Department of Veterans Affairs


Veterans Benefits Administration


Washington DC  20420














February 10, 2003





VBA Letter 20-03-03





Director (00)


All VACO Services and Offices and VA Regional Offices and Centers








1.  The George Washington University and the Arthur S. Flemming Awards Commission invited the Department of Veterans Affairs to submit nominations for the 54th Annual Arthur S. Flemming Awards Program.  This program recognizes outstanding Federal employees who have made significant contributions in Federal Government service.





2.  The program recognizes recipients in 12 separate award categories divided into three fields of expertise: four awards in the scientific or technical fields (Scientific), four awards in administrative or executive fields (Administrative), and four awards in information and technology fields (Applied Science).  An employee who has at least 3 but no more than 15 years of government service as of December 31, 2002, is eligible to participate.





3.  A nomination must be submitted in only one category (i.e., Scientific, Administrative, or Applied Science), although an employee’s duties in these areas may overlap.  Administrative nominees should have demonstrated exceptional ability in administration, for example, personnel, finance, labor or law.  Scientific nominees should have demonstrated exceptional ability and performance in their field either by carrying out research, by applying technical skills, or by active participation in projects under their supervision.  Applied Science nominees should have demonstrated exceptional ability and performance in dealing with systems integration, program development, and information technology.  The Commission scheduled the Awards Program for June 5, 2003, in Washington, DC.





4.  Upon request, program information, eligibility information, and nomination procedures will be faxed to regional offices and centers.  VACO services and offices may obtain a copy of this information from Ms. Francene Shelton (20M1) in Room 540.  VA Form 3496, “Authorization To Release Information,” is enclosed.  Appropriate officials must endorse nominations.  Organizations should submit 20 copies of the Nomination Form to the Office of Human Resources (20M1), 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, 20420, by February 19, 2003.  Brochures,
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illustrations, photographs, etc. are welcomed.  For more information concerning the Arthur S. Flemming Awards Program, please access the web site: http://www.gwu.edu/~flemming.  You may direct questions concerning this announcement to Francene Shelton via e-mail or call Ms. Shelton on 202-273-5913. 











									/s/


								Daniel L. Cooper


								Under Secretary for Benefits
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AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION











The following Privacy Act Addendum, Authorization to Release Information, must be submitted with each nomination.  Information is disclosed voluntarily and is used in the selection process and for publicity and related purposes.  Not providing all or part of the requested information may result in a nominee not being full considered.








(Clip and attach to nomination)








Name of Nominee(s):  _____________________________________________________





Title/Grade/Pay Plan:  ____________________________________________________





Organization:  ___________________________________________________________





SSN:  ______________________________ Date of Birth:  _______________________





Place of Birth:  __________________________________________________________








AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION: Except as specified below, all personal information contained in my nomination may be used by VA and the George Washington University for promotion and publicity of the 54th Annual Arthur S. Flemming Awards Program.





Exceptions: Please specify any personal information that you do not want released.


























______________________________________________            ____________________


        Signature   			 		  		Date
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October 2000





