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CHAPTER 9.  REHABILITATION RESEARCH AND SPECIAL PROJECTS





9.01	GENERAL





	The VA conducts an ongoing program of research and development for the purpose of advancing the knowledge, methods, techniques and resources available for use in rehabilitation programs for veterans (38 CFR 21.390(a)).





	a.	Research and Development Relating to Rehabilitation and Counseling.  The VA may conduct research and development projects to improve the quality or delivery of rehabilitation services.  As an alternative to doing this research and development within the VA, the VA may provide support to other agencies for research and development.  Finally, the VA may both conduct and provide support for this research and development.  Research and development efforts may cover a wide spectrum of approaches to rehabilitation:





	(1)	Studies and research concerning the psychological, educational, employment, social, vocational, industrial, and economic aspects of rehabilitation; and





	(2)	Projects which are designed to increase the resources and potential for accomplishing the rehabilitation of disabled veterans (38 CFR 21.390(a)(1) and (2)).





	b.	Grants and Contracts Made With Other Agencies.  The VA may make grants to or contract with public or nonprofit agencies, including institutions of higher learning, to carry out the provisions of this section (38 CFR 21.390(b)).





9.02	APPROVAL OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS





	a.	Local Initiative In Research Is Encouraged.  Staff members of the VR&C Service are encouraged to submit proposals aimed at the development of effective approaches to meeting the rehabilitation needs of the VA’s client population.





	b.	VR&C Officer Responsibility.  Proposals for the conduct or support of research and development projects submitted to field stations will be reviewed by the VR&C Officer to evaluate whether the proposed research meets the provisions of paragraph 9.01a and b above.





	c.	Regional Office Director Responsibility.  Proposals recommended by the VR&C Officer for approval will be reviewed by the regional office Director preparatory to submission to the Director, Vocational Rehabilitation and Education Service, through the Deputy Chief Benefits Director for Program Management (203/222A), for final approval.





	d.	Basic Proposal Information.  The following basic information will be included in proposals for research and development:





	(1)	Project Title;





	(2)	Research and Development Goal;





	(3)	Project Objectives.  State the objectives of the research, clearly defining its content and scope;





	(4)	Work Plan Task Description.  Describe the step by step plan of operation; i.e., an outline of the tasks required to complete the project;
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	(5)	Work Plan�symbol 190 \f "Symbol" \s 10��Methodology.  Describe the methodology to be used in completing the tasks outlined in the previous section.  Methodology may include a description of the following items:





	(a)	Variables,





	(b)	Sampling,





	(e)	Hypotheses to be tested,





	(d)	Statistical methods to be employed,





	(e)	Data collection reference (Example: MP-1, pt. II),





	(f)	Dates,





	(g)	Personnel;





	(6)	Utilization Plan.  Describe the procedures to be used or steps which will be taken to disseminate the results or outcomes and a point-by-point guide for using the results;





	(7)	Review of Appropriate Literature.  Present a review of the literature pertaining to the subject area of the proposed project, including bibliographic references, as appropriate;





	(8)	Cost.  Indicate the total estimated cost to complete the research or project proposed.  These should include estimated costs to conduct the research and publish the findings; and





	(9)	Cost-Benefit Assessment.  Indicate the reasonable expectation of benefit from the successful achievement of the project’s objectives.





9.03	RESEARCH CONDUCTED BY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS COOPERATING WITH THE VA





	a.	Authority.  The conduct of research and development activities relative to counseling, vocational rehabilitation and training of veterans and dependents by educational institutions cooperating with the VA is authorized under 38 CFR 21.390.





	b.	Responsibility of the Regional Office Director.  The Director retains general oversight responsibilities with respect to the conduct of studies not performed under VA auspices:





	(1)	Informing Officials of Educational Institutions.  The Director should inform officials of educational institutions or agencies in his or her area of the requirements for authorizing release of information from VA counseling, education and rehabilitation records for research purposes (38 CFR 1.517).





	(2)	Recommendations to VA Central Office.  In the event that a request for release of such information is made, the Director should submit any recommendation for conduct of the study to the Deputy Chief Benefits Director for Program Management (203/222A) for final approval.  The recommendation of the Director will include the information specified in paragraph 9.02d above.





	(3)	Research Findings.  The Director should furnish the Deputy Chief Benefits Director for Program Management (203/222A) a copy of any summary or report for approval prior to publication under the provisions of 38 CFR 1.517. Research findings which identify any individual veteran may not be published.
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9.04	INTERAGENCY COOPERATION REGARDING STUDIES, RESEARCH AND SPECIAL PROJECTS OF MUTUAL CONCERN





	The VA will cooperate with the Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration and the Director of the National Institute of Handicapped Research in the Department of Education, the Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Employment and Training in the Department of Labor, and the Secretary of Health and Human Services regarding rehabilitation studies, research and special projects of mutual programmatic concern.





9.05	THESIS AND DISSERTATION STUDIES





	Access to VA records or to information from such records for purposes of thesis or dissertation research may be granted only if the records or information do not identify the veterans or dependents involved.  This restriction applies to thesis or dissertation research by VA employees, as well as by students who are not VA employees.
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