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Manual Rewrite Version in Information Mapping Style�
Attached is the first complete part of the manual rewrite project.  M21-1 is reorganized under this project.  To avoid confusion, all new parts of the manual will be referred to as "M21-1MR" until such time the entire manual has been rewritten and disseminated. 





The new Part V1 incorporates Other Birth Defect benefit procedures. �
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Manual Rewrite Version in Information Mapping Style�
Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VI, “Chapter 18 Benefits,” is revised as follows:





Pages i through 2-D-5:  Remove these pages and substitute pages 1-i through  2-D-4, attached.  This change replaces M21-1MR, Part VI, in its entirety.





Part VI, 1.2, 1.4, and 2.C.14.c. are revised to show that individuals who meet qualifications for covered birth defects at Level 0 disability are eligible for vocational training and health care.  Eligibility for these benefits does not require that such individuals be in receipt of a monetary allowance.





Part VI, 2.B. is revised to add a new Topic 6 with the renumbering of subsequent Topics.  This covers provisions of the Veterans Benefits Act of 2003, effective December 16, 2003, providing benefits for individuals born with spina bifida who are the children of veterans who served with specific units in or near the DMZ in Korea between September 1, 1967 and August 31, 1971.  Additionally, all discussions of spina bifida eligibility throughout Part VI now include references to individuals with spina bifida who qualify as children of veterans with this Korean service.





The chart in 2.D.16.e. is revised to show the reason codes to use with denial of claims for other covered birth defects.





The title of 2.B.2. is changed to “Application for Benefits,” the phrase “other birth defects” is changed to “other covered birth defects,” and other minor editorial changes are made throughout Part VI.





Note:  "TBD" (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.





Note:  M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.�
�
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�
Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VI, “Chapter 18 Benefits,” is changed as follows:





The following pages are updated in this change:





2-B-25, and


2-C-2.





Notes:  


M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.


“TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.�
�
                           


Changes Included in This Part�
Formatting changes are made throughout Part VI to conform to M21-1MR publication standards.  In addition, references to rescinded paragraphs in M21-1 and “TBD” after published M21-1MR chapters are removed. �
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