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Transmittal Sheet

	M21-1MR, 

Part IX
	Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part IX, Ancillary and Special Benefits, Subpart i, “Ancillary Benefits,” is changed as follows:

The following pages are updated in this change:

· 3-i, 

· 3-1 through 3-4, 3-6, and 3-9

· 4-3 through 4-5

· 5-i

·  5-A-1 through 5-A-15

· 6-C-13
Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part IX, Ancillary and Special Benefits, Subpart ii, “Special Benefits,” is changed as follows:

The following pages are updated in this change:

· 2-i

· 2-4, 2-5, 2-7, 2-20 through 2-34


	Notes:

· M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.

·  “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.


	Changes Included in These Chapters
	Formatting changes are made throughout Part IX, to conform to M21-1MR publication standards.  In addition, references to rescinded paragraphs in M21-1 and “TBD” after published M21-1MR chapters are removed.

IX.3.i is changed so the Table of Contents reflects the new page numbers for the revised chapter.




 Continued on next page

Transmittal Sheet, Continued
	Changes Included in These Chapters (continued)
	IX.3.1 is revised so the Introduction identifies the subject blocks within the topic.

3.1.a is modified as follows:

· the term “specially adapted housing” is changed to bold type for ease of identification

· a typographical error is corrected to change a reference from “one upper extremity, together with one upper extremity” to “one lower extremity, together with one upper extremity”

· the bulleted list of “qualifying conditions” are revised to include the requirement that the disabilities are permanently and totally disabling, and

· a Note is added to include the definition of “preclude locomotion” as described in 38 CFR 3.809(d)

3.1.b is revised to display the term “specially adapted housing” in bold type for ease of identification.

3.1.d is revised to correct the reference pertaining to the offset against special adaptive housing benefits when a judgment or settlement of a tort claim against the United States is granted for disability established under 38 U.S.C. 1151.

3.2.d note is revised to include the word “entitlement.”

3.3.b (Stage 1) is modified to clarify rating activity responsibility.  The description is expanded to explain that an ancillary rating (memorandum rating) is warranted for both veterans and service persons.  The reference is corrected to reflect links to the appropriate manual section pertaining to rating of ancillary benefits and the RBA2000 Users Guide.  Minor editorial changes are also made throughout this topic.

Note:  This manual change retains the provisions of Public Law 108-183, which extended eligibility to active duty service persons.  It also includes the provisions of Public Law 108-454, which expanded the eligibility criteria, but inadvertently omitted the reference to service person eligibility.




Continued on next page

 STYLEREF "Map Title"  Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Changes Included in These Chapters (continued)
	3.3.d is revised to delete VA Form 10-2617, Self-Care Activities-Functional Evaluation because this form has been discontinued.

IX.i.4.2.b table is revised as follows:

· the note in Step 2 is revised to show that an online version of VA Form 10-3884a can be downloaded from the HAC website.  

· Step 3 is changed to inform users that eligibility information may be obtained via the Veterans Information Solution (VIS) web interface.  A reference to the VIS User Guide is added.  

· information previously in Step 3 has been moved to Step 4.  This step is revised to show submission of completed VA Form 10-3884a can be expedited via fax or e-mail.  A note is added to show alternative fax numbers that may be used when submitting the forms.  

IX.i.5.i Table of Contents and 5.A are modified to show the correct pagination.  Topics 2 through 4 are modified and the information is now found on pages 5-A-5 through 5-A-14.

5.A.1.a is revised to reflect the eligibility requirements for loan guaranty benefits that veterans must meet.  Information previously located in this block pertaining to the eligibility requirements for surviving spouses is moved to Block c. 

5.A.1.b is revised to further expand the eligibility requirements for reservists who serve in the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve.  Notes are added to clarify the eligibility requirements for National Guard members and reservists who were activated after August 1, 1990, and to emphasize that only the Eligibility Center (EC) should issue certificates of eligibility to reserve members.

5.A.1.c is revised to combine information previously located in Block a and to reflect the eligibility requirements in their entirety for surviving spouses.

5.A.2 is revised so the third bullet in the Introduction shows the word “determination,” which reflects the subject.
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	Changes Included in These Chapters (continued)
	5.A.2.a  is revised to delete “Los Angeles,” where shown, and to show that the responsibility for processing applications for loan guaranty benefits rests solely with the EC in Winston-Salem.

A note is added to 5.A.2.a to emphasize that when there is evidence of a prior VA home loan, the application must be referred to the EC for processing.

5.A.2.b is revised to add a table to clarify proper handling of EC requests when no claims folder exists.
5.A.2.c. is revised to show that the veteran’s social security number is required if the VA claims folder number is unknown.  The word “certification” has been replaced with “determination.”

5.A.2.d. is revised to show minor editorial corrections.

5.A.3.a. is revised to add an M21-1MR reference to show which regional office (RO) is responsible for issuing the basic eligibility determination to the EC.

5.A.3.e. is updated to delete reference to 38 U.S.C. 3725.  The law has been repealed.

A note is added to 5.A.3.f to show that the Veterans Service Center will update BIRLS and only furnish a copy of the rating decision to the EC when requested.

A note is added to 5.A.3.g to show that VA Form 3232 will be used in lieu of VA Form 26-1880, when the EC requests an eligibility determination.

5.A.3.h is revised to emphasize that when the EC submits multiple eligibility determination requests for the same beneficiary, the RO is only obligated to issue one certification of eligibility to the EC.

5.A.4.c is revised to emphasize that VSC personnel should only issue “original” certificates of eligibility.
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	Changes Included in These Chapters (continued)
	In IX.i.6.C.20.c., Step 2, the reference citation is corrected to show M21-1MR, Part IX, Subpart I, 6.C.19.f.

IX.ii.2.i Table of Contents is modified to show the correct pagination.  Topics 8 through 11 are modified and the information is now found on pages 2-23 through 2-34.

IX.ii.2.1.k. is corrected and a note has been added to clarify that Chapter 35 eligibility should be inferred when there is a reasonable probability of granting the benefit; however, the issue should not be raised if it will ultimately be denied.  A reference on inferred issues has been added to this block.

IX.ii.2.8. titled “Rating Determination for Discharge of Liability for Educational Loans Under 38 U.S.C. 3698” is deleted in its entirety.  Public Law 108-183 repealed the provisions of the educational loan program.  Subsequent topics 9 through 12 have been renumbered; the information is now found on pages 2-23 through 2-34.


	Recessions
	None


	Authority
	By direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	


	
	Bradley G. Mayes, Acting Director

Compensation and Pension Service
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