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What is this case about?





Although the veteran was in receipt of compensation pursuant to 38 USC 1151 at the time of his death, his surviving spouse was not entitled to Service Disabled Veterans' Insurance (SDVI) since the veteran was not service connected for any disability at the time of his death.  





How does this affect VBA? 





No effect on VBA.





What is a summary of the Court’s decision and of the reasons for the Court’s decision? 





Section 1922 of title 38 states that in order for a veteran to be eligible for SDVI, he or she must apply for it within two years of being awarded service connection for a compensable disability.  (There is no implementing regulation.)  Since the statute clearly requires service connection, a recipient of benefits pursuant to section 1151 (including, as in this case, a surviving spouse entitled to dependency and indemnity compensation) would not be entitled to SDVI benefits.  
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