














 May 7, 2002





VBA Letter 20-02-20





Director (00)


All VACO Services and Offices and All Regional Offices and Centers





Subj:  Service to America Medals Awards Program





I am pleased to announce the first annual Service to America Medals Awards Program sponsored by the Partnership for Public Service, Government Executive, National Journal, and The Atlantic Monthly.





Service to America Medals is a prestigious national awards program designed to recognize the accomplishments of America’s public servants.  The seven award categories are as follows:





Federal Employee of the Year


Career Achievement


Call To Service


Heroes of September 11


Environment, Science and Technology


National Security and International Affairs


Social Services, Justice, and Commerce


 


Individual and team member honorees will be chosen based on their commitment, innovation and creativity, as well as the impact of their work on addressing the needs of the Nation.  The sponsors plan to grant awards between $3,000 and $10,000 and feature the honorees in the Government Executive, The Atlantic Monthly, and the National Journal.





All career Federal employees are eligible to apply to the program.  Nominations must be submitted on-line by 5:00 p.m. May 15, 2002.  Self-nominations and nominations submitted by persons familiar with the nominee will be accepted.  Please access the web site www.govexec.com/pps for program information, the Nomination Form, and the listing of Essay Questions. 





If you have questions, please contact Ms. Shelton via e-mail or call on (202) 273�5911.











						            /s/


						Daniel L. Cooper


						Under Secretary for Benefits


�
AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION











The following Privacy Act Addendum, Authorization to Release Information, must be submitted with each nomination.  Information is disclosed voluntarily and is used in the selection process and for publicity and related purposes.  Not providing all or part of the requested information may result in a nominee not receiving full consideration.





(Clip and attach to nomination)








Name of Nominee(s):  _____________________________________________________





Title/Grade/Pay Plan:  ____________________________________________________





Organization:  ___________________________________________________________





SSN:  ______________________________ Date of Birth: _______________________





Place of Birth:  __________________________________________________________








AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION: Except as specified below, VA may use all personal information contained in my nomination for promotion of the Service to America Medals Awards Program.





Exceptions: Please specify any personal information that you do not want released.











______________________________________________      ____________________


	Signature   	Date
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