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SUBJ:  Electronic Certification Automated Processing (ECAP) Change





1.  A Hines Systems Development Center quality assurance and implementation analyst issued a conditional certification on March 9, 2001.  The conditional certification was based on the fact that a late change to ECAP to print 500 and 50B award screens and 312 screens when ECAP was unable to authorize an award was not adequately tested.  The testing will be completed during the next phase of testing.





2.  The following changes were made to ECAP:





All electronic enrollment certifications and notices of change in student status processed by ECAP will go directly into TIMS.





Applications submitted using the Veterans On-Line Application program (VONAPP) will go directly into TIMS.





A new TIMS format for enrollment certifications for flight training was created.  They will be assigned document type HC1999.





A new format for VA Form 22-6553c-1, Monthly Certification for Flight Training (electronic version) was created in the event that they are received electronically.  They will be assigned document type CERTS.





The Credit for Prior Training field was restored to enrollment certifications for NCD training. 





When the printing option is selected, ECAP will print the 500 and 50B award screens for authorized awards and the 312 screen when ECAP was unable to authorize an award.





Two new TIMS document types, the G1999 and the G1999b, were created for partially processed enrollment certifications and notices of change in student status.  Awards that were stopped at GAD, awards that ECAP was unable to get to the 501 screen, and awards that ECAP was unable to authorize will be included.
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3.  The two new TIMS document types, the G1999 and the G1999b, should be assigned a higher priority than the regular 1999s and 1999b's since the enrollment certifications and notices of change in student status they contain were partially processed by ECAP.  In many cases, they are awaiting a final review and authorization by a claims examiner.





4.  The changes will be installed at the Atlanta and Muskogee RPOs after certification.  The changes will be installed at the Buffalo and St. Louis RPOs after the TIMS upgrades are complete.





5.  The ECAP programmers are working on the changes to interval pay processing required by Public Law 106-419.  They are adding the chapter field to the TIMS spool file headers and are making a change required for the new Migration Gateway.  The second phase will be to program ECAP to process chapter 1606 enrollment certifications.  The third phase will be to program ECAP to process chapter 1606 notices of change in student status.  This schedule may be adjusted if Hines completes the changes to the chapter 30, 35, and 1606 programs to add new reason codes and letter paragraphs for awards involving mitigating circumstances and the six credit hour exclusion field.





6.  If you or your staff have any comments, questions, or suggestions about ECAP, please contact James Laws, Education Service Procedures Staff at 202-273-7174.











							/s/


						Celia P. Dollarhide


						Director, Education Service


