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SUBJ: Approval of Test Preparation Courses





Veterans interested in using the Montgomery GI Bill have reported to us that some State approving agencies (SAA) have not acted on requests from schools for approval of  test preparation courses (such as the Law School Admissions Test) because they are waiting for detailed regulations from VA.  Please share the following with SAAs in your jurisdiction.





The VA plans to issue only limited regulations regarding the Millennium Act’s expansion of programs of education under ch. 30 to include courses designed to help the student succeed in taking tests needed for entrance into an institution of higher education or graduate school. The revision will be limited to the definition of a program of education.





If an SAA has a request from a school for approval for one or more of these courses, the SAA may proceed without waiting for the new regulations.  In contrast to other courses, the goal of these courses is not a vocational objective or degree.  The goal should be to prepare the student to take one of these tests.  The SAA should insure that it does so.  The course and school would have to meet the other requirements of 38 U.S.C. 3675 or 3676 as appropriate.








						/s/


					Celia P. Dollarhide


					Director, Education Service  











