














								In Reply Refer to:  212





October 19, 2000





VBA Letter 20-00-40





Director (00/21)


All VBA Regional Offices and Centers





SUBJ:  H.R. 4864 Concerning Not Well Grounded Issue








1.  On October 17, 2000, the House passed H.R. 4864, which was previously approved by the Senate.  This legislation invalidates the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims' decision Morton v. West and redefines VA's duty to assist.  The President has not yet signed this legislation into law. 





2.  Effective immediately, do not deny any claim because it is not well grounded.  Also, the 30-day letter outlined in VBA Letter 20-99-60, dated August 30, 1999, informing claimants on how to well ground their claims should no longer be sent. 





3.  We will send further instructions when the President signs this bill into law. 





4.  This letter will be rescinded July 1, 2001. 








					


						         /s/	


						Joseph Thompson


						Under Secretary for Benefits








