




















May 7, 2002





VBA Letter 20-02-19





Director (00)


All VACO Services and Offices and All Regional Offices and Centers





Subj: Innovations In American Government 2002 Award Program





I am pleased to announce the Innovations in American Government 2002 Award Program sponsored by the Ford Foundation and the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.





This award is granted annually to recognize creative government initiatives that are especially effective in addressing vital public needs, “particularly those, which involve interagency collaboration, tap the creativity of front line employees, reshape agency missions and routines, or entail significant policy departures.”  Grants of $100,000 will be awarded to the top 10 programs chosen by the National Selection Committee.  Fifteen finalists will receive grants of $20,000.





The Award Program sponsors request submission of the application via web site. Please access the web site http://www.innovations.Harvard.edu/intro.htm for background information, application instructions, and the application.  All applications must be submitted by 8:00 p.m. (EST) Friday, May 17, 2002.





If you have questions, please contact Ms. Shelton via e-mail or call on (202) 273�5911.














						           /s/


						Daniel L. Cooper


						Under Secretary for Benefits
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AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION











The following Privacy Act Addendum, Authorization to Release Information, must be submitted with each nomination.  Information is disclosed voluntarily and is used in the selection process and for publicity and related purposes.  Not providing all or part of the requested information may result in a nominee not receiving full consideration.





(Clip and attach to nomination)








Name of Nominee(s):  _____________________________________________________





Title/Grade/Pay Plan:  ____________________________________________________





Organization:  ___________________________________________________________





SSN:  ______________________________ Date of Birth: _______________________





Place of Birth:  __________________________________________________________








AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION: Except as specified below, VA may use all personal information contained in my nomination for promotion of the Innovations In American Government 2002 Awards Program.





Exceptions: Please specify any personal information that you do not want released.











______________________________________________      ____________________


	Signature   	Date
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