	UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS 








	No. 96-1303





	Kenneth E. Gahman, Appellant,





	v.





	Togo D. West, Jr.,


	Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Appellee.








	On Appeal from the Board of Veterans' Appeals








	(Decided    June 4, 1999   )











Robert A. Laughlin was on the pleadings for the appellant.





Robert E. Coy, Acting General Counsel; Ron Garvin, Assistant General Counsel; Carolyn F. Washington, Deputy Assistant General Counsel; and Gregory W. Fortsch were on the pleading for the appellee.





Before NEBEKER, Chief Judge, and HOLDAWAY and IVERS, Judges.





By en banc order dated November 5, 1999, the Court withdrew this decision.
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