June 22, 2000



Director (00/21)	211A

All VBA Regional Offices and Centers	Training Letter 00-04







SUBJECT:  Correction of TL 00-02



Training letter 00-02 concerning prostate disease rating and examination requests stated under the discussion of SMC following radical prostatectomy that you should consider SMC “k” for loss of use of a creative organ based on impotence or retrograde ejaculation and that “k” will be almost universal in these cases, BUT qualifying condition should be medically indicated to be present and noted in the rating.  This was based on apparently erroneous references.



Further research, and consultation with Dr. H. Ballentine Carter, Professor of Urology and Oncology at the Brady Urological Institute of The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, made it clear that ejaculation, including retrograde ejaculation, can never occur in radical prostatectomy because of the structures transected or removed.  Therefore, you should assign SMC “k” for loss of use of a creative organ in all cases of radical prostatectomy, and there is no need to examine for impotence, retrograde ejaculation, or other cause of loss of use of a creative organ to determine that a qualifying condition is present.  You only need confirmation that the surgery was done. 



The situation remains different for TURP, which requires a case-by-case determination of loss of use.



If you have any questions about the content of this letter, please check the appropriate Calendar pages at: 

http://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/21/calendar/index.htm



/s/

Robert J. Epley, Director

Compensation and Pension Service


