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SUBJ:  Project 112 and Project SHAD (Pocket Guide)

The attached clinical pocket card was developed by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Department of Defense (DoD) to aid clinicians evaluating veterans who participated in military tests directed by DoD's Deseret Test Center in Utah. 

From 1962 through 1973, DoD conducted shipboard tests to determine the effectiveness of detection and protection measures against chemical and biological threats and to determine the potential risk to American forces.  The tests were conducted under the broad heading of Shipboard Hazard and Defense (SHAD).  Project SHAD was part of Project 112, which included similar tests conducted on the land rather than at sea.  Until recently, the information about these tests was classified.

 	VA has received information from DoD on 5,843 veterans who participated in 1 or more of 50 Project 112 tests.  VA is attempting to locate each of these veterans and mail a letter informing them of the tests in which they participated.  The letters will encourage the veterans to visit a VA medical facility if they have any health concerns.  In 2002, VA contracted with the Institute of Medicine to conduct a study to determine whether veterans are experiencing long-term health effects from participation in these Cold War tests. This epidemiological study will cost $3 million and take 3 years to complete. 

The pocket card was not designed as general outreach for veterans, but to assist health care providers in the diagnosis and management of patients' health problems.  The card contains technical data and is small enough to be carried by health care providers for easy use.  It also contains information that will be useful to VBA employees, particularly those to whom questions are addressed on the VA help-line.  Additional information on the card includes both VA and DoD telephone help-line numbers and Internet sites for Project 112 issues.
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The pocket card is also being distributed to all VA medical centers and local Vet Centers.  If there are any questions please contact Joe Salvatore (VBAVACO) by e-mail.

Sincerely,

                                                                                   /s/                                            

Daniel L. Cooper
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