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Subj:  OIG Final Report – Audit of Veterans Benefits Administration’s (VBA)


Income Verification Match (IVM) Results (Report No. 99-00054-1)





1.  The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) conducted a review of Income Verification Match (IVM) cases.  The review revealed situations where overpayments established because of an indication of fraud were being referred to the Committee on Waiver and Compromises (COWC) after a waiver request was received.





2.  Station Directors should remind the Chairperson and members of the Committee on Waiver and Compromises (COWC) that waiver consideration cannot be given to any debt where there is an indication of fraud.  The procedures in M21-1, Part IV, Chapter 36 for referral of debts where fraud is indicated should be followed.





3.  When prosecution is declined, the case can be referred back to the committee.  Members should review MP-4, Part I, Chapter 8, Paragraph 8B.09, Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 38, Paragraph 1.962b and COWC Training Guide TG-20-98-1, dated October 9, 1998.











					          /s/


					Joseph Thompson


					Under Secretary for Benefits
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