to 1.631-1	ß1.631

 

	20.608-1 to 20.609-1	20.608-1 to 20.609-1	ß20.608



	20.901-1 to 20.903-1	20.901-1 to 20.903-1	ß20.901	



	39ñTitle Page to 39.8-12	39ñTitle Page to 39.Forms-11	New Part 39







Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 

when you have finished filing this material.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 11 March 2004, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 25 September 2003, to adopt as finalówithout changeóthe interim rule affecting ß1.631 originally published on 25 September 2003.



	2. On 29 March 2004, the VA published a final rule, effective 28 April 2004, to amend regulations governing grants to States to establish, expand, or improve State veteransí cemeteries in order to comply with a statutory change effected by the Veterans Programs Enhancement Act of 1998 which changed the grant formula from a 50-50 Federal-State matching program to a program that authorizes up to 100 percent Federal funding of certain costs. The rule also simplified the preapplication process and established a system of prioritizing grant applications. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised Part 39 in its entirety.



	3. On 15 April 2004, the VA published a final rule, effective retroactively to 23 July 2001, to adopt as final an interim final rule affecting ß20.901 originally published on 23 July 2001. The only change was to the authority citation following paragraph (a).



	4. On 20 April 2004, the VA published a final rule, effective 20 May 2004, to amend the BVAís Rules of Practice to simplify notice procedures relating to withdrawal of services by a representative after certification of an appeal. Change:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.608, revised paragraph (b)(2).
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		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 4 June 2004, the VA published a final rule to adopt as final without change an interim final rule affecting ß20.1405 that was originally published on 12 September 2003. An appropriate Federal Register citation has been added at the end of ß20.1405.



	2. On 1 July 2004, the VA published a final rule, effective 2 August 2004, to extend eligibility for burial in a national cemetery to a remarried surviving spouse who died on or after January 1, 2000, based on his or her prior marriage to an eligible veteran, and to extend eligibility for burial in a national cemetery to New Philippine Scouts who lawfully resided in the United States and died on or after December 16, 2003. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß1.620, revised paragraphs (e) and (h). 
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	When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supple�mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



�

		To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 

		it is important that you follow these simple procedures:



	1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 



	2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple�ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.



	3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)óthe date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.



	4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   



	5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.



	6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.









	To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres�pond�ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with�out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)óin these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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	19.34-1 to 19.38-1	19.34-1 to 19.38-2	ß19.38



20.1-1 to 20.99-1	20.1-1 to 20.99-1	ß20.3



	20.902-2 to 20.903-1	20.902-2 to 20.903-1	ß20.903



	20.1304-1 to 20.1304-2	20.1304-1 to 20.1304-4	ß20.1304





Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 

when you have finished filing this material.
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	Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading ß3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: ìSupplement Highlights referencesó6(2).î This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in ß3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.



	Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.





Modifications in this supplement include the following:



	1. On 3 September 2004, the VA published a final rule, effective 4 October 2004, to remove the Board of Veterans Appealsí authority to develop evidence for initial consideration unless the appellant or appellant's representative waives the right to initial review by the agency of original jurisdiction of new evidence received by the Board; and redefine agency of original jurisdiction to refer to the Veterans Benefits Administration, Veterans Health Administration, or National Cemetery Administration, depending upon the origin of the appealed decision. Changes:

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß19.9, revised the section heading, and paragraphs (a) and (b);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� Revised ß19.38;

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.3, revised paragraph (a);

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.903, revised paragraph (a), removed paragraph (b), redesignated paragraph (c) as (b), and revised redesignated paragraph (b); and

		�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12�∑� In ß20.1304, revised paragraphs (a) and (b), redesignated paragraph (c) as (d), added a new paragraph (c), and revised redesigned paragraph (d).
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