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FACTS:  The veteran filed a claim for service connection for post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in October 1981.  The June 1982 rating decision summarized the evidence of record, which included a reference to a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the right side of the veteran’s head, and residual disabilities.  The claim was denied, as was a claim for secondary service connection for the residuals of his gunshot wound.  In April 1983, the veteran filed a notice of disagreement (NOD), on the issue of the denial of service connection for PTSD.  The NOD listed several of the veteran’s symptoms which he contended were indicative of PTSD including “suicide ideation and attempt.”  The SOC framed the issue as service connection for PTSD.  After remand by the Board of Veteran’s Appeals (BVA), the regional office awarded service connection for PTSD; the effective date established was in October 1981, the date the veteran filed his claim.  



In June 1987, the veteran filed on of several claims for secondary service connection for residuals of a gunshot wound which were denied by the RO.  In an April 1992 BVA decision, service connection was awarded for residuals of a gunshot wound, secondary to PTSD; the effective date assigned by the RO was November 1989.  After the veteran disagreed with this effective date, the BVA concluded that the veteran was entitled to an October 1989 effective date.  



ANALYSIS:  (Judge Steinberg’s concurring opinion is not covered.)  The Court found that the veteran’s April 1983 NOD did contest the June 1982 regional office decision on the issue of secondary service connection, and that as result, the 1981 claim remained pending.  The Court noted that, in the NOD, the veteran listed his suicide attempt as a symptom of his PTSD condition.  In the Court’s opinion, this reasonably placed the BVA on notice that the issue of secondary service connection was still at issue.  Therefore, the June 1984 BVA decision erred by failing to adjudicate the claim for secondary service connection.  Also, the March 1997 BVA decision erred by finding that the veteran had failed to submit a timely NOD on the issue of secondary service connection.  



IMPACT ON DECISIONMAKERS:  Not a new holding but an interesting analysis on the specificity required in an NOD. 



RECOMMENDED VBA ACTION(S):  None.
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