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Subject:  Extension of Delimiting Date for Education Benefits 








1.  Purpose.  To announce a change in the calculation of a veteran’s ending date (delimiting date) for using education benefits when he or she received an “other than honorable” discharge for a period of service after serving a period of service which qualifies him or her for education benefits.





2.  What Happened.  On March 20, 2001, the Acting General Counsel approved VA Precedent Opinion 9-2001.  This opinion held that once a veteran has already qualified for basic educational assistance based on an honorable period of service and then has another period of service with an “other than honorable” discharge, VA should apply 38 U.S.C 3031(a).  This statute does not state any required characterization of a veteran’s subsequent discharge or release from active duty.  





3.  Previous Procedures.  Previously, RPOs (Regional Processing Offices) did not use the veteran’s last period of active duty (in which he or she received an “other than honorable discharge”) when determining that individual’s delimiting date.  The veteran’s delimiting date was ten years and one day from the date of his or her last period of active duty with an honorable discharge.





4.  Revised Procedures.  RPOs must now use a veteran’s last period of active duty in these situations when determining that individual’s delimiting date.  These veterans will get a delimiting date ten years and one day from the date of their last period of active duty, regardless of the veteran’s character of discharge for that active duty.  





5.  Review of Previous Decisions.  RPOs will review cases involving these revised delimiting date criteria encountered during normal processing. 
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