�EMBED MSDraw  \* MERGEFORMAT���	


DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS


Veterans Benefits Administration


Washington, DC  20420





March 16, 2000





VBA Letter 20-00-10





Director (00)
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SUBJ:  Joint VR&E/ VETS/SESAs Training





1.  VA’s Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Service (VR&E), the Department of Labor’s Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS), and State Employment Security Agencies (SESAs) will once again conduct joint training seminars to improve their working relationships in assisting vocational program participants to acquire employment.  All the seminars will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in Denver , Colorado and Central Office will be paying for the travel and per diem costs for VR&E staff for this initiative.  The use of government cars is encouraged whenever possible.





2.  VA, VETS, and the University of Colorado’s National Veterans’ Training Institute (NVTI) have developed a “Train the Trainer” course based on the principles of the VETS/VR&E Partnership Operating Guide.  The purpose of this two and a half day seminar is to develop training teams composed of staff from both VA ,VETS, and SESA to instruct staff at the local level on how to improve job placement  for Chapter 31 clients without duplication, fragmentation, or delay.





3.  Each Regional Office VR&E Officer will nominate one VR&E staff member to participate in the training.  Candidates should be selected based on the following:  1) familiarity with the workings and relationship between VR&E, VETS, and SESA at the local level, 2) preferably have experience as either a trainer or facilitator, 3) acting as a equal partner in the “team concept” of training , VR&E participant agrees to develop and implement , with their counterparts from the other agencies, a local training agenda that will ensure that all local staff who work with Chapter 31 clients are trained within two months of the “Train the Trainer” course.  Please notify Mr. Kim Graham via E-mail of your nomination within 5 business days.  Nominations should include name, duty title, office location, and telephone number.


�



4.  Please review the attached training schedule.  Each seminar is scheduled for two and one halve days ending at 2 P.M. on the third day with return travel to be completed later that day or early the next day.  Monday of each seminar week is the planned initial travel day.  Should conflicts arise, Tuesday will be designated as the initial travel day.  The University of Colorado’s International Training Academy (ITA) will book rooms for all attendees.  Additional information concerning travel and hotel arrangements will be provided when your response is received.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Graham via E-mail or by calling (202) 273-7415.





						    /s/





				Patrick Nappi


				Deputy Under Secretary for Operations





Rescission:  July 1, 2000





Enclosure


�
CLASS #1							


March 27 (travel) thru March 30 (travel pm)


										Total VA/DOL


VARO			STATE	DOL		Participants





Team #1		Philadelphia		PA					2





Team #2		NYC/Buffalo		NY		REG II			4





Team #3		Newark		NJ					2





Team #4		Hartford		CT					2





Team #5		Manchester		NH					2





Team #6		White River Jct	VT		REG I			3





Team #7		Providence		RI					2





Team #8		Boston			MA					2





Team #9		Togus			ME					2


 


21 TOTAL


CLASS #2


April 10 (travel) thru April 13 (travel pm)





Team #10		Wilmington		DE					2





Team #11		Roanoke		VA		REG III		3





Team #12		Pittsburgh		


Huntington		WV					3





Team #13		Baltimore		MD


Washington		DC					4





Team #14		Phoenix		AZ					2





Team #15		Oakland


Los Angeles


San Diego		CA		REG IX		5


19 TOTAL										








�
CLASS #3


April 25 (travel) thru April 28 (travel pm)





Team #16		Portland		OR					2





Team #17		Honolulu		HI					2





Team #18		Anchorage		AK					2





Team #19		Houston


Waco			TX		REG VI		4





Team #20		Muskogee		OK					2





Team #21		New Orleans		LA					2





Team #22		St. Louis		MO					2





Team #23		Little Rock		AR					2





Team #24		Jackson		MS					2





20 TOTAL


CLASS #4


May 22 (travel) thru May 25 (travel pm)





Team #25		Chicago		IL					2





Team #26		Milwaukee		WI					2





Team #27		St. Paul		MN 


Fargo			ND					4	





Team #28		Detroit			MI		REG V		3





Team #29		Des Moines		IA					2





Team #30		Indianapolis		IN					2





Team #31		Cleveland		OH					2





Team #32		St. Petersburg		FL					2





Team #33		Louisville		KY					2


21 TOTAL





�
CLASS #5


May 30 (travel) thru June 2 (travel pm)





Team #34		Atlanta			GA		REG IV		3





Team #35		Montgomery		AL					2





Team #36		Nashville		TN					2





Team #37		Winston-Salem	NC					2





Team #38		Columbia		SC					2





Team #39		San Juan		PR					2





Team #40		Denver			CO		REG VIII		3





Team #41		Cheyenne		WY					2





Team #42		SLC			UT					2





20 TOTAL





CLASS #6		


June 12 (travel) thru June 15 (travel pm)





Team #43		Ft. Harrison		MT					2





Team #44		Boise			ID					2





Team #45		Seattle			WA		REG X		3





Team #46		Lincoln		NB		REG VII		3	





Team #47		Reno			NV					2





Team #48		Wichita		KS					2





Team #49		Sioux Falls		SD					2





Team #50		Albuquerque		NM					2	


18 TOTAL











Participant Totals:	VA (57)		State (52)	Region (10)
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