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	All VACO Services and Offices and All Regional Offices and Centers





Subj:  Innovations in American Government 2001 Awards Program





1.  We are accepting nominations for the Innovations in American Government 2001 Awards Program sponsored by the Ford Foundation and the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  





2.  This program is granted annually to recognize creative governmental initiatives that are especially effective in addressing vital public needs, “particularly those, which involve interagency collaboration, tap the creativity of frontline employees, reshape agency missions and routines, or entail significant policy departures.”  Grants of $100,000 will be awarded to the top 10 programs chosen by the National Selection Committee.  Fifteen finalists will receive grants of $20,000. 





3.  Should you decide to submit a nomination, general program information, the application instructions, and the application will be faxed to you.  Since nominations are for programs and not individuals, privacy act statements are not required with the nominations.  Please submit your nomination package along with a letter of endorsement by appropriate officials to the Office of Human Resources (20A2), 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC  20420, by January 8, 2001.





4.  If you have questions, please contact Francene Shelton (20A2) via e-mail or call Ms. Shelton on 202-273-5911. 








						         /s/


			Joseph Thompson














