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When Book B was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 9 August 1991.  These supple​mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page B-5 of Book B, Adjudication.  



To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 



it is important that you follow these simple procedures:

1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 


2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page B-5) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple​ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page B-4.


3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page B-5)—the date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.


4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   


5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.


6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.


To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres​pond​ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with​out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)—in these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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Note: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading §3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: “Supplement Highlights references—6(2).” This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in §3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.


Supplement frequency: This Book B (Adjudication) was originally supplemented four times a year, in February, May, August, and November. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.

Modifications in this supplement include the following:


1. On 5 September 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend its regulations concerning forfeiture of benefit payments and improved pension payments in order to provide clarification and eliminate minor typographical errors. Changes:



( In §3.30, revised paragraph (b); and



( In §3.669, revised paragraph (a).


2. On 6 September 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective 6 October 2006, to amend rules regarding reconsideration of decisions on claims for benefits based on newly discovered service records received after the initial decision on a claim in order to provide consistency in adjudication of certain types of claims. Changes:



( In §3.156, added paragraphs headings to paragraphs (a) and (b), and revised paragraph (c); and



( In §3.400, revised paragraph (q).


3. On 7 September 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective 10 October 2006, to amend its adjudication regulations concerning secondary service connection in order to conform the regulations to a court decision that clarified the circumstances under which a veteran may be compensated for an increase in the severity of an otherwise nonservice-connected condition which is caused by aggravation from a service-connected condition. Change:



( In §3.310, revised the section heading; redesignated paragraph (b) as paragraph (c); and added a new paragraph (c).
P

§3.30  Frequency of payment of improved pension and parents’ dependency and 
indemnity compensation (DIC).


Payment shall be made as shown in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) of this section; however, beneficiaries receiving payment less frequently than monthly may elect to receive payment monthly in cases in which other Federal benefits would otherwise be denied.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))


(a) Improved pension—Monthly. Payment shall be made monthly if the annual rate payable is $228 or more.


(b) Improved pension—Quarterly. Payment shall be made every 3 months on or about March 1, June 1, September 1, and December 1, if the annual rate payable is at least $144 but less than $228.


(c) Improved pension—Semiannually. Payment shall be made every 6 months on or about June 1, and December 1, if the annual rate payable is at least $72 but less than $144.


(d) Improved pension—Annually. Payment shall be made annually on or about June 1, if the annual rate payable is less than $72.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1508)


(e) Parents’ DIC—Semiannually. Benefits shall be paid every 6 months on or about June 1, and December 1, if the amount of the annual benefit is less than 4 percent of the maximum annual rate payable under 38 U.S.C. 1315.


(f) Payment of less than one dollar. Payments of less than $1 shall not be made.


[44 FR 45935,  Aug. 6, 1979, as amended at 51 FR 1790, Jan. 15, 1988; 53 FR 7903, 

Mar. 11, 1988; 57 FR 10425, Mar. 26, 1992; 71 FR 52290, Sept. 5, 2006]


Cross reference:  Pension. See §3.3(a)(3), (b)(4).


Supplement Highlights reference:  73(1)

§3.31  Commencement of the period of payment.


Regardless of VA regulations concerning effective dates of awards, and except as provided in paragraph (c) of this section, payment of monetary benefits based on original, reopened, or increased awards of compensation, pension, dependency and indemnity compensation, or a monetary allowance under 38 U.S.C. chapter 18 for an individual who is a child of a Vietnam veteran may not be made for any period prior to the first day of the calendar month following the month in which the award became effective. However, beneficiaries will be deemed to be in receipt of monetary benefits during the period between the effective date of the award and the date payment commences for the purpose of all laws administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs except that nothing in this section will be construed as preventing the receipt of retired or retirement pay prior to the effective date of waiver of such pay in accordance with 38 U.S.C. 5305.


(a) Increased award defined. For the purposes of this section the term “increased award” means an award which is increased because of an added dependent, increase in disability or disability rating, or reduction in income. The term also includes elections of improved pension under section 306 of Pub. L. 95-588 and awards pursuant to paragraphs 29 and 30 of the Schedule for Rating Disabilities except as provided in paragraph (c) of this section.


(b) General rule of applicability. The provisions of this section apply to all original, reopened, or increased awards unless such awards provide only for continuity of entitlement with no increase in rate of payment.


(c) Specific exclusions. The provisions of this section do not apply to the following types of awards.



(1) Surviving spouse’s rate for the month of a veteran’s death (for exception see §3.20(b))



(2) In cases where military retired or retirement pay is greater than the amount of compensation payable, compensation will be paid as of the effective date of waiver of such pay. However, in cases where the amount of compensation payable is greater than military retired or retirement pay, payment of the available difference for any period prior to the effective date of total waiver of such pay is subject to the general provisions of this section.



(3) Adjustments of awards—such as in the case of original or increased apportionments or the termination of any withholding, reduction, or suspension by reason of: 




(i) Recoupment,




(ii) An offset to collect indebtedness,




(iii) Institutionalization (hospitalization),




(iv) Incompetency,

§3.155  Informal claims.


(a) Any communication or action, indicating an intent to apply for one or more benefits under the laws administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs, from a claimant, his or her duly authorized representative, a Member of Congress, or some person acting as next friend of a claimant who is not sui juris may be considered an informal claim. Such informal claim must identify the benefit sought. Upon receipt of an informal claim, if a formal claim has not been filed, an application form will be forwarded to the claimant for execution. If received within 1 year from the date it was sent to the claimant, it will be considered filed as of the date of receipt of the informal claim.


(b) A communication received from a service organization, an attorney, or agent may not be accepted as an informal claim if a power of attorney was not executed at the time the communication was written.


(c) When a claim has been filed which meets the requirements of §3.151 or §3.152, an informal request for increase or reopening will be accepted as a claim.


[26 FR 1570, Feb. 24, 1961, as amended at 52 FR 27340, July 21, 1987]


Cross references:  State Department as agent of VA. See §3.108. Report of examination or hospitalization—as claim for increase or to reopen. See §3.157.

§3.156  New and material evidence.

(a) General. A claimant may reopen a finally adjudicated claim by submitting new and material evidence. New evidence means existing evidence not previously submitted to agency decisionmakers. Material evidence means existing evidence that, by itself or when considered with previous evidence of record, relates to an unestablished fact necessary to substantiate the claim. New and material evidence can be neither cumulative nor redundant of the evidence of record at the time of the last prior final denial of the claim sought to be reopened, and must raise a reasonable possibility of substantiating the claim.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 5103A(f), 5108)


(b) Pending claim. New and material evidence received prior to the expiration of the appeal period, or prior to the appellate decision if a timely appeal has been filed (including evidence received prior to an appellate decision and referred to the agency of original jurisdiction by the Board of Veterans Appeals without consideration in that decision in accordance with the provisions of §20.1304(b)(1) of this chapter), will be considered as having been filed in connection with the claim which was pending at the beginning of the appeal period.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))

(c) Service department records. 

(1) Notwithstanding any other section in this part, at any time after VA issues a decision on a claim, if VA receives or associates with the claims file relevant official service department records that existed and had not been associated with the claims file when VA first decided the claim, VA will reconsider the claim, notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this section. Such records include, but are not limited to:

(i) Service records that are related to a claimed in-service event, injury, or disease, regardless of whether such records mention the veteran by name, as long as the other requirements of paragraph (c) of this section are met;

(ii) Additional service records forwarded by the Department of Defense or the service department to VA any time after VA’s original request for service records; and

(iii) Declassified records that could not have been obtained because the records were classified when VA decided the claim.

(2) Paragraph (c)(1) of this section does not apply to records that VA could not have obtained when it decided the claim because the records did not exist when VA decided the claim, or because the claimant failed to provide sufficient information for VA to identify and obtain the records from the respective service department, the Joint Services Records Research Center, or from any other official source.

(3) An award made based all or in part on the records identified by paragraph (c)(1) of this section is effective on the date entitlement arose or the date VA received the previously decided claim, whichever is later, or such other date as may be authorized by the provisions of this part applicable to the previously decided claim.

(4) A retroactive evaluation of disability resulting from disease or injury subsequently service connected on the basis of the new evidence from the service department must be supported adequately by medical evidence. Where such records clearly support the assignment of a specific rating over a part or the entire period of time involved, a retroactive evaluation will be assigned accordingly, except as it may be affected by the filing date of the original claim.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))


[27 FR 11887, Dec. 1, 1962, as amended at 55 FR 20148, May 15, 1990; 55 FR 52275, Dec. 21, 1990; 58 FR 32443, June 10, 1993; 66 FR 45630, Aug. 29, 2001; 71 FR 52457, Sept. 6, 2006]


Cross references: Effective dates—general. See §3.400. Correction of military records. See §3.400(g).
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§3.303 Principles relating to service connection.


(a) General. Service connection connotes many factors but basically it means that the facts, shown by evidence, establish that a particular injury or disease resulting in disability was incurred coincident with service in the Armed Forces, or if preexisting such service, was aggravated therein. This may be accomplished by affirmatively showing inception or aggravation during service or through the application of statutory presumptions. Each disabling condition shown by a veteran’s service records, or for which he seeks a service connection must be considered on the basis of the places, types and circumstances of his service as shown by service records, the official history of each organization in which he served, his medical records and all pertinent medical and lay evidence. Determinations as to service connection will be based on review of the entire evidence of record, with due consideration to the policy of the Department of Veterans Affairs to administer the law under a broad and liberal interpretation consistent with the facts in each individual case.


(b) Chronicity and continuity. With chronic disease shown as such in service (or within the presumptive period under §3.307) so as to permit a finding of service connection, subsequent manifestations of the same chronic disease at any later date, however remote, are service connected, unless clearly attributable to intercurrent causes. This rule does not mean that any manifestation of joint pain, any abnormality of heart action or heart sounds, any urinary findings of casts, or any cough, in service will permit service connection of arthritis, disease of the heart, nephritis, or pulmonary disease, first shown as a clearcut clinical entity, at some later date. For the showing of chronic disease in service there is required a combination of manifestations sufficient to identify the disease entity, and sufficient observation to establish chronicity at the time, as distinguished from merely isolated findings or a diagnosis including the word “Chronic.” When the disease identity is established (leprosy, tuberculosis, multiple sclerosis, etc.), there is no requirement of evidentiary showing of continuity. Continuity of symptomatology is required only where the condition noted during service (or in the presumptive period) is not, in fact, shown to be chronic or where the diagnosis of chronicity may be legitimately questioned. When the fact of chronicity in service is not adequately supported, then a showing of continuity after discharge is required to support the claim.


(c) Preservice disabilities noted in service. There are medical principles so universally recognized as to constitute fact (clear and unmistakable proof ), and when in accordance with these principles existence of a disability prior to service is established, no additional or confirmatory evidence is necessary. Consequently with notation or discovery during service of such residual conditions (scars; fibrosis of the lungs; atrophies following disease of the central or peripheral nervous system; healed fractures; absent, displaced or resected parts of organs; supernumerary parts; congenital malformations or hemorrhoidal tags or tabs, etc.) with no evidence of the pertinent antecedent active disease or injury during service the conclusion must be that they preexisted service. Similarly, manifestation of lesions or symptoms of chronic disease from date of enlistment, or so close thereto that the disease could not have originated in so short a period will establish preservice existence thereof. Conditions of an infectious nature are to be considered with regard to the circumstances of the infection and if manifested in less than the respective incubation periods after reporting for duty, they will be held to have preexisted service. In the field of mental disorders, personality disorders which are characterized 

§3.310  Disabilities that are proximately due to, or aggravated by, service-connected disease 

or injury.


(a) General. Except as provided in §3.300(c), disability which is proximately due to or the result of a service-connected disease or injury shall be service connected. When service connection is thus established for a secondary condition, the secondary condition shall be considered a part of the original condition.

(b) Aggravation of nonservice-connected disabilities. Any increase in severity of a nonservice-connected disease or injury that is proximately due to or the result of a service-connected disease or injury, and not due to the natural progress of the nonservice-connected disease, will be service connected. However, VA will not concede that a nonservice-connected disease or injury was aggravated by a service-connected disease or injury unless the baseline level of severity of the nonservice-connected disease or injury is established by medical evidence created before the onset of aggravation or by the earliest medical evidence created at any time between the onset of aggravation and the receipt of medical evidence establishing the current level of severity of the nonservice-connected disease or injury. The rating activity will determine the baseline and current levels of severity under the Schedule for Rating Disabilities (38 CFR part 4) and determine the extent of aggravation by deducting the baseline level of severity, as well as any increase in severity due to the natural progress of the disease, from the current level.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1110 and 1131)


(c) Cardiovascular disease. Ischemic heart disease or other cardiovascular disease developing in a veteran who has a service-connected amputation of one lower extremity at or above the knee or service-connected amputations of both lower extremities at or above the ankles, shall be held to be the proximate result of the service-connected amputation or amputations.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), 1110-1131)


[44 FR 50340, Aug. 28, 1979, as amended at 66 FR 18198, Apr. 6, 2001; 71 FR 52747, Sept. 7, 2006]


Supplement Highlights references:  45(2), 73(3).
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§3.311  Claims based on exposure to ionizing radiation.


(a) Determinations of exposure and dose:


(1) Dose assessment. In all claims in which it is established that a radiogenic disease first became manifest after service and was not manifest to a compensable degree within any applicable presumptive period as specified in §3.307 or §3.309, and it is contended the disease is a result of exposure to ionizing radiation in service, an assessment will be made as to the size and nature of the radiation dose or doses. When dose estimates provided pursuant to paragraph (a)(2) of this section are reported as a range of doses to which a veteran may have been exposed, exposure at the highest level of the dose range reported will be presumed.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))



(2) Request for dose information. Where necessary pursuant to paragraph (a)(1) of this section, dose information will be requested as follows:




(i) Atmospheric nuclear weapons test participation claims. In claims based upon participation in atmospheric nuclear testing, dose data will in all cases be requested from the appropriate office of the Department of Defense.




(ii) Hiroshima and Nagasaki occupation claims. In all claims based on participation in the American occupation of Hiroshima or Nagasaki, Japan, prior to July 1, 1946, dose data will be requested from the Department of Defense.




(iii) Other exposure claims. In all other claims involving radiation exposure, a request will be made for any available records concerning the veteran’s exposure to radiation. These records normally include but may not be limited to the veteran’s Record of Occupational Exposure to Ionizing Radiation (DD Form 1141), if maintained, service medical records, and other records which may contain information pertaining to the veteran’s radiation dose in service. All such records will be forwarded to the Under Secretary for Health, who will be responsible for preparation of a dose estimate, to the extent feasible, based on available methodologies.



(3) Referral to independent expert. When necessary to reconcile a material difference between an estimate of dose, from a credible source, submitted by or on behalf of a claimant, and dose data derived from official military records, the estimates and supporting documentation shall be referred to an independent expert, selected by the Director of the National Institutes of Health, who shall prepare a separate radiation dose estimate for consideration in adjudication of the claim. For purposes of this paragraph:




(i) The difference between the claimant’s estimate and dose data derived from official military records shall ordinarily be considered material if one estimate is at least double the other estimate.




(ii) A dose estimate shall be considered from a “credible source” if prepared by a person or persons certified by an appropriate professional body in the field of 
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health physics, nuclear medicine or radiology and if based on analysis of the facts and circumstances of the particular claim.  



(4) Exposure. In cases described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) and (ii) of this section:




(i) If military records do not establish presence at or absence from a site at which exposure to radiation is claimed to have occurred, the veteran’s presence at the site will be conceded.




(ii) Neither the veteran nor the veteran’s survivors may be required to produce evidence substantiating exposure if the information in the veteran’s service records or other records maintained by the Department of Defense is consistent with the claim that the veteran was present where and when the claimed exposure occurred.


(b) Initial review of claims. 



(1) When it is determined:




(i) A veteran was exposed to ionizing radiation as a result of participation in the atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons, the occupation of Hiroshima or Nagasaki, Japan from September 1945 until July 1946 or other activities as claimed;




(ii) The veteran subsequently developed a radiogenic disease; and




(iii) Such disease first became manifest within the period specified in paragraph (b)(5) of this section; before its adjudication the claim will be referred to the Under Secretary for Benefits for further consideration in accordance with paragraph (c) of this section. If any of the foregoing 3 requirements has not been met, it shall not be determined that a disease has resulted from exposure to ionizing radiation under such circumstances. 



(2) For purposes of this section the term “radiogenic disease” means a disease that may be induced by ionizing radiation and shall include the following:




(i) All forms of leukemia except chronic lymphatic (lymphocytic) leukemia;




(ii) Thyroid cancer;




(iii) Breast cancer;




(iv) Lung cancer;




(v) Bone cancer;




(vi) Liver cancer;




(vii) Skin cancer; 

(viii) Esophageal cancer; 

(ix) Stomach cancer; 

(x) Colon cancer; 

(xi) Pancreatic cancer; 

(xii) Kidney cancer; 

(xiii) Urinary bladder cancer;

3.311-3
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 (xiv) Salivary gland cancer; 

(xv) Multiple myeloma; 

(xvi) Posterior subcapsular cataracts;

(xvii) Non-malignant thyroid nodular disease;

(xviii) Ovarian cancer; 

(xix) Parathyroid adenoma; 

(xx) Tumors of the brain and central nervous system;

(xxi) Cancer of the rectum;

(xxii) Lymphomas other than Hodgkin’s disease;

(xxiii) Prostate cancer; and

(xxiv) Any other cancer. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))

(3) Public Law 98-542 requires VA to determine whether sound medical and scientific evidence supports establishing a rule identifying polycythemia vera as a radiogenic disease. VA has determined that sound medical and scientific evidence does not support including polycythemia vera on the list of known radiogenic diseases in this regulation. Even so, VA will consider a claim based on the assertion that polycythemia vera is a radiogenic disease under the provisions of paragraph (b)(4) of this section.  (Authority: Pub. L. 98-542, section 5(b)(2)(A)(i), (iii)).

(4) If a claim is based on a disease other than one of those listed in paragraph (b)(2) of this section, VA shall nevertheless consider the claim under the provisions of this section provided that the claimant has cited or submitted competent scientific or medical evidence that the claimed condition is a radiogenic disease.



(5) For the purposes of paragraph (b)(1) of this section:




(i) Bone cancer must become manifest within 30 years after exposure;




(ii) Leukemia may become manifest at any time after exposure;




(iii) Posterior subcapsular cataracts must become manifest 6 months or more after exposure; and




(iv) Other diseases specified in paragraph (b)(2) of this section must become manifest 5 years or more after exposure.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a); Pub. L. 98-542)


(c) Review by Under Secretary for Benefits. 



(1) When a claim is forwarded for review pursuant to paragraph (b)(1) of this section, the Under Secretary for Benefits shall consider the claim with reference to the factors specified in paragraph (e) of this section and may request an advisory medical opinion from the Under Secretary for Health.

(i) If after such consideration the Under Secretary for Benefits is convinced sound scientific and medical evidence supports the conclusion it is at least as likely as 
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 not the veteran’s disease resulted from exposure to radiation in service, the Under Secretary for Benefits shall so inform the regional office of jurisdiction in writing. The Under Secretary for Benefits shall set forth the rationale for this conclusion, including an evaluation of the claim under the applicable factors specified in paragraph (e) of this section.




(ii) If the Under Secretary for Benefits determines there is no reasonable possibility that the veteran’s disease resulted from radiation exposure in service the Under Secretary for Benefits shall so inform the regional office of jurisdiction in writing, setting forth the rationale for this conclusion.



(2) If the Under Secretary for Benefits, after considering any opinion of the Under Secretary for Health, is unable to conclude whether it is at least as likely as not or that there is no reasonable possibility, the veteran’s disease resulted from radiation exposure in service, the Under Secretary for Benefits shall refer the matter to an outside consultant in accordance with paragraph (d) of this section.



(3) For purposes of paragraph (c)(1) of this section, “sound scientific evidence” means observations, findings, or conclusions which are statistically and epidemiologically valid, are statistically significant, are capable of replication, and withstand peer review, and “sound medical evidence” means observations, findings, or conclusions which are consistent with current medical knowledge and are so reasonable and logical as to serve as the basis of management of a medical condition.


(d) Referral to outside consultants.



 (1) Referrals pursuant to paragraph (c) of this section shall be to consultants selected by the Under Secretary for Health from outside VA, upon the recommendation of the Director of the National Cancer Institute. The consultant will be asked to evaluate the claim and provide an opinion as to the likelihood the disease is a result of exposure as claimed.



(2) The request for opinion shall be in writing and shall include a description of:




(i) The disease, including the specific cell type and stage, if known, 



and when the disease first became manifest;




(ii) The circumstances, including date, of the veteran’s exposure;




(iii) The veteran’s age, gender, and pertinent family history;




(iv) The veteran’s history of exposure to known carcinogens, 



occupationally or otherwise;




(v) Evidence of any other effects radiation exposure may have had 



on the veteran; and




(vi) Any other information relevant to determination of causation of 



the veteran’s disease.

The Under Secretary for Benefits shall forward, with the request, copies of pertinent medical records and, where available, dose assessments from official sources, from credible sources as defined in paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of this section, and from an independent expert pursuant to paragraph (a)(3) of this section.
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 (3) The consultant shall evaluate the claim under the factors specified in paragraph (e) of this section and respond in writing, stating whether it is either likely, unlikely, or approximately as likely as not the veteran’s disease resulted from exposure to ionizing radiation in service. The response shall set forth the rationale for the consultant’s conclusion, including the consultant’s evaluation under the applicable factors specified in paragraph (e) of this section. The Under Secretary for Benefits shall review the consultant’s response and transmit it with any comments to the regional office of jurisdiction for use in adjudication of the claim.


(e) Factors for consideration. Factors to be considered in determining whether a veteran’s disease resulted from exposure to ionizing radiation in service include:



(1) The probable dose, in terms of dose type, rate and duration as a factor in inducing the disease, taking into account any known limitations in the dosimetry devices employed in its measurement or the methodologies employed in its estimation;



(2) The relative sensitivity of the involved tissue to induction, by ionizing radiation, of the specific pathology;



(3) The veteran’s gender and pertinent family history;



(4) The veteran’s age at time of exposure;



(5) The time-lapse between exposure and onset of the disease; and



(6) The extent to which exposure to radiation, or other carcinogens, outside of service may have contributed to development of the disease.


(f) Adjudication of claim. The determination of service connection will be made under the generally applicable provisions of this part, giving due consideration to all evidence of record, including any opinion provided by the Under Secretary for Health or an outside consultant, and to the evaluations published pursuant to §1.17 of this title. With regard to any issue material to consideration of a claim, the provisions of §3.102 of this title apply.


(g) Willful misconduct and supervening cause. In no case will service connection be established if the disease is due to the veteran’s own willful misconduct, or if there is affirmative evidence to establish that a supervening, nonservice-related condition or event is more likely the cause of the disease.


[50 FR 34458, Aug. 26, 1985, as amended at 54 FR 42803, Oct. 18, 1989; 58 FR 16358, Mar. 26, 1993; redesignated at 59 FR 5107, Feb. 3, 1994; 59 FR 45975, Sept. 6, 1994; 60 FR 9628, Feb. 21, 1995; 60 FR 53277, Oct. 13, 1995; 63 FR 50994, Sept. 24, 1998; 67 FR 6871, Feb. 14, 2002]


Supplement Highlights references:  7(1), 10(1), 13(1), 14(7), 18(4), 34(1), 50(3).



Note: Award to guardian shall include amounts withheld for possible 


apportionments as well as money in Personal Funds of Patients.


(o) Increases (38 U.S.C. 5110(a) and 5110(b)(2), Pub. L. 94-71, 89 Stat. 395; §§3.109, 3.156, 3.157):


(1) General. Except as provided in paragraph (o)(2) of this section and §3.401(b), date of receipt of claim or date entitlement arose, whichever is later. A retroactive increase or additional benefit will not be awarded after basic entitlement has been terminated, such as by severance of service connection.



(2) Disability compensation. Earliest date as of which it is factually ascertainable that an increase in disability had occurred if claim is received within 1 year from such date otherwise, date of receipt of claim.


(p) Liberalizing laws and Department of Veterans Affairs issues. See §3.114.


(q) New and material evidence (§3.156) other than service department records.


(1) Received within appeal period or prior to appellate decision. The effective date will be as though the former decision had not been rendered. See §§20.1103, 20.1104 and 20.1304(b)(1) of this chapter.



(2) Received after final disallowance. Date of receipt of new claim or date entitlement arose, whichever is later.


(r) Reopened claims. (§§3.109, 3.156, 3.157, 3.160(e)) Date of receipt of claim or date entitlement arose, whichever is later, except as provided in §20.1304(b)(1) of this chapter.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))


(s) Renouncement (§3.106). Except as provided in §3.106(c), date of receipt of new claim.


(t) Whereabouts now known. (See §3.158(c).)


(u) Void, annulled or terminated marriage of a child (38 U.S.C. 5110(a), (k), (l); Pub. L. 93-527, 88 Stat. 1702; §3.55):


(1) Void. Date the parties ceased to cohabit or date of receipt of claim, whichever is later.



(2) Annulled. Date the decree of annulment became final if claim is filed within 1 year after that date; otherwise date of receipt of claim.



(3) Death. Date of death if claim is filed within 1 year after that date; otherwise date of receipt of claim. Benefits are not payable unless the provisions of §3.55(b) of this part are met.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 103)



(4) Divorce. Date the decree became final if claim is filed within 1 year of that date; otherwise date of receipt of claim. Benefits are not payable unless the provisions of §3.55(b) of this part are met.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 103)


(v) Termination of remarriage of surviving spouse (38 U.S.C. 5110(a), (k); 38 U.S.C. 103(d) and 5110(l) effective January 1, 1971; §3.55):


(1) Void. Date the parties ceased to cohabit or date of receipt of claim whichever is the later.



(2) Annulled. Date the decree of annulment became final if claim is filed within 1 year after that date; otherwise date of receipt of claim.



(3) Death. Date of death if claim is filed within 1 year after that date; otherwise date of receipt of claim. Benefits are not payable unless the provisions of §3.55(a) of this part are met.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 103)



(4) Divorce. Date the decree became final if claim is filed within 1 year after that date; otherwise date of receipt of claim. Benefits are not payable unless the provisions of §3.55(a) of this part are met.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 103)


(w) Termination of relationship or conduct resulting in restriction on payment of benefits (38 U.S.C. 5110(m), effective January 1, 1971; §§3.50(b)(2) and 3.55). Date of receipt of application filed after termination of relationship and after December 31, 1970. Benefits are not payable unless the provisions of §3.55(a), as applicable, of this part are met.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 103)


(x) Effective date of determination of incompetency (§3.353). Date of rating of incompetency. (Not applicable to an incompetency determination made for insurance purposes under 38 U.S.C. 1922).


(y) Effective date of determination restoring competency (§3.353). Date shown by evidence of record that competency was regained.


(z) Claims based on service in the Women’s Air Forces Service Pilots (WASP), or on service in a similarly situated group (Pub. L. 95-202). 


(1) Original claim: Date of receipt of claim or date entitlement arose, whichever is later, or as otherwise provided under this section (e.g., paragraph (b)(1) of this section) except that no benefits shall be awarded for any period prior to November 23, 1977.



(2) Reopened claim: Latest of the following dates:




(i) November 23, 1977.




(ii) Date entitlement arose.




(iii) One year prior to date of receipt of reopened claim.


[26 FR 1593, Feb. 24, 1961; 56 FR 25044, June 3, 1991; 57 FR 10426, Mar. 26, 1992; 58 FR 32443, June 10, 1993; 60 FR 18356, Apr. 11, 1995; 60 FR 5286, Oct. 11, 1995; 61 FR 67950, Dec. 26, 1996; 62 FR 5529, Feb. 6, 1997; 68 FR 34542, June 10, 2003; 69 FR 46434, Aug. 3, 2004; 71 FR 44919, Aug. 8, 2006; 71 FR 52457, Sept. 6, 2006]


Supplement Highlights references:  8(1), 15(3), 18(2), 25(1), 27(2), 57(1), 63(1), 72(2), 73(2).


Editorial note: For other Federal Register citations affecting §3.400, see the List of CFR Sections Affected in the Finding Aids section of Title 38 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

§3.401  Veterans.


Awards of pension or compensation payable to or for a veteran will be effective as follows:


(a) Aid and attendance and housebound benefits. 



(1) Except as provided in §3.400(o)(2), the date of receipt of claim or date entitlement arose, whichever is later. However, when an award of pension or compensation based on an original or reopened claim is effective for a period prior to the date of receipt of the claim, any additional pension or compensation payable by reason of need for aid and attendance or housebound status shall also be awarded for any part of the award’s retroactive period for which entitlement to the additional benefit is established.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a); 5110(b)(1), (3))



(2) Date of departure from hospital, institution, or domiciliary.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))



(3) Spouse, additional compensation for aid and attendance: Date of receipt of claim or date entitlement arose, whichever is later. However, when an award of disability compensation based on an original or reopened claim is effective for a period prior to date of receipt of the claim additional disability compensation payable to a veteran by reason of the veteran’s spouse’s need for aid and attendance shall also be awarded for any part of the award’s retroactive period for which the spouse’s entitlement to aid and attendance is established.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a); 5110(b)(1), (2))


(b) Dependent, additional compensation or pension for. Latest of the following dates:



(1) Date of claim. This term means the following, listed in their order of applicability:




(i) Date of veteran’s marriage, or birth of his or her child, or, adoption of a child, if the evidence of the event is received within 1 year of the event otherwise.




(ii) Date notice is received of the dependent’s existence, if evidence is received within 1 year of the Department of Veterans Affairs request.



(2) Date dependency arises.



(3) Effective date of the qualifying disability rating provided evidence of dependency is received within 1 year of notification of such rating action.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5110(f))



(4) Date of commencement of veteran’s award. (Other increases, see §3.400(o). For school attendance see §3.667.)  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5110 (f), (n))


(c) Divorce of veteran and spouse. See §3.501(d).


(c) Ending dates. Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, benefits may be authorized through the last day of the month in which a course was or will be completed.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5112(b)(7))

(d) Transfers to other schools. When benefits have been authorized based upon school attendance and it is shown that during a part or all of that period the child was pursuing a different course in the same approved educational institution or a course in a different approved educational institution, payments previously made will not be disturbed.


(e) Accrued benefits only. When a claim for accrued benefits is filed by or on behalf of a veteran’s child over 18 but under 23 years of age, who was pursuing a course of instruction at the time of the payee’s death and payment of accrued benefits only is involved, evidence of school attendance need not be confirmed by the school. When the payee’s death occurred during a school vacation period, the requirements will be considered to have been met if the child was carried on the school rolls on the last day of the regular school term immediately preceding the date of the payee’s death.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5112(b)(7))


(f) Nonduplication. Pension, compensation or dependency and indemnity compensation may not be authorized:



(1) After a child has elected to receive educational assistance under 38 U.S.C. chapter 35 (see §3.707 and §21.3023 of this chapter); or



(2) Based on an educational program in a school where the child is wholly supported at the expense of the Federal Government, such as a service academy.


[26 FR 1601, Feb. 24, 1961, as amended at 30 FR 14983, Dec. 3, 1965; 32 FR 12114, Aug. 23, 1967; 34 FR 839, Jan. 18, 1969; 40 FR 22254, May 22, 1975; 47 FR 24552, June 7, 1982; 65 FR 12116, Mar. 8, 2000]


Cross reference: Dependents educational assistance. See §3.707.


Supplement Highlights reference:  41(1).

§3.668   [Reserved]

§3.669  Forfeiture.

(a) General. Upon receipt of notice from a Regional Counsel (or in cases under the jurisdiction of the Manila Regional Office, the Veterans Service Center Manager) that a case is being formally submitted for consideration of forfeiture of a payee’s rights under §3.905 of this part or that the payee has been indicted for subversive activities, payments will be suspended effective date of last payment.


(b) Fraud or treasonable act:


(1) Fraud. If forfeiture of rights is not declared, payments shall be resumed from date of last payment, if otherwise in order. If it is determined that rights have been forfeited, benefits shall be discontinued effective the commencing date of the award or the day preceding the commission of the act resulting in the forfeiture, whichever is later.



(2) Treasonable acts. If forfeiture of rights is not declared, payments shall be resumed from date of last payment, if otherwise in order. If it is determined that rights have been forfeited benefits shall be discontinued the date of the forfeiture decision or date of last payment, whichever is earlier.


(c) Subversive activities. If the payee is acquitted of the charge, payments will be resumed from date of last payment, if otherwise in order. If the payee is convicted, benefits will be discontinued effective the commencing date of the award or the day preceding the commission of the act resulting in the forfeiture. whichever is later.


(d) Pardons. 



(1) Where the payee’s offense has been pardoned by the President of the United States the award will be resumed, if otherwise in order, effective the date of the pardon if claim is filed within 1 year from that date; otherwise benefits may not be authorized for any period prior to the date of filing claim. The award will be subject to any existing overpayment.



(2) Payments to a dependent of the person whose benefits were declared forfeited before September 2, 1959 will be discontinued effective the day preceding the date of the pardon.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a))


[27 FR 8616, Aug. 29, 1962, as amended 28 FR 5618, June 7 1963; 39 FR 28630, Aug. 9, 1974; 46 FR 34801, July 6, 1981; 61 FR 7216, Feb. 27, 1996; 67 FR 46868, July 17, 2002; 71 FR 52290, Sept. 5, 2006]


Cross references: Fraud. See §3.901. Treasonable acts. See §3.902. Subversive activities. See §3.903.   


Supplement Highlights reference:  73(1)

Next Section is §3.700
Reserved
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