











August 14, 2001	





VBA Letter 20-01-41





Director (00)


All VACO Services and Offices and All Regional Offices and Centers





SUBJ: 2002 National Medal of Technology Awards Program





The United States Department of Commerce, Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy, invited the Department of Veterans Affairs to submit nominations for the 2002 National Medal of Technology Awards Program.  This program is the highest honor of technological innovation awarded by the President of the United States.





What is the Purpose of This Letter?





The purpose of this letter is inform interested VBA employees of the following:





Background information concerning the 2002 National Medal of Technology Awards Program 





Reference for obtaining an application and procedures for nominating candidates to the 2002 National Medal of Technology Awards Program.





What Was the Impetus for Establishing the National Medal of Technology Awards Program?





The impetus for establishing this awards program was to recognize technological innovators who have made lasting contributions to America’s competitiveness and standard of living.  The award highlights the national importance of fostering technological innovation based upon solid science, resulting in commercially successful products and services. 





Are There Award Categories?





Six award categories have been established to recognize exceptional technological innovations made by employees.  The categories are: 





Product and Process Innovation 


Technology Transfer 


Advanced Manufacturing Technology,


Technology Management 


Human Resources Development 


Environmental Technology 
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Where Can I Obtain Additional Reference Material and an Application Form?





You may access the National Medal of Technology website at http//www.ta.doc.gov/medal to obtain background information, general award information, nominating procedures, and the application. 





How May I Obtain Program Information and the Application, If I Am Unable to Access the Web Site?





If you are unable to access the National Medal of Technology web site, the application will be faxed to you.





What Are the Submission Procedures?





Please submit your completed nomination package and attached VA Form 3496, Authorization To Release Information, via e-mail as a Word document to Francene Shelton.  Should you prefer to mail the package, please send three copies of your package via Federal Express to the Office of Human Resources, National Medal of Technology Awards Program, 1800 “G” Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006.





What Is the Due Date for Submission of the Application?





	The application must be received in the Office of Human Resources by August 27, 2001. 





Who Should I Contact If I Have Questions or Comments?


 


You may request program materials and direct questions concerning this announcement to Francene Shelton via e-mail or call on 202-273-5913. 


	


	


								          /s/


								Joseph Thompson 


								Under Secretary for Benefits





Enclosure





�






AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION











The following Privacy Act Addendum, Authorization to Release Information, must be submitted with each nomination.  Information is disclosed voluntarily and is used in the selection process and for publicity and related purposes.  Not providing all or part of the requested information may result in a nominee not receiving full consideration.





(Clip and attach to nomination)








Name of Nominee(s):  _____________________________________________________





Title/Grade/Pay Plan:  ____________________________________________________





Organization:  ___________________________________________________________





SSN:  ______________________________ Date of Birth: _______________________





Place of Birth:  __________________________________________________________








AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE INFORMATION: Except as specified below, VA may use all personal information contained in my nomination for promotion and publicity of the National Medal of Technology Awards Program.





Exceptions: Please specify any personal information that you do not want released.











______________________________________________            ____________________


        Signature   			 				Date
































VA Form 3496


October 2000





VA FORM


MAR 1989       2105		*U.S. GPO: 1991-282-804-27336











