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The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. s/s 6901 et seq., was established in 1976.  Subsequently, Executive Orders 12873 and 13101 were issued in October 1993 and September 1998 respectively.  The intent of the law and mandates is to require everyone to use conservation practices and protect the environment.





Purpose of This Letter





The purpose of this letter is to remind all field stations of their obligation to comply with and participate in all recycling programs with regard to the acquisition and disposal of office paper products and other products containing recycled and recovered materials.  Also, all field station directors must ensure that their acquisition personnel and purchase cardholders are adhering to proper affirmative procurement practices for these products.  VA personnel must purchase and use recycled paper and other products containing recovered materials.


.


Action to Be Taken





The RCRA requires all Federal agencies to revise their procurement programs to purchase designated Environmentally Preferred Products (EPP).





Refer to VA Directive 0052 for guidance on what type of office products you must purchase and use. http://vaww.va.gov/oa&mm/policy/0052h.htm


Pay particular attention to the Procurement Preference Program in VA Handbook 0052 as it relates to the purchase of general office and paper products.


Inform procurement personnel that they are required to purchase EPP.


Read and become familiar with the Department's environmental and recycling programs.  Excellent information is available on the Recycling Program website at http://vaww.va.gov/oa&mm/recycle/index.htm





We should all recognize the importance of purchasing EPP and the value of contributing to the health of the environment by doing everything we can to reduce waste, to recycle, and to buy products that are favorable to our ecology.
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Contact for More Information





If you have any questions about compliance with RCRA, EO 13101, or VA Directive 0052, please contact Joe Lepp, VBA Access Management and Facilities (201F), on 202-273-7122.











     /s/


	Daniel L. Cooper


	Under Secretary for Benefits































































































