








Subpart G — Representation








	Cross-Reference: In cases involving access to medical records relating to drug abuse, alcoholism, alcohol abuse, sickle cell anemia, or infection with the human immunodeficiency virus, also see 38 U.S.C. 7332. 














§20.600  Rule 600.  Right to representation.





	An appellant will be accorded full right to representation in all stages of an appeal by a recognized organization, attorney, agent, or other authorized person.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5901–5905, 7105(a)) 

















§20.601  Rule 601.  Only one representative recognized.





	A specific claim may be prosecuted at any one time by only one recognized organization, attorney, agent or other person properly designated to represent the appellant.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7105(b)(2)) 














§20.602  Rule 602.  Representation by recognized organizations.





	In order to designate a recognized organization as his or her representative, an appellant must execute a VA Form 21-22, Appointment of Veterans Service Organization as Claimant’s Representative. This form gives the organization power of attorney to represent the appellant. The designation will be effective when it is received by the agency of original jurisdiction or, if the appellate record has been certified to the Board for review, by the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. A properly filed designation made prior to appeal will continue to be honored, unless it has been revoked by the appellant or unless the representative has properly withdrawn.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7105(b)(2)) 
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