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When Book A was originally prepared, it was current through final regulations published in the Federal Register of 21 April 1992.  These supple​mental materials are designed to keep your regulations up to date.  You should file the attached pages immediately, and record the fact that you did so on the Supplement Filing Record which begins on page A-8 of Book A, General.  



To ensure accuracy and timeliness of your materials, 



it is important that you follow these simple procedures:

1. Always file your supplemental materials immediately upon receipt. 


2. Before filing, always check the Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) to be sure that all prior supplements have been filed.  If you are missing any supple​ments, contact the Veterans Benefits Administration at the address listed on page A-2.


3. After filing, enter the relevant information on the Supplement Filing Record sheet (page A-8)—the date filed, name/initials of filer, and date through which the Federal Register is covered.


4. If as a result of a failure to file, or an undelivered supplement, you have more than one supplement to file at a time, be certain to file them in chronological order, lower number first.   


5. Always retain the filing instructions (simply insert them at the back of the book) as a backup record of filing and for reference in case of a filing error.


6. Be certain that you permanently discard any pages indicated for removal in the filing instructions in order to avoid confusion later.


To execute the filing instructions, simply remove and throw away  the pages listed under Remove These Old Pages, and replace them in each case with the corres​pond​ing pages from this supplement listed under Add These New Pages.  Occasionally new pages will be added without removal of any old material (reflecting new regulations), and occasionally old pages will be removed with​out addition of any new material (reflecting rescinded regulations)—in these cases the word None will appear in the appropriate column.  
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Remove these
Add these
Section(s)

 
old pages
new pages
Affected
Do not file this supplement until you confirm that 

all prior supplements have been filed


20.1300-1 to 20. 1303-1
20.1300-1 to 20. 1303-1
§20.1301

Be sure to complete the 

Supplement Filing Record (page A-8) 

when you have finished filing this material.
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Supplement Highlights references: Where substantive changes are made in the text of regulations, the paragraphs of Highlights sections are cited at the end of the relevant section of text. Thus, if you are reading §3.263, you will see a note at the end of that section which reads: “Supplement Highlights references—6(2).” This means that paragraph 2 of the Highlights section in Supplement No. 6 contains information about the changes made in §3.263. By keeping and filing the Highlights sections, you will have a reference source explaining all substantive changes in the text of the regulations.


Supplement frequency: This Book A (General) was originally supplemented twice a year, in April and October. Beginning 1 August 1995, supplements will be issued every month during which a final rule addition or modification is made to the parts of Title 38 covered by this book. Supplements will be numbered consecutively as issued.

Modifications in this supplement include the following:


1. On 10 April 2006, the VA published a final rule, effective that same date, to amend the Board of Veterans’ Appeals Rules of Practice relating to public availability of Board decisions in order to set forth current methods for archiving and retrieving Board decisions for public use—due to advances in technology, Board decisions issued on or after January 1, 1992, are currently available in redacted form for public inspection and copying on web sites that are accessible through the Internet. Change:



( In §20.1301, revised paragraph (b).

Subpart N - Miscellaneous


Cross-Reference: In cases involving access to patient information relating to a Department of Veterans Affairs program for, or the treatment of, drug abuse, alcoholism, alcohol abuse, sickle cell anemia, or infection with the human immunodeficiency virus, also see 38 U.S.C. 7332. 

§20.1300  Rule 1300.  Removal of Board records. 

No original record, paper, document or exhibit certified to the Board may be taken from the Board except as authorized by the Chairman or except as may be necessary to furnish copies or to transmit copies for other official purposes.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5701)


[57 FR 4109, Feb. 3, 1992, as amended at 61 FR 29028, June 7, 1996]


Supplement Highlights reference:  15(8)

§20.1301  Rule 1301.  Disclosure of information.


(a) Policy. It is the policy of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals for the full text of appellate decisions, Statements of the Case, and Supplemental Statements of the Case to be disclosed to appellants. In those situations where disclosing certain information directly to the appellant would not be in conformance with 38 U.S.C. 5701, that information will be removed from the decision, Statement of the Case, or Supplemental Statement of the Case and the remaining text will be furnished to the appellant. A full-text appellate decision, Statement of the Case, or Supplemental Statement of the Case will be disclosed to the designated representative, however, unless the relationship between the appellant and representative is such (for example, a parent or spouse) that disclosure to the representative would be as harmful as if made to the appellant.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7105(d)(2))

(b) Public availability of Board decisions. 

(1) Decisions issued on or after January 1, 1992. Decisions rendered by the Board of Veterans’ Appeals on or after January 1, 1992, are electronically available for public inspection and copying on the Internet at http://www.index.va.gov/search/va/bva.html. All personal identifiers are redacted from the decisions prior to publication. Specific decisions may be identified by a word and/or topic search, or by the Board docket number. Board decisions will continue to be provided in a widely-used format as future advances in technology occur.

(2) Decisions issued prior to January 1, 1992. Decisions rendered by the Board of Veterans’ Appeals prior to January 1, 1992, have been indexed to facilitate access to the contents of the decisions (BVA Index I-01-1). The index, which was published quarterly in microfiche form with an annual cumulation, is available for review at Department of Veterans Affairs regional offices and at the Research Center at the Board of Veterans’ Appeals in Washington, DC. Information on obtaining a microfiche copy of the index is also available from the Board’s Research Center. The index can be used to locate citations to decisions with issues similar to those of concern to an appellant. Each indexed decision has a locator number assigned to it. The manner in which the locator number is written depends upon the age of the decision. Decisions archived prior to late 1989 have a number such as 82-07-0001. Decisions archived at a later date have a number such as BVA-90-12345. This number must be used when requesting a paper copy of that decision. These requests must be directed to the Research Center (01C1), Board of Veterans’ Appeals, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420.  (Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2), 38 U.S.C. 501(a))


[57 FR 4109, Feb. 3, 1992, as amended at 71 FR 18009, Apr. 10, 2006]


Supplement Highlights reference:  72(1)

§20.1302  Rule 1302.  Death of appellant during pendency of appeal.

An appeal pending before the Board of Veterans’ Appeals when the appellant dies will be dismissed.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7104(a))  


[57 FR 4109, Feb. 3, 1992, as amended at 62 FR 55170, Oct. 23, 1997]


Supplement Highlights reference:  25(1)

§20.1303  Rule 1303.  Non-precedential nature of Board decisions.


Although the Board strives for consistency in issuing its decisions, previously issued Board decisions will be considered binding only with regard to the specific case decided. Prior decisions in other appeals may be considered in a case to the extent that they reasonably relate to the case, but each case presented to the Board will be decided on the basis of the individual facts of the case in light of applicable procedure and substantive law.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7104(a)) 
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