This chapter was previously M27-1, Part III, Section I, Appendix A.  It was redesignated as M21-1, Part VIII, Section I, Appendix A in April 2000 due to a reorganization.  The content of this chapter was not changed.
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VA FORM 27-3537b





REPORT OF FIELD EXAMINATION AND SWORN STATEMENTS








1.  Items for Completion





 	a. Veteran's Name.  Self-explanatory.





	b.  Date of Request.  Date request for field examination was received in VSD.





	c.  VA File Number.  Self-explanatory.





	d.  Social Security Number.  Social Security number of veteran.  





	e.  Originating Office.  Name and/or routing symbol of office requesting field examination.





	f.  Reporting Office.  Office which will conduct the field examination.





	g.  Report Made By.  Name and  SIGNATURE of individual conducting field examination.





	h. Date of Report.  Date the field examiner completes and turns in report, usually the date the report is signed.  





2.  Narrative Report.  The narrative portion will include sections identified by the following headings:





	a.  Purpose.  A brief explanation of the purpose of the field examination.





	b.  Attachments





	(1)  Definition.  Any material to be submitted with the report, except the request, 


VA Form 27-3537b, is designated as an attachment. This includes depositions, physical evidence (documents, etc.), certificates of search, and memorandums of interviews. (See M27-1, Part III, par. 5.05c(3) for additional information on attachments.)
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	(2)  Labeling and Assembly





	(a)  Attachments will be listed and labeled in the sequence in which they appear in the field examination report.  The list will be arranged by attachment letter, nature of attachment, and identification; e.g.


	


	 Attachments:  A--Sworn statement of Nathan Cartwright, father-claimant.


	                       B--Birth Certificate of Winston Cartwright, son.


.


	(b)  The pages of each sworn statement and other attachments will also be numbered for identification purposes; e.g., Attachment B, page 1.





	(c)  All identifying letters and numbers will be placed at the bottom of the pages to maintain uniformity throughout the report.





	(d)  Evidence offered by a witness in support of his or her sworn statement will be will be inserted immediately after such statement.





	(e)  In cases requiring examination by more than one field examiner in the same regional office, all attachments will be lettered starting with "A" for the first attachment and continuing consecutively to the last attachment, in order to continue a consecutive series within the report.  





	(f)  If a completed report of field examination, when submitted, must be returned to the same office for further examination, a supplemental report will be made and the attachments identified by the next continuing letters of the alphabet.  Appropriate reference will be made to the previous report in the comments of the supplemental report.





	(g)  If the case is referred or transferred to another office for further field examination, a separate report will be made and the attachments  obtained will be identified by the next continuing letters of the alphabet.





	c.  Comments.  Cross-reference to the attachments may be made in this section.  This section  will include, but is not limited to, the following:





	(1)  A description of the context of interviews when material facts were found and a memorandum of interview was not prepared.





	(2)  The field examiner's statement of his or her personal evaluation of credibility of the information elicited with the basis for the impression, including the observed manner of testifying 
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(hesitancy, uncertainty, tendency to exaggerate), apparent understanding (intelligence, language, difficulty), and the community reputation of the witness for truthfulness.  In formulating his or her evaluation, the field examiner will take into consideration the inherent limitations of age, illness or other infirmity of the witness.   These evaluations are not included on written sworn statements. 





	d.  Narrative.  The section summarizes the report of the investigation.  Cross-reference is made to attachments if appropriate.





	e.  Recommendations.  The report will be concluded with recommendations.  Specific recommendations are appropriate in the following situations:  





	(1)  Further field examination is required.





	(2)  It appears criminal wrongdoing is involved.





	(3)  It appears that false or fraudulent evidence has been submitted.





	(4)  Recommendations were specifically requested or otherwise indicated.





SECTION  II.   SWORN STATEMENTS





1.  Recorded Statements





	a. The use of recording equipment is required whenever possible; however, recording equipment should not be used when civil or criminal litigation is likely.  (See M27-1, Part III, par. 5.06d for more information on sworn statements.)





	b. All recorded statements will be transcribed.





	c. In all recorded statements, the field examiner will record:





	(1) Case Identification.  Veteran's name, file number and Social Security number, name of field examiner taking the statement, and date and place of interview.





	(2)  Oath.  The witness's statement swearing or affirming that his or her testimony will be the truth.
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	(3)  Identification of Witness.  Name, age, etc., including the witness's statement of  his or her relationship to the claimant, if any, and whether he or she has any interest in the claim.





	(4)  Statement of Witness.  The testimony of the witness which ordinarily will be taken in question and answer form.





	(5)  Playback. The offer of the field examiner to play back the entire record so the witness may make additions or corrections, and the witness's reply.





	(6)  Conclusion.  The witness's statement indicating the concluding point of the sworn statement. 





2.  Written Sworn Statement





	In cases when a sworn statement cannot be recorded, the statement will be hand written on VA Form 27-3536.  Typewritten copies of handwritten statements will be prepared at the field station, placed in the report immediately following the original, and similarly identified.  





	a.  Witness's Concluding Statement.  The written statement will conclude with the witness's signed statement indicating his or her testimony is true and complete.





	b.  Certification.  When a sworn statement is typed or hand written, the certification following the signature of the witness will be in the following form:





	"Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me this _____ day of _____, 19__; and I hereby certify that the foregoing statement was read by (or read to, as the case may be) the witness before signing." 


Below the certification, the field examiner will sign his or her name, title, and authority, thus:


                                                                          _________________________


                                                                          Signature,  Field Examiner


                                                                          Authority: VA Form 4505


					


	c.  Corrections.  Corrections to a written sworn statement will be initialed by the witness and must not alter the testimony in any way except as intended by the witness.
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