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Section A.  Jurisdiction

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" Overview

	In this Section
	This section contains the following topics:


	Topic
	Topic Name
	See Page

	1
	Jurisdiction for Special Act Awards
	3-A-2

	2
	Jurisdiction for Awards to Foreign Resident Beneficiaries
	3-A-4

	3
	Handling Receipt of Evidence When the Claims Folder Is Temporarily Transferred
	3-A-5


1.  Jurisdiction for Special Act Awards

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" 
	Introduction
	This topic contains information on the jurisdiction for special act awards, including information on

· the definition of special act award 

· authorizing special act awards under the appropriate entitlement code, and

· determining the jurisdiction and authorizing special act awards.


	Change Date
	August 14, 2006


	a.  Definition:  Special Act Award
	A special act award is an award of benefits authorized under a private law.


	b.  Authorizing Special Act Awards Under the Appropriate Entitlement Code 
	Awards under a special act must be authorized under the appropriate entitlement code whether the law

· predetermines any of the conditions on which entitlement is based, or

· provides for payment of a fixed rate of compensation or pension to designated individuals.


	c.  Determining Jurisdiction and Authorizing Special Act Awards
	Use the table below to

· determine jurisdiction of a special act claim based on the benefit entitlement codes, and

· authorize a special act award.


	If the private law …
	Then the …

	predetermines only that the condition for entitlement to compensation or pension has been met

Example:  Character of discharge or date of claim.
	regional office (RO)

· retains jurisdiction of the case, and

· assigns a standard benefit entitlement code.


Continued on next page

1.  Jurisdiction for Special Act Awards, Continued

	c.  Determining Jurisdiction and Authorizing Special Act Awards (continued)


	If the private law …
	Then the …

	· provides for payment of a fixed rate of compensation or pension to designated individuals, and

· identifies the act as a special entitlement
	Washington Regional Office (WRO)

· retains exclusive jurisdiction of the case, and

· assigns the applicable special act entitlement code.


	Note:  Regardless of jurisdiction or which benefit entitlement code is assigned, enter the following notation in the Remarks section of the award printout to specify the particular special act under which the award is made:

“Benefits authorized under [enter special act] approved [date].”

References:  For more information on

· handling receipt of evidence when the claims folder is temporarily transferred, see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart vi, 3.A.3, and

· the list of entitlement codes, see M21-1, Part I, Appendix C.


2.  Jurisdiction for Awards to Foreign Resident Beneficiaries

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" 
	Introduction
	This topic contains information on the jurisdiction for awards to foreign resident beneficiaries, including information on 

· jurisdiction over claims folders for foreign resident beneficiaries, and

· handling transfer of the claims folder.


	Change Date
	August 14, 2006


	a.  Jurisdiction Over Claims Folders for Foreign Beneficiaries
	Jurisdiction over the claims folders for foreign resident beneficiaries is divided among the following foreign case regional offices (FCROs) in accordance with M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 5.B.4:

· the Pittsburgh RO

· the Houston RO, and 

· the White River Junction Department of Veterans Affairs Medical and Regional Office Center (VAMROC).


	b.  Handling Transfer of the Claims Folder
	When one of the FCROs listed above has jurisdiction over the claims folder of a claimant or beneficiary and the claims folder is at another RO

· do not permanently transfer the claims folder an FCRO unless a claim is filed by or payments are being made to such person, and

· do not transfer the claims folder to an FCRO because the claimant moves to a location with an APO or FPO address.

Note:  In death cases, a supervisor checks the claims folder to ensure that the transfer is appropriate.

References:  For more information on

· awards to foreign apportionees, see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart v, 3.C.11, and

· handling receipt of evidence when the claims folder is temporarily transferred, see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart vi, 3.A.3.


3.  Handling Receipt of Evidence When the Claims Folder Is Temporarily Transferred

 PRIVATE INFOTYPE="OTHER" 
	Introduction
	This topic contains information on

· the temporary transfer of the claims folder to 

· Central Office (CO), and

· the RO, WRO, or FCRO and

· completing authorization and rating action.


	Change Date
	August 14, 2006


	a.  Claims Folder Temporarily Transferred to Central Office
	When additional evidence or information is received while the claims folder is temporarily transferred to Central Office (CO), see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 5.G.29.e for instructions for jurisdiction and transfer.


	b.  Claims Folder Temporarily Transferred to RO, WRO, or FCRO
	When additional evidence or information is received while the claims folder is temporarily transferred to the RO from the WRO or an FCRO, or vice versa, the office in possession of the claims folder completes any appropriate authorization and rating action.

Exceptions:

· The RO may not take action when the WRO or an FCRO has exclusive jurisdiction over the claim.

· The WRO or an FCRO may not take action when the RO warrants immediate return of the claims folder.

References:  For more information on

· completing authorization and rating action when additional evidence is received, see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart vi, 3.A.3.c, and

· claims under the exclusive jurisdiction of 

· the WRO, see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 5.A.2, and

· an FCRO, see M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 5.A.1.b.


Continued on next page

3.  Handling Receipt of Evidence When the Claims Folder Is Temporarily Transferred, Continued

	c.  Authorization and Rating Action Taken by WRO or FCRO 
	The table below shows the authorization and rating action the WRO or an FCRO takes when additional evidence is received while the claims folder is at the WRO or an FCRO on temporary transfer.




	Step
	Action

	1
	· The WRO or FCRO takes any necessary authorization and rating action, and

· prepares any correspondence needed to notify the claimant and his/her representative.

	2
	The RO or FCRO sends the claimant and his/her representative, if appropriate, proper notification.

	3
	The RO or FCRO sends copies of the following to the RO of permanent jurisdiction via a locally-generated letter:

· notification letter to the claimant

· the award printout, and

· the rating decision.

	4
	The RO or FCRO files the following in the claims folder:

· the original award

· the rating decision, and

· copies of the notification.
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