





October 9, 2001





RPO Letter 22-01-20





Director (00)


VA RPO's


Atlanta, Buffalo, Muskogee, and St. Louis





Subject:  Additional Backlog Elimination Procedures





1.  RPO Letter 22-01-15, dated June 14, 2001, provided several backlog elimination procedures for immediate implementation.  Two additional procedures have been approved.  The following procedures can be implemented immediately, at station management discretion.





Fiscal transactions 06U (Tuition Assistance Top-up), 06P (Licensing and Certification Tests), and 06T (Tutorial Assistance) do not require authorization by a person other than the preparer if the amount of the payment is less than $1000.  Implementation of this procedure will require "blind" authorization until system changes have been made to permit same person authorization.  This proposal was deferred during the earlier discussions pending VACO Finance concurrence.  The BDN changes, which include the development of new screens for processing these transactions, are scheduled for installation in early calendar year 2002.  This is a permanent procedure.





In Chapter 35 cases involving the 5 free months of entitlement for deficiency, remedial, and high school courses, notify the claimant on the first letter for which the issue applies that the person will receive up to 5 months of no entitlement charge for such training.  Notify the person again only after the 5 months has been exhausted and advise him or her that entitlement will be charged for additional courses.  It is not necessary to notify the claimant of remaining "free" entitlement each time such training is certified.  





This procedure will be in effect until December 31, 2001.





2.  Both of these procedures are to be implemented at local management discretion.  Please notify Jim Palanchar by e-mail whether or not your station will implement either or both of the procedures.  Please provide that notification by October 19, 2001.  Refer questions about implementation of the procedures to Dave Eaton at (202) 273-7172 or by e-mail.











						/s/


						William D. Fillman, Jr.


						Acting Director, Education Service


