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CHAPTER 8.  DISPLAY OF FLAG



DISPLAY OF FLAG-GENERAL



	a.  The U.S. flag will be flown, displayed and used in accordance with Title 36, United States Code, Chapter 10.



	b.  At all facilities under the charge and control of the Veterans Administration, the U.S. flag will be flown from a mast or staff erected over or near the administration building of the facility.  The flag is flown from sunrise to sunset.  If illuminated, the flag may be flown during the hours of darkness.



	c.  The flag will not be flown during severe weather which threatens its shredding or loss.



	d.  In the display of the U.S. flag on speaker platforms or in flag arrays, the U.S. flag holds the position of superior prominence, i.e., to the speaker’s right on a platform and uppermost in the center of a flag array.  When the U.S. flag is suspended horizontally or vertically, the union, or blue field with stars is uppermost and to the flag’s own right facing the viewing public.



	e.  On outdoor flag masts of equal height, the U.S. flag will be flown from the mast at the right of others facing away from the facility.  When viewing a facility with more than one flag mast, the U.S. flag should appear to the left.  Other flags will not be flown at a height greater than the U.S. flag.



	f.  Award or commemorative pennants will be flown below the U.S. flag with a halyard separation of 2 to 4 feet.



	2.  DISPLAY OF FLAG-HALF-MAST



	a.  When the flag is to be flown at half-mast, it will be first briskly hoisted to the peak of the mast held for an instant, and then slowly lowered to the half-mast position.  When the flag at half-mast is to be lowered for the day, it will be hoisted briskly to the peak first and then lowered slowly to the mast base.



	b.  The U.S. flag will be flown at half-mast on the following occasions: 



	(1)  Throughout the duration of funeral services for a VA official or beneficiary in the facility chapel during commitment services at cemeteries.  The flag is returned to the full mast position after the mourning party has left the facility.



	(2)  On Memorial Day until noon only.



	(3)  For 30 days from the death of the President or a former President.



	(4)  For 10 days from the death of the Vice President; the Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the United States; or the Speaker of the House of Representatives.



	(5)  From the day of death until interment of an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court; a Secretary of an executive or military department; a former Vice President; or the Governor of a State, territory or possession



	(6)  On the day of death and the following day for a Member of Congress.
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	(7)  By order of the President and for the period of time specified in the order, upon the death of principal figures of the United States Government; the Governor of a State, territory, or possession; or the death of other officials or foreign dignitaries.



	(8)  Within a State, territory or possession of the United States, upon the proclamation of the Governor of that State, territory or possession following the death of a present or former official of the Government.



	3.  CARE OF THE FLAG



	a.  U.S. flags which are worn, torn, soiled or faded will be destroyed by shredding or burning.



	b.  Flags flown 24 hours a day will be of the all weather type.  The flag, halyard and fasteners will be inspected periodically to assure good condition.



	c.  The flag will never be fastened, displayed, used or stored in a manner permitting it to be easily torn, soiled or damaged.



	d.  When lowered from a mast or carried on a staff, the flag will not be permitted to touch the ground.  Stored mast flags will be properly folded and staff flags about the staff and secured.






