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Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part VI, “Rating Board Procedures,” is changed as follows:



	Pages 7-A-1 through 7-A-3:  Remove these pages and substitute pages 7-A-1 through 7-A-3 attached.



	Addendum A is updated to show the effective dates and amounts of poverty thresholds established by the Department of the Census through August 26, 2004.



	Addendum B is revised to add cirrhosis of the liver, atherosclerotic heart disease, hypertensive vascular disease, and stroke to the list of disabilities under 38 CFR 3.309(c) and to reflect that the length of captivity requirement has been eliminated for service connection of psychosis, any of the anxiety states, dysthymic disorder (or depressive neurosis), organic residuals of frostbite, and post-traumatic osteoarthritis.



	Addendum C is revised to add bronchiolo-alveolar carcinoma and cancers of the bone, brain, colon, lung, and ovary to the list of disabilities under 38 CFR 3.309(d) and to reflect that “radiation risk activity” now includes exposure to radiation related to underground nuclear tests at Amchitka Island, Alaska before January 1, 1974, and service at gaseous diffusion plants in Paducah, Kentucky; Portsmouth, Ohio; and Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  
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ADDENDUM A

POVERTY THRESHOLD

	38 CFR § 4.16(a) provides that marginal employment generally is deemed to exist when a veteran's earned annual income does not exceed the amount established by the Bureau of the Census as the poverty threshold for one person.  As this threshold is amended, VA is required to publish the new poverty threshold figures as notices in the Federal Register.

The table below shows current and historical poverty thresholds.

                                                       POVERTY THRESHOLD



Effective Date�   Amount��10-19-90�$6.311��10-08-91�        $6,652��09-14-92�        $6,932��     10-08-93�        $7,143��     10-06-94�        $7,363��          10-05-95�        $7,547��     09-26-96�        $7,763��     09-29-97�        $7,995��     09-09-98�        $8,183��     09-30-99�        $8,316��     09-26-00�        $8,501��       09-24-02*�        $9,039��     10-14-03�        $9,183��     08-26-04�        $9,393��

*After consulting with General Counsel, VA modified the poverty threshold figure for 2002 from $9,214 to $9,039 and the effective date from 8/22/02 to 9/24/02. 
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ADDENDUM B

HISTORY OF PRESUMPTIVE DISABILITIES

FOR PRISONERS OF WAR UNDER 38 CFR 3.309(c)



	Prior to 10-1-81, a former POW must have been confined for 6 months or more to be eligible for the presumptive provisions of 38 CFR 3.309(c).  Effective 10-1-81, confinement of 30 days or more was required for eligibility.  Effective 

12-16-03, the length of captivity requirement was eliminated for service connection of psychosis, any of the anxiety states, dysthymic disorder (or depressive neurosis), organic residuals of frostbite, and post-traumatic osteoarthritis.



�PL 91-376

8-12-70�PL 97-37

10-1-81�PL 98-223

10-1-83�PL 99-576

10-1-86�PL 100-322

5-20-88�PL 108-183

7-18-03�§3.309(c) 

Amended 10-7-04��Avitaminosis�X��������Beriberi (including beriberi heart disease)*�X��������Chronic dysentery�X��������Helminthiasis�X��������Malnutrition (including optic atrophy associated with malnutrition)�X��������Pellagra�X��������Any other nutritional deficiency�X��������Psychosis** and  ***�X��������Any of the anxiety states***��X�������Dysthymic disorder (or depressive neurosis)***���X������Organic residuals of frostbite, if it is determined that the veteran was interned in climatic conditions consistent with the occurrence of frostbite***����X�����Post-traumatic osteoarthritis***����X�����Irritable bowel syndrome�����X����Peptic ulcer disease�����X����Peripheral neuropathy except where directly related to infectious causes�����X����Cirrhosis of the liver������X���Atherosclerotic heart disease�������X��Hypertensive vascular disease�������X��Stroke�������X��

*Regulations were amended effective 8-24-93 to include ischemic heart disease in POWs who had experienced localized edema during captivity.  Effective 10-7-04, 38 CFR 3.309(c) was amended to include ischemic heart disease regardless of whether localized edema was shown in service.



**Effective 8-12-70, compensable manifestations of psychosis were required within 2 years of separation from service.  Effective 10-1-81, there is no time limit for compensability of manifestations of psychosis.  Other listed diseases have never had any time limit for compensability.



 ***Effective 12-16-03, a minimum length of captivity is not required for the presumptive provisions of 38 CFR 3.309(c). 
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ADDENDUM C

HISTORY OF PRESUMPTIVE DISABILITIES

FOR IONIZING RADIATION UNDER 38 CFR  3.309(d)*





�PL 100-321

5-1-88**�PL 102-578

10-1-92�§3.309(d) Amended

3-26-02��Leukemia (other than chronic lymphocytic leukemia)�X����Cancer of the thyroid�X����Cancer of the breast�X����Cancer of the pharynx�X����Cancer of the esophagus�X����Cancer of the stomach�X����Cancer of the small intestine�X����Cancer of the pancreas�X����Multiple myeloma�X����Lymphomas (except Hodgkin’s disease)�X����Cancer of the bile ducts�X����Cancer of the gall bladder�X����Primary liver cancer (except if cirrhosis or hepatitis B is indicated)�X����Cancer of the salivary gland��X���Cancer of the urinary tract (the term urinary tract means the kidneys, renal pelves, ureters, urinary bladder, and urethra.)��X���Bronchiolo-alveolar carcinoma���X��Cancer of the bone���X��Cancer of the brain���X��Cancer of the colon���X��Cancer of the lung���X��Cancer of the ovary���X��



*Effective 8-14-91 (PL 102-86), eligibility to presumptive service connection was extended to individuals engaged in a radiation-risk activity during active duty for training or inactive duty training.  Effective 3-26-02, the definition of “radiation-risk activity” in 38 CFR 3.309(d) was expanded to include exposure to radiation related to underground nuclear tests at Amchitka Island, Alaska, before 1-1-74, and service at gaseous diffusion plants in Paducah, Kentucky; Portsmouth, Ohio; and Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 



**A 30-year presumptive period was originally required for leukemia with a 40-year presumptive period for all other conditions.  The presumptive period for leukemia was extended to 40 years effective 8-14-91.  Effective 10-1-92, no presumptive period was specified or required for any condition.
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