











February 6, 2001





VBA Letter 20�01�4  





Director (00)


All VACO Services and Offices and Regional Offices and Centers





Subject:  Accessibility and Compliance with Section 508 Requirements





As you were notified by VBA Letter 20�00�38 dated 10/17/2000, Subject:  One VA Redesign of VBA Internet Pages and Accessibility Standards, the law requires all Federal Websites to be compliant with the section 508 accessibility requirements no later than 6 months after the final rules are published in the Federal Register. 


The Access Board published the final rules on December 21, 2000 (FR, Vol. 65, No. 246).  Therefore, all Federal Websites must comply no later than June 21, 2001.


All VBA Websites, both Internet and Intranet, must be fully compliant with the section 508 standards no later than April 21, 2001.  The early compliance date is necessary in order to allow sufficient time for verifying compliance and completion of VBA's report to VA.  Detailed guidance concerning the 16 standards will be found in the section 508 Website on the VBA intranet at:  http://vbaw.vba.va.gov/508/index.htm.  As further information and guidance is received, it will be made available on this site.  


You should ensure that all Webmasters or site managers who maintain sites under your jurisdiction, regardless of where the site is housed (government or commercial servers), comply accordingly.  If you are unsure which sites belong to you, a current listing of sites and the site owner will shortly be posted to the section 508 Website (within 3 weeks from the date of this letter).


Please note that this is not a one-time requirement.  Compliance with the 508 standards is an ongoing requirement of law, and as such, is considered to be a basic good business practice for Website development in VBA.  All sites must always be in compliance.  A Federal agency that fails to comply is subject to suit under the Civil Rights Act.  


As soon as your site(s) are in compliance, you should certify that fact via e-mail.  Specific details regarding how to certify compliance will shortly be posted to the section 508 Website.


Additionally, all existing or planned web-based applications also have section 508 requirements.  The section 508 Website will shortly provide guidance on this area as well.
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Director (00)





Questions pertaining to these guidelines should be directed to either Richard Howell (201/DMO), at 202�273�6789, or Bill Saliski (201/DMO) at 202�273�7439, Internet/intranet Project Managers. 











							          /s/


							Joseph Thompson


							Under Secretary for Benefits








cc:  Director, Office of Information Management (20S)


       Associate Deputy Under Secretary for Operations (East)


       Associate Deputy Under Secretary for Operations (West)
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