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All VACO Services and Offices and All Regional Offices and Centers





Subj: Presidential Classroom Volunteer Instructor for the Year 2002 





The Office of Personnel Management announced the Presidential Classroom Volunteer Instructor Program for the 2002 summer session.  The program offers a unique volunteer opportunity for Federal employees to participate in a program designed to rebuild student interest in public service careers.  The program provides the Nation’s most promising high school students an opportunity to participate in a study of American government and view its inner workings.  





Purpose of This Letter





The purpose of this letter is to inform interested VBA employees of the following:





Background information concerning the 2002 summer session of the Presidential      Classroom Volunteer Instructor Program





Instructions for obtaining an application and additional submission material





Submission procedures for applying to the summer session of the 2002 Presidential Classroom Volunteer Instructor Program





History of the Presidential Classroom Program





During the Kennedy administration, President John F. Kennedy sponsored a pilot program entitled, “White House Seminars.”  During the Lyndon Johnson administration, Vice President Hubert Humphrey led a similar program called, “Washington Briefings for Young Americans.”  As the success of the concept became apparent, the framework was transferred from the White House to an independent board of directors, becoming, “A Presidential Classroom for Young Americans, Inc.”    





Eligibility Criterion for the Program





Instructor candidates must have a bachelor’s degree.
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Dates and Titles of Sessions





Instructor candidates may choose from 5 separate week-long sessions.  The dates are as follows:





June 8-15, 2002 - Presidential Classroom Scholars Program


June 15-22, 2002 - Media and Democracy Program


June 22-29, 2002 - Science, Technology, and Public Policy Program


June 29-July 6, 2002 - Presidential Classroom Scholars Program


July 6-13, 2002 - Future World Leaders Summit 





Characteristics of Instructor Candidates 


 


Instructor candidates should show a high level of energy and interest in working with young people. 





Instructor candidates should possess good communication skills. 





Application and Other Submission Material 





Please access the web site www.presidentialclassroom.org





You may call Ms. Clary Robinson, Office of Human Resources (20A2) on �(202) 273-5911 to request a fax copy of the application and additional submission material.





Application Procedures 





Please send a cover letter endorsed by appropriate officials with your completed application package to Francene Shelton, Office of Human Resources (20A2), Department of Veterans Affairs Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, 20420.  Fax copies are not accepted.





Please include a letter of recommendation from your supervisor.





Due Date for Submission of the Application Package for the Summer Session of the Program





Application packages must be received in the Office of Human Resources (20A2) by March 20, 2002.
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Supervisory Approval 





Instructor candidates must receive approval from their supervisors to participate in the program.





Instructor candidates must obtain approval from their supervisors to use personal or administrative leave to serve as a volunteer instructor.





Questions or Comments





You may direct questions concerning this announcement to Francene Shelton via�e-mail or call on (202) 273-5911.











						  /s/


					Guy H. McMichael III


					Acting Under Secretary for Benefits


