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SUBJ:  Faith-Based and Community Activities Survey





Consistent with Executive Orders of the President, Deputy Secretary MacKay has established the Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Task Force to promote VA partnering with faith-based and other community organizations to help us enrich the provision of social services to those who rely on us.  The Deputy Secretary appointed 


Mr. Peter H. Dougherty of VA's Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs to coordinate the work of this Task Force.





What You Must Do





We are beginning to examine whether obstructions exist which prevent or otherwise inhibit VA personnel and programs from engaging in such potentially useful cooperative activities.  Therefore, we have created the attached survey to help us audit our existing policies and practices Department-wide.  By November 9, 2001, we ask that you respond to the survey by sending information to the Task Force at homelessvet@mail.va.gov.  Each of your business lines should identify existing partnerships and obstructions to participation with such organizations, propose initiatives to remove any such obstructions, recommend pilot programs to increase participation of faith-based organizations in VA-related activities, and create efforts to disseminate information to faith-based organizations which invites them to assist VA in pursuit of its mission.





Your Point of Contact, If Needed





If you have questions or need help regarding the survey, please call Mr. Ron Weaver of the Compensation and Pension Service on (202) 273-7599.











						             /s/


						  Guy H. McMichael III


						  Acting Under Secretary for Benefits





Enclosure


�



Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Task Force Survey





Facility Name


Station # / Name


Name of Respondent:


Telephone #:





1. Does your facility have sharing agreements and/or contracts for services in place (formal or informal) that provide a service using a faith-based/community organization?





Sharing agreements with faith-based organizations:  (___) formal   (___) informal


Sharing agreements with community organizations:  (___) formal   (___) informal


Contracts with faith-based organizations:  (___) formal   (___) informal


Contracts with community organizations:  (___) formal   (___) informal








2.  In what areas or for what additional services would you like to arrange with a faith-based or community organization to provide services to veterans?








3. Do you think that faith-based and community organizations within your primary service delivery area are providing high quality services to veterans?





(___) Yes   (___) No   (___) Don’t know





4.  Specifically, how could VA improve access to faith-based/community programs?  (Please be specific:  cite laws, regulations, or any other means that could be employed).








5.  Do you know of organizations that might provide beneficiary services but have declined to participate due to:  (___) lack of funding; or (__) other reasons?  What type of services could they provide?








6.  Would you consider it beneficial to meet with faith-based organizations detailing the programs where they could be involved and asking for their input on current regulations or laws which may be -- or at least are perceived as -- hindering their involvement?





(___) Yes   (___) No








7 .  How could VA’s Office of Public Affairs assist faith-based and community organizations in their efforts to partner with VA?








