











September 5, 2000





VBA Letter 20-00-28





Director (00)


VBA Services and Offices 


All VA Regional Offices and Centers





Subj.:  Delegation of Authority for Special Contribution Awards





This letter delegates authority to approve Special Contribution Awards.  The delegation supersedes VBA letter 20-98-9 dated June 19, 1998, which is hereby rescinded.  





Effective immediately, Facility Directors, Program and Staff Office Directors and the Associate Deputies for Operations (East & West) now have the authority to approve Special Contribution Awards up to $5000 for an individual and up to $10,000 for a group so long as no one employee receives more than $5000.





The Deputy Under Secretaries for Management and Operations are delegated authority to approve individual special contribution awards of up to $7500 and group awards up to $25,000 so long as no one employee receives more than $7500.





All special contribution awards within VBA will normally be signed at two approval levels.  However, Facility Directors, and Deputy Under Secretaries may act as both recommending and approving officials as necessary.





All special contribution award nominations exceeding monetary approval limits will be sent through channels to the appropriate approval level.














/s/


Joseph Thompson
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