This chapter was previously M27-1, Part III, Section I, Appendix D.  It was redesignated as M21-1, Part VIII, Section I, Appendix D in April 2000 due to a reorganization.  The content of this chapter was not changed.
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VA FORM 27-555a





DESIGNATION OF PAYEE


1.  PURPOSE





	VA Form 27-555a provides processing instructions when a field examiner recommends a fiduciary or a supervised direct payment beneficiary be certified.  Information on this form is used to prepare VA Form 27-555, Certificate of Legal Capacity to Receive and Disburse Benefits, before the field examination report is typed, unless otherwise indicated by the field examiner or instructed by the supervisor.





2.  VA FORM 27-555 IN LIEU OF VA FORM 27-555a





	At the discretion of the VSO, field examiners may complete VAF 27-555 in lieu of VAF 27-555a as long as all the following requirements are met:


	


	a.  All information appropriate to the case which is  required on VAF 27-555a is supplied on  VAF 27-555 or in the field examination report;





	b.  Someone other than the field examiner who recommended the method of payment signs VAF 27-555; and





	c.  The name of the field examiner who recommended the method of payment appears in the field examination report.





3.  COMPLETION OF ITEMS ON VAF 27-555a





	Items on VAF 27-555a will be completed as follows.  The same instructions apply to equivalent items on VAF 27-555 when used in lieu of  VAF 27-555a.





	 Item 1.  VA File Number.  Enter last three digits of VA file number.  When using VAF 27-555, enter entire VA file number.





	Item 2.  Last Name of Veteran.  Self-explanatory.





	Item 3.  Name and Address of Payee.  Enter name and address of payee as it should appear on award.
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	Item 4.  Control Action.  This section instructs office personnel what action to take when the field examination report is completed.  If  VAF 27-555 is used, information for controlling the case must appear in "Other Action Required" section of the field examination report.





	a.  Certify.  Check this block when  VAF 27-555 is to be prepared immediately upon receipt of the field examination report from the field examiner.





	b.  Certify When Court Papers Received.  Check this block when court papers are not attached to the field examination report and office personnel are to prepare VAF 27-555 after receipt of court papers.





	c.  Refer to Estate Analyst.  Check this block when the case is to be referred to the estate analyst for action.  Action will be explained in "Comments."  If  VAF 27-555 is used, put this item in the "Remarks" or "Other Action Required" section of the field examination report.





	d.  Certify When Report Typed.  Check this block when preparing VAF 27-555 is to be delayed until after the field examination report is typed.





	e.  See Comments.  Check this block to alert office personnel to review "Comments" for additional action items or explanatory remarks.  This block can be used to request that additional information be placed on VAF 27-555.  If  VAF 27-555 is used, place this information in "Remarks."





	Item 5.  Payee is:  Check appropriate block for type of payee.





	Item 6.  Names of Beneficiaries.  Complete this item only if the names or number of wards are different from those shown on the award or VA Form 21-592, Request for Appointment of a Fiduciary, Custodian or Guardian.  If VAF 21-592 is incorrect, the field examiner should list on VAF 27-555a or VAF 27-555 the names of all beneficiaries for whom the certification of this fiduciary applies.





	Item 7.  Payment Instructions





	a.  Disbursement of Monthly Benefits





	(1)  Check "ALL MONTHLY" if all monthly VA benefits are to be released to the payee.
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	(2)  Check other block if only part of the monthly benefits are to be released to the payee.  On the first line, indicate the monthly amount to be sent to the payee.  Also check the appropriate block to indicate whether the rest is to be placed in PFOP or withheld.  Refer to M27-1, Part III, Chapter 4 for instructions on withheld funds and personal funds of patient (PFOP).





	(3)  On the "Effective Date" line, enter effective date for disbursement of monthly funds as specified above.





	b.  Release of PFOP or Withheld Funds





	(1)  Check the appropriate block to advise how these funds are to be released to the payee.





	(2)  Enter amount and effective date on the appropriate lines.





	Item 8.  Accounting Information





	This information is necessary in all cases in which an account is required.  This item lets office personnel know what type of account call letter and enclosures are to be sent and who will prepare the account.  Enter the account due date and check the appropriate block(s) for the type of case.  If the account is required on other than an annual basis, enter the account interval in  "Comments."  Also use "Comments" to refer to supplemental instructions relating to local procedures.  When  VAF 27-555 is used, enter the information in the "Remarks" or "Other Action Required" section of field examination report.





	a.  VA Service.  The Veterans Services Officer (VSO) will prepare and either the VSO or District Counsel will present the account to the court.





	b.  Fiduciary Service.  The fiduciary will prepare and present the account to the court.





	c.  Fid Prepares/D.C. Presents.  The fiduciary will prepare the account and forward it to the VSO for review.  If the account is acceptable and the Regional or District Counsel makes the court appearances, the account will be forwarded to the Regional or District Counsel for preparation of petition and order and presentation to the court.


	


	d.  Legal Custodian.  The fiduciary will prepare the account and submit it to the VSO.
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	e.  Individual Ct. Fid.  The fiduciary is an individual appointed by the court and will prepare and present the account or have a private attorney prepare and present it.





	f.  Corporate Ct. Fid.  The fiduciary is a bank or trust company, and the company will prepare and present the account.





	g.  Institutional.  The fiduciary is the chief officer of a non-VA institution, and the fiduciary will submit the account to the VSO.





	Item 9.  Supporting Papers





	Check the appropriate block to indicate whether supporting papers are attached or are due at a later date.  If due, enter the date when the supporting papers may be expected.  Also check appropriate blocks to indicate what supporting papers are attached or expected.  If  "Other" is checked, specify in Comments" what the other papers are.  If  VAF 27-555 is used, include this information in "Remarks."





	Item 10.  Comments





	Use this block to explain or give directions for preparing VAF 27-555.





	Item 11.  Signature.  Field examiner enters his or her signature.  Field examiner who recommends payee will not sign VAF 27-555.





	Item 12.  Date.  Enter date the form is signed.
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