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SUBJ:  VA Information Security Officer (ISO) Training








The purpose of this letter is to remind the Regional Offices and Centers of the mandate for all VA Information Security Officers (ISO) to complete the training course entitled:  “The ISO in VA: Essentials and Mission” by July 1, 2001.  





Why is ISO training required?





This training course is mandated by the VA Information Security Management Plan (VAISMP) and satisfies the minimum requirement for ISOs’ training.  The course ensures a baseline body of knowledge is provided to ISOs across the Department. 





Are ISOs aware of this training requirement?





In February 2001, the VA Information Security Program (ISP) Training Coordinator contacted each VA ISO with enrollment instructions for the VA web-based ISO training course.  Course instructions and passwords were also provided at that time.  Recently, an ISO Training Announcement was distributed to all Information Resource Management staff as a reminder that all ISOs must complete the training by July 1, 2001.  





How will the Department verify that ISOs have taken the training?





ISO participation is automatically recorded when the training is taken.  A certificate of training is not provided at the end of the course.  Regional Office and Center Directors must provide a count of employees that have taken the course to the Security Infrastructure Protection Office (SIPO) MS Exchange Mailbox at VAVBAWAS/CO/SECURITY by close of business July 20, 2001. 
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Who should I contact with questions?





If you have questions or comments, please contact Gregory H. Johnson in the SIPO at (202) 273-7046.











						           /s/


						Joseph Thompson


						Under Secretary for Benefits






















































































