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Transmittal Sheet 

	M21-1MR, 

Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 6

Manual Rewrite Version 
	This is the initial release of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part III, “General Claims Process;” Subpart iii, “General Development and Dependency Issues;” Chapter 6, “School Attendance.”

This new chapter incorporates the procedures for considering additional payment of compensation, pension and dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) benefits based on dependents’ school attendance.  It also discusses eligibility for Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA) and emphasizes to cautions to avoid erroneous concurrent payment. 

Chapter 6 consists of the following sections:

· Section A:  Eligibility Notification and School Attendance 
· Section B:  Awards and Adjustments Based Upon School Attendance

· Section C:  Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA)

· Section D:  Exhibits

Notes:  

· M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.

· “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.
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Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Notable Changes Included in This Release
	The table below shows the notable changes that have been made to information that was previously in M21-1 and is included in this release.




	Location of the change
	Reason(s) for the change

	Section A.  Eligibility and Notification

	Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 6, Section A, Topic 1.Block j

(III.iii.6.A.1.j)
	To add 38 U.S.C 1312(a), which describes additional VA payments to surviving dependents in lieu of Social Security if the veteran was not fully insured for Social Security at the time of death.  

	III.iii.6.A
	To eliminate references to use of Form Letters 21-136, 21-331, 21-332, and 21-863.  These form letters are obsolete and no longer available.

	III.iii.6.A.1.g
	To include instructions to send locally prepared notification of potential education entitlement, since form letters are obsolete.

	III.iii.6.A.1.i
	To send notice of potential educational benefits if an initial award of compensation or DIC is input too late to generate age 13, 16, or 18 letters.

	Section B.  Awards and Adjustments Based Upon School Attendance

	III.iii.6.B.5
	· To provide general information on payment dates of awards.  

· To include information on commencement and ending of pay periods for compensation, pension and DIC awards.

	III.iii.6.B.7.c 
	· To include an Important note that the RPO sends notification of DEA awards via e-mail, rather than the historic procedure of forwarding a copy of the DEA award.

· To explain the difference between a child on a parent award and a child receiving benefits in his/her own right.  
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	Notable Changes Included in This Release (continued)
	


	Location of the change
	Reason(s) for the change

	III.iii.6.B.9.c
	To provide step-by-step procedures on award action for school attendance to begin at a future date.

	III.iii.6.B.10.e
	To clarify guidance on verifying school attendance.  A step/action table was added.

	III.iii.6.B.10.f
	To remove specific instructions about using telephone or fax information to verify changes in school attendance.  Now included by reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart iii, 1.B.2.d. 

	III.iii.6.B.10.g
	To include block to describe necessity of reviewing master record whenever 21-674 or 21-8960 is received to ensure DEA is not being paid.

	III.iii.6.B.11
	To expand and provide clearer guidance on fiduciary awards after the age of majority.

	III.iii.6.B.11.d
	To provide guidance on the signature authority for school attendance applications

	Section C.  Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA)

	III.iii.6.C.13.a (Note)
	To indicate that permanency of a total evaluation is established upon the death of a veteran for DEA benefits, even if permanency was not established while the veteran was alive.

	III.iii.6.C.13.a
	To add the provision of Public Law 109-461, Section 301, which allows entitlement to Chapter 35 benefits for dependents of severely injured servicemembers.  The entitlement is derived from servicemembers who are hospitalized or receiving outpatient medical treatment, and likely to be released from active service because of the permanent and total condition.
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	Notable Changes Included in This Release (continued)


	Location of the change
	Reason(s) for the change

	III.iii.6.C.14.b
	To include instructions to review master record when 21-674 or 21-8690 is received to prevent concurrent payment.

	III.iii.6.C.14.d
	To add a new procedure based upon PL 109-461, Section 301 (rating decision needed for a severely injured servicemember).

	Section D.  Exhibits

	III.iii.6.D.
	To consolidate examples of awards into one section


	Rescissions
	M21-1, Part IV, Chapter 14.01 through 14.15


	Authority
	By direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Bradley G. Mayes, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


	Distribution
	Distribution:  
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          EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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