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Transmittal Sheet 

	M21-1MR, 

Part VII


	Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, “Burial Benefits,” is changed as follows:

All of Part VII has been updated in this change.  Formatting changes are made throughout Part VII to conform to M21-1MR publication standards.  As a result, the majority of the pages have been renumbered.  

Note:  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.

Note:  “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.


	Changes Included in This Part
	1.A.2.d is revised to clarify situations in which a medical school donation may be considered a recognized method of disposing of remains.  A reference to M21-1MR, Part VII, 1.A.3.b, is added.

1.A.3.b is revised to reflect that burial benefits may be paid for a medical school donation only if the medical school furnishes a receipted bill for burial expenses, or submits a statement indicating that the remains would not be returned and a receipted bill for associated charges, such as transportation.

1.B.5.c is revised to remove “TBD” from a reference to M21-1, Part V.

1.B.5.d is revised to remove “TBD” from current references to M21-1, Part III and Part IV and insert M21-1MR “TBD” references.

1.D.13.d and 1.D.13.e are revised to replace references to a rescinded paragraph of M21-1 with M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 5.F.28.f.
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	Changes Included in This Part (continued)
	1.D.16.b is revised to replace references to M21-1MR, Part VIII, 4.16 and a rescinded paragraph of M21-1 with M21-1MR, Part VIII, 4.15. 

2.B.7.a is revised to clarify that all applications for burial benefits should be reviewed for possible entitlement to the service-connected burial allowance (as opposed to being considered claims for this benefit).  A reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 7.5.c., is added.

2.B.7.c is revised to insert an M21-1MR “TBD” reference in Step 1 in the table.

2.B.9.a is revised to insert an M21-1MR “TBD” reference.

The M21-1MR reference in 2.B.10.a is changed to M21-1MR, Part VIII, 4.11.

4.7.b is revised to replace references to a rescinded paragraph of M21-1 with M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 4.

A reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart vi, 5.B.5, is added to 5.B.3.b.

A note is added to 5.B.3.h to provide instructions to mail a copy of VA Pamphlet 21-02-1, VA Benefits for Survivors, to all next of kin identified on applications for burial flags.  A reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 7.5.c., is also added.

5.C.4.b and 5.D.7.c are revised to insert M21-1MR “TBD” references.
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	Rescissions
	Change 1, 2, 2 Erratum, 3, and 4; Change dated February 2, 2005


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Renée L. Szybala, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)

LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED


