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APPENDIX B





MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING





VETERANS ADMINISTRATION





AND THE





FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY





(Major Disasters or Emergencies)


____________________________________________





I.	PURPOSE. This agreement defines the working relationships between the Veterans Administration (VA) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) with respect to disaster preparedness and relief activities which may be coordinated during and after a major disaster or emergency.  





II.	AUTHORITIES





	A.  The Disaster Relief Act of 1974 (PL 93-288) provides for assistance by the Federal Government to State and local governments in expediting aid, assistance and emergency services resulting from a major disaster or emergency.  





	B.  Executive Order 12148 (July 20, 1979) empowers the FEMA Director, based on authority delegated to him by the President, to enter into agreements with relief or disaster assistance organizations to provide relief during and after a major disaster or emergency.





III.	RESPONSIBILITIES





	A.  VA.  Emergency preparedness responsibilities are an important element of VA's mission and are integrated throughout VA programs in health care and medical services, benefits payments, guaranty functions and memorial affairs.  





	B.  FEMA.  Has overall responsibility for coordinating federal disaster assistance plans and the subsequent administration of disaster relief activities, following a declaration by the President regarding an emergency or disaster situation.  





IV.  ASSISTANCE THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE FROM VA.





	o  Health Care:  Emergency medical services.  





	o  Financial:  Priority opportunities for VA borrowers displaced by disaster to acquire VA properties.  VA lending assistance to purchase housing.  





	o  Personnel: VA representatives assigned to FEMA Disaster Assistance Centers to counsel eligible disaster victims on VA loans, and on other forms of VA assistance.  
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	o  Supply Support:  Health care supplies and equipment, drugs, medicine, and other medical items.  





	o  Housing:  Single family and multiple housing units which are habitable and to which VA has title and possession may be assigned to FEMA for use by disaster victims.  





	o  Food:  Food, provided by others and distributed where VA space or facilities permit.  





	o  Technical:  Engineering expertise, damage assessment, hazard analysis, salvage or reconstruction advice in situations affecting building structures.  





V.  EMERGENCY OPERATIONS





	A.  VA facilities in a disaster area may be affected or involved in the community response prior to a Presidential declaration of an emergency or major disaster.  In these instances, emergency services will have been rendered within the limits of VA authority.  Title 38, U.S. Code, section 611(b), authorizes the VA to furnish hospital service on a humanitarian basis in emergency cases and charge for such care at rates prescribed by the Administrator.





	B.  FEMA will notify the VA Central Office (VACO) Emergency Coordinator by teletype of Presidential declarations of major disasters or emergencies and the designation of a Federal Coordinating Officer (FCO) to administer relief activities.  In turn, VACO will advise the VA Liaison Representatives in the affected Federal Region, who will inform appropriate VA field elements.





	C.  Upon declaration of a major disaster or emergency by the President, and under provisions of sections 302 and 305 of the Act (PL 93-288), the Administrator of Veterans Affairs may be requested by the Director, FEMA, to provide emergency hospital services or other disaster relief assistance.  The Director's representative will contact the VACO Emergency Management Staff regarding the type of assistance needed.  Telephone contact points providing 24-hour service between VA and FEMA Emergency Operations Staff will be established pursuant to this agreement.  VA resources will be surveyed by the appropriate Department heads, and the Administrator will be informed of the contemplated action.  A specific VA official will be designated to coordinate with the field elements involved and serve as the Agency contact point with FEMA's FCO.  A formal mission assignment will be issued by FEMA, to provide the basis for subsequent reimbursement.  VA field elements will report through established channels any requests received directly from FEMA's FCO or Regional Director.





	D.  Detailed procedures related to temporary housing are addressed in Attachment I of this agreement.
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	E.  Upon the declaration of a major disaster or emergency by the President, and upon the request of the FCO, the VA will provide representatives to the FEMA Disaster Assistance Centers to advise and counsel eligible disaster victims on VA loans, checks, and other forms of VA assistance.  This request by FEMA may be directed to the VA Associate Liaison Representative (Department of Veterans Benefits (DVB) Regional Director).





VI.  REIMBURSEMENT





	If the President declares an emergency or major disaster, and if subsequently the Veterans Administration (VA) is given a mission assignment, reimbursement shall be made subject to the availability of appropriations.  Reimbursement for VA expenditures will be based upon the terms of FEMA mission assignments issued to the VA retroactive to the date of incident.  Policies and procedures governing such reimbursements are found in 


44 CFR part 205, subpart I.





VII.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Memorandum of Understanding becomes effective on the date of last signature.  Both parties have the authority to amend provisions of this Memorandum of Understanding or terminate it upon mutual consent.  Either party may terminate this agreement on giving thirty days notice to the other.








BY  _____________________________________	BY:  ____________________________


	Director, Federal Emergency				Administrator of Veterans


	Management Agency					Affairs











DATE: _____________________________	  DATE:  ____________________________
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Attachment 1





TEMPORARY HOUSING FOR DISASTER VICTIMS





a.  Purpose.  After declaration of major disaster or emergency by the President, and in accordance with Sections 302(a) and 404(a) of the Disaster Relief Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-288), the Veterans Administration (VA) may assign to FEMA habitable single-family and multiple housing units to which the VA has title and possession, for the purpose of providing temporary housing to eligible disaster victims.  The units may also be used by a State when it administers the Temporary Housing Assistance program on FEMA's behalf.





b.  Method of Assignment





	1.  Upon such declaration, FEMA may request from the appropriate VA Associate Liaison Representative (DVB Regional Office Director) a list of all habitable housing units owned by the VA which are available for use as temporary housing.  The request will indicate the areas, by county, where temporary housing assistance is needed.  





	2.  At its discretion, VA may sell or lease units directly to displaced VA borrowers instead of providing them to FEMA.  VA will provide FEMA a list of such sales or leases for information purposes and to prevent duplication of benefits.  





	3.  During the period of occupancy, FEMA will inform temporary housing occupants, as appropriate, of the availability of VA assistance for purchase of the VA-owned housing units as permanent housing.  





	4.  Before assignment to FEMA and occupancy by a disaster victim, each housing unit under consideration will be inspected jointly by FEMA and the VA.  The agencies will then execute a Letter of Assignment (Attachment la) for each habitable housing unit to be, assigned to FEMA.  A preoccupancy and Termination Joint Inspection report, FEMA 90-11 (Attachment lb), will be prepared, signed by both agencies, and attached to the letter of assignment.  The VA case number will be noted prominently on this form.  





	5.  VA will remove all VA signs, such as "No Trespassing," "For Sale," etc., and VA identification, from housing units assigned to FEMA.





c.  Management of Housing Units





	1.  FEMA will assume maintenance and tenant management responsibilities for each assigned unit during the period of assignment and may request VA to perform maintenance not ordinarily the responsibility of occupants.  FEMA will reimburse VA for the cost of any such maintenance.  In addition, during normal business hours, VA-authorized personnel may inspect housing units.  Advance notice of 48 hours will be given to FEMA, who will, in turn, advise the occupant.
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	2.  Utility payments are the responsibility of the temporary housing occupant.  





	3.  FEMA shall furnish to the VA the names and mailing addresses of VA-unit occupants, the address and VA case number of the property being occupied, the beginning occupancy date, notice of changes in occupancy and, not later than six months after the date of beginning occupancy, the probable date the occupant may be expected to vacate each property.





	4  If VA determines that one of its units is not being utilized properly by a temporary housing occupant, VA shall notify FEMA.  After consultation with VA, or upon FEMA's own initiative without consultation with VA, if FEMA determines that the occupant no longer qualifies for temporary housing under the Disaster Relief Act and/or that grounds for termination exist as specified in 44 CFR 205.52, FEMA will conduct the predetermination procedures set forth therein.  If the occupant does not vacate the unit voluntarily and has no further administrative resource under 44 CFR 205.52, FEMA will relinquish its interest in the unit to VA so that VA may begin eviction action.





	5.  FEMA will reimburse VA for the cost of all evictions resulting from actions taken in paragraph 4 above.





	6.  VA will not charge FEMA rent for assigned units for the first 12 months from the date of the Letter of Assignment.  If a housing unit remains assigned to FEMA for more than one year after the date of the Letter of Assignment, FEMA shall pay to the VA the fair market rental value as determined by the VA for each subsequent month.





	7.  Subject to the availability of funds, FEMA shall reimburse to VA actual reasonable expenses VA incurred to make assigned properties habitable prior to occupancy, as well as the maintenance costs stated in paragraph c.l.  This amount shall not exceed two percent of the current market value of the unit repaired, unless FEMA grants prior approval.  FEMA shall also reimburse VA for each unit's accrued real estate taxes and/or special assessments, and for property management fees, while the units are assigned to FEMA.





d.  Return of Housing Units to VA





	1.  FEMA shall notify the VA when a housing unit is vacated and is no longer needed as temporary housing.





	2.  FEMA and VA will jointly inspect the vacated housing unit to determine what maintenance, clean-up, and repairs are required to return the unit to a condition comparable to the condition it was in at the inception of FEMA-sponsored occupancy.  FEMA shall accomplish and pay for maintenance, cleanup, and repair in accordance with local, State, and Federal codes, or shall reimburse VA for doing so as agreed by local representatives of each agency.
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	3.  FEMA shall return the keys to, custody of, and responsibility for the housing unit to the VA when needed repairs are completed.  The VA shall prepare a receipt for the unit and provide a copy to FEMA.
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Attachment 1a





FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY





AND





VETERANS ADMINISTRATION





FEMA-VA LETTER OF ASSIGNMENT





STATE:___________________________________________





COUNTY:  ________________________________________





Under the Memorandum of Understanding between the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Veterans Administration (VA) effective _________________________, the habitable housing unit(s) identified on the attached inspection report is/are made available for use as temporary housing for victim(s) located within the following described designated disaster area and who are eligible for such assistance under the provisions of the Disaster Relief Act of 1974:  





This Letter of Assignment shall become effective on the date signed by the authorized employees, contractors, or agents.  This assignment is for the housing unit identified by the attached inspection report and having the following VA case number:  __________________________.











				FEMA						VA





NAME:  _________________________                      ___________________________





TITLE:  __________________________                     ___________________________





DATE:  ___________________________                    ___________________________
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Attachment 1b








FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY


PREOCCUPANCY AND TERMINATION JOINT INSPECTION


(Discover Temporary Housing Program)�
T.H.  APPLICATION NO.





36 00 2078�
�
In accordance with provisions of Temporary Housing FEMA Owner Lease and the Temporary Housing Occupant Dwelling Lease executed to provide for the use of the dwelling located at address shown below, a joint�
2.  LEASE NO. (To be completed by Fiscal Section)�
�
inspection was conducted.  Codes listed below used to indicate condition.  Conditions as indicated below were agreed upon.�
INSPECTION FOR (Check one)


Preoccupancy (Move-in)


Termination (Move-out)�
�
APPLICANTS NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial)





Cromer, Kirk L.�
CODE FOR CONDITION OF DWELLING





N - New                 P - Poor�
�
5.  ADDRESS OF DWELLING �
(House No, Street Name, Apt. No.)


8538 La Mesa Ct.�
G - Good               X - Broken Torn


F - Fair�
�
INSPECTED�
(City, State, Zip Code)


Pomona, CA  92014�
�
�
6.  CHECKLIST (Use Code above)�
�
LIVING ROOM�
CONDITION�
DINING ROOM�
CONDITION�
BEDROOM(s)�
1�
2�
3�
4�
�
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Attachment  lc





FEMA [OFFICES








REGION I							REGION VI


442 J. W. McCormack					Federal Regional Center


Post Office and Courthouse Bld.				800 North Loop 288


Boston, MA  02109-4595					Denton, TX 76201-3698


									(817) 898-5127





REGION II							REGION VII


26 Federal Plaza, Room 1337					911 Walnut Street, Room 200


New York, NY  10278-0002							Kansas City, MO 64106-2085


(212) 225-7200								(816) 283-7002





REGION III								REGION VIII


Liberty Square Building,						Denver Federal Center


2nd Floor								Building 710A


105 S. Seventh Street							Box 25267


Philadelphia, PA  19106-3324						Denver, CO  80225-0267


(215) 931-5750							(303) 235-4830





REGION IV								REGION IX


1371 Peachtree Street, N.E.						Presidio of San Francisco


Suite 700								Building 105


Atlanta, GA  30309-3108						San Francisco, CA 94129-1250





REGION V								REGION X


175 West Jackson Boulevard,						Federal Regional Center


4th Floor								130 228th Street, S.W.


Chicago, IL  60604-2698						Bothell, WA  98021-9796


(312) 408-5596							(206) 487-4682








					FEMA HEADQUARTERS


					500 "C" Street S.W.


					Washington, D.C.  20472


					(202) 646-4600]
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Attachment ld
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