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SUBJ:  Security Awareness Training Follow-up





VA Directive 6210 requires VA employees to participate in security awareness training annually.  The Department of Veterans Affairs Information Security Management Plan (VAISMP) mandates that all VA employees complete the VA Intranet-based security awareness training course.  We are to report full compliance with the VAISMP by May 1, 2001.  We must meet the Department’s goal of 100 percent participation.





To date, our records show a large percentage of the regional offices did not certify that their employees have taken the VA Intranet security course.  This may be in part due to an assumption that viewing the VA Security Alert Video met the annual security awareness training requirement.  Unfortunately, it does not satisfy the requirement and cannot be used as a substitute for the Intranet course.





VBA employees who have not taken the VA Intranet security awareness training course suggested in my October 2000 letter should do so prior to the May 1 deadline.  To access the VA Intranet security awareness course, go to http://vaww.vairm.vaco.va.gov/infosec.





The training program at the end of the course provides a certificate of completion.  Certificates will not be required for those employees who previously took the course as long as the RO directors certify completion of the course.  Please retain the training certificates at your station and provide a count of all personnel who have taken the course to the Security Infrastructure Protection Officer (SIPO) by May 1, 2001.  Do not include those individuals who were previously reported.  Employees of the veterans service organizations are not required to take the training.





5.	Comments and employee counts should be sent to the MS Exchange mailbox VAVBA/WAS/CO/SECURITY.  If you have questions, please contact Gregory H. Johnson at the VBA SIPO.  He can be reached at  (202) 273-7046.











						            /s/


						Joseph Thompson


						Under Secretary for Benefits





