





§1.952  Preservation of evidence.





	Care shall be taken to preserve all files, records, and exhibits on claims referred to or to be referred to the Department of Justice for litigation. Under no circumstances should original documents be sent to the Department of Justice or to the U.S. Attorney without their specific prior approval to do so. Copies of relevant documents should be sent whenever necessary.  (Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3711)

















§1.953  Minimum amount of referrals to the Department of Justice.





	VA shall not refer claims of less than $600, exclusive of interest, penalties (if applicable), and administrative costs, for litigation unless:





	(a) Referral is important to a significant enforcement policy, or





	(b) The debtor not only has the clear ability to pay the claim but the government can effectively enforce payment, having due regard for the exemptions available to the debtor under State and Federal law and the judicial remedies available to the government.  (Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3711)

















§1.954  Preliminary referrals to GAO.





	As required by §1.950, preliminary referrals to the Government Accounting Office (GAO) will be in accordance with instructions, including monetary limitations, contained in the General Accounting Office Policy and Procedures Manual for the Guidance of Federal Agencies.
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